
56. NEED FOR GREATER USE 0F THE INTER-
NATIONAL COURT 0F JUSTICE

The question of the need for greater use of the International
Court of Justice was placed on the agenda of the General Assembly
on the initiative of Australia. It was stated that the Court was the
only organ of the United Nations which had not then been used and
this was attributed, by the Australian representative, to an ini-
difference toward the legal aspects of situations and toward the Court
as a means of peaceful adjustment of these situations. In the Legal
Coxnmittee soine delegationa, notably those from eastern Europe,
insisted that the main problems facing the UJnited Nations were of
a political nature and that it would be improper to seek legal solutions
to thein through the Court. The majority of the repreentatives,
however, expressed agreement with the views of the Austraian
delegate.

On November 14, 1947, the Assembly adopted three resolutions.'
The first, based on the Australian proposals, recommended that United
Nations organs and specialized agencies should review, from time to
tixue, the "difficuit and important points of Iaw» whicli arise in the
course of their activities, ineluding the interpretation of the Charter
and the constitutions of agencies, and to request advisory o>pinin
of the Court, if so authorized. The second resolution autoieth
T2rusteeship Council to request advisory opinions of the Court. The
third resolution, based on a FrancoIranian propoade teto
to the desirability of accepting the compulsory jursio o f the
Court and of insertiniz arbitration clauses in treatips. for fhà.iz' i


