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John Roberts noted that the 1 980s look as promising as the 1 970s for Canada's space

program.

As the minister responsile for space research and development, Mr. Roberts said

t/uit to achieve this potential a restructuring of the government's space activities and

extensive consultation and joint planning with industry is necessary. Excerpts front the

minister's speech, outlinting a new organization for space activities, follow:

... The federal governinent is restruc-
turing its orgaization for space activities
in order to move forward in a broad range
of space applications. It will also be look-
ing at a revised five-year plan.

These two major events - prograni de-
cisions and governirient restructuring for
space - are happening this fall and wil
be dominant factors in determining the
Canadian space prograin in the 1980s.

The space programn is certainly among
the more successful science and industrial
developmient prograins undertaken by the
goverrinent. Beginning only in the 1960s,
its output now amounts to $140 million;
its exports total $60 million and it em-
ploys 2,500 persons....

rhn Julv 3 1 the Prime Minister assigned

The space program is one ol me govern-
ment'$ most successful programns.

to me and my ministry two very important
functions as the initial steps in the creation
of a strong, central focus within the gov-
ermment for space and development.

Firstly, 1 have been given the respons-
ibility for space research and development
policy, the first time that a single minister
has been given this role. Tis is probably
the most significant step because it will
enable us to give the focused attention re-
quired by the sector.

Secondly, as an aid in implementing
our policy mandate, 1 amn now responsible
for co-ordinating ail the government's,
space activities. To accomplish this, the
chairmanship and secretariat of the Inter-
departmental Committee on Space are
now my responsibility.

With these first steps it now becomes
possible:
- to develop policies and long-tensrm
tegies, plan program developments, and
establish relative priorities, amongst pro-
jects competing for scarce resources;
- to, develop a national space develop-
ment program, responsive to national
needs as weil as departmental needs; and
- to provîde a greater degree of policy
stability in pursuit of long-term objectives.

Organization's goals
The new organization in space wiil ers-
phasize four key features.

it will have clear responsibility and
authority for the definition, development
and direction of a national space develop-
ment program. it will have charge of a
space budget with authority to recorn-
mend prograrn priorities, scheduling and
expenditures....


