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part of the Decade the belief that economic growth would automatically benefit
women was more widely shared, an evaluation of the experience of the Decade has
shed considerable doubt on this over-simplified premise. Consequently, the need to
understand better the relationship between development and the advancement of women
and to gather, analyse and disseminate information for the more effective
formulation of policies, programmes and projects has become greater.

Paragraph 104

Although throughout history and in many societies women have been sharing
similar experiences, in the developing countries the problems of women,
particularly those pertaining to their integration in the development process, are
different from the problems women face in the industrialized countries and are
often a matter of survival. Failure to recognize these differences leads,
inter alia, to neglect the adverse effect of the insufficient progress made towards
improvement in national policies or programmes and the present international
economic situation-as well as the interrelationships that exist between the goals
and objectives of the International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade and the objectives of equality, development and peace.

Paragraph 105

The lack of political will and commitment continued to retard action to
promote effective participation by women in development. Exclusion of women from
policy-making and decision-making made it difficult for women and women's
organizations to include in their preferences and interests the largely
male-dominated choices of progress and development. Furthermore, because the issue
of women in development has often been perceived as a welfare problem, it has
received low priority, viewed simply as a cost to society rather than as a
contribution. Thus, the specific formulation of targets, programmes and projects
concerning women and development has often received little attention, awaiting the
attainment of development rather than being instrumental to it. This, in turn,
caused a parallel weakness in the institutional, technical and material resources
devoted to the promotion of activities for effective participation by women in
development.

Paragraph 106

Appropriate national machinery for the effective integration of women in the
development process has been either insufficient or lacking. Where the machinery
exists, it often lacks the resources, focus, responsibility and authority to be
effective.

B. Basic strategies

Paragraph 107

The commitment to remove obstacles to the effective participation of all women
in development as intellectuals, policy-makers and decision-makers, planners,
contributors and beneficiaries should be strengthened according to the specific
problems of women in different regions and countries and the needs of different
categories of women in them. That commitment should guide the formulation and
implementation of policies, plans, programmes and projects, with the awareness that
development prospects will be improved and society advanced through the full and
effective participation of women.
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