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Bird Houses Boys, Can Build
3fr.. I.. Saepert.

T II IS is the thume b pIrcbýift, for the rettuflm oft itbirds. amid to hellp theni find 1 roper hmis to rear
their familles. Of itue maumv varieties of turds, onuI
a silall nuiiber willi lest I ln-,hOebuilt foî' îheniu'
the-,e caln be itractedlms ueesul if the lituses
uneet certain eitmaton. reuus. bine birds-. mar-
trns, anid soietinles robins, (iv catchers id flikers
are 11110t ikely to accept hospitality.

In general bird bou-ses var.vini area of floor iy"ce.

Ald lt up NI t .1N ci ght fn ten («t front the
g.rliîi, witili t. e litig fhiig caSt or Southand'

d i%.IN Ihil .ic ibrrv%.tiit1g vin<I aii mmi.

\\reslia'i v builtin -%il niamimer Of plaCes, but 8
hE>ue iir.tî;iritig .1 ini x 4 in. on the inside and from

5 M. to () iw etji s % vrn.welcorne. Theop n n
.ýlb4il(l be frotu,"S ti> li w.in dianeter. 1If nmadlar-.
ger sîarow tu enter aind verv eeily dctry l
t-ggýs or vouugy. Ih N better to have the.bouse too
large thin UtoosniallI. itwc rime hou.ekeep wifl caMr
in titiv ticks and straws unitil just the nbt comt
of roo)ni i.ýleft to rear the farnuly. If the lemeis
ïniak ton snll, this filling-tup ,rocm ss i.cutailhd
but thevutr4re forvceI <o icave homne t00 eaýy-
to he -11;c to eV or take care Of ihensdvca. s« oïe
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RUSTIC MOUSES,

depth, diaîneter of opening, and material used for
construction, depe!iding upon the kid of bird' for
wbom the house is built. Flouses made of old and
weathered boards are- more attractive tfan thoe
made of new lumber. Again, the odor of f resh paint
is no more pleasing to birds than to human beings.
Ail joits shiould be made square anid tight to guard
against drafts and ramn.

Blue birds art amnong the early corners. Tfme
house must be wide and deep enough to provide suffi-
cient space to permit the >oung birds to maure fulIy
before being obliged to leave the nest. T'hat means
floor-space of about 5 i. x5 i. oreve 6 in. x 6 in.,
and a depth of f rom 6 in. to 91in. The opeming shouki
be placed 5 in. or 6 in. f rom the floor and be frsui
i'Y to 12 in diâmeter. It is flot necessary to provide

Wpech as the parent birds readily enter by bhoklrng on
w4hrtheir claws. The house may be built with ia

gable roof or a skuping shed roof . Boards taken from
packingboxes serve well as material. A rustic effect
which the týirds seem to like is easily secured by split-
ing stymil saplings in two and nailing these halves side
by side bt the walls of the 'house untîl the entre sur-
face is covered. Siimce blue birds f requently rear two
or even three families -during a summer it is advis-
able to plan the bouse go the -top. or one side can be
reinoved for cleaing purpoees. The cleaning "huld
be- done as soon as the young birds have all left the
nest. Thle 'house should be firmly fasteneid to a pole
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boutse On
building,

't iple, or nail it under -the eaves of tomne

Blue birds and wrens are not sociable. TheY do
imot welcome otier bird families bfin he cr e b-
hoodl. Tt is therefore useleis to buiki a tw=o- fal
bous.-e for them, or to place two houseS WMtIU a su
(listaulce of each other.

Robins mnake use of nesting obelves placed in
trees, onl telephone potes, or the side of à buildh«g.
These shelves'may be closed on une or tw<> sides onlY.
The idea is merely to provide &. safe pléce for die
robin to buiki a nest.

Bird bouses should be set in place beforc d'e
lir(1s arrive f rom the Southi Lamd, 80 hatb tey an
ready fur inspection when the tenants arive.Pmo-
tection mut be given agamot cats, sparrow.and OCOU
tinies boys. 1If sa féty frm enins -a give%, du'
bouses will be occupied as the builder's nr aîad
a qplen(lid opportunity beciomes avuilable for *ei
study of bi rdlife.
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Those who think must govern those wiîo a

May, 1931


