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da ' ». ve ou ate brea<I at that rate. How mnan
i<>,vrs at one andl one-half poundâ, se the of would
tliat bc?

T'his wilhelp )-ou to understand why we have to
.%ork hart! someitimes Io save our crops.

Now, fortunatciy for us, there is a large class of
rc itturvs tliat fved as cagerly upon insects as the insects

do' t1poti J>iant'ý. iiwse are the birds. So we sce, then,
tih.<: tliv hird-ý ire our allies or helpers in our fight with
thinç ts (Jr we mav think of thc birds as a police
fort .t take% upon its&cif the duty of guarding our

VoU Wili ail agree that the more we know about
otir CnllUc., and tteir ways the better wve shall be able
to figit thrmn. 1hat is whv 'orne people are engagyd in

agrec th,.*tt n would le a very foolish thing indeed for us
t(> fighit <r destrov Our allies or injure themn in any way.
If, In tht* Grvat Var, flic iritioh had amused them-
sel ve.s .onLtiiei y shooting at their allies the French,
o>r the 1,*rencli had begun piundering the homes of the
lialians and killing their children, it wvould not be hard
tu gucss who would have won theé Var. And yet, do you
know that, until a few )-cars ago, we were treating our
allies, the hirds, in just that wvay; and, 1 arn afraid that
there arc stili somne uninformed people wrho are doing so.

I>rhaps you are thinking, "llow does anyone know
that lards are doing any worth while wvork for us"? Did
you ever wvatch the dîiickadces in winter going over the
bare twigs of sornle ree, pecring wider a bit of loose
l'ark hierc, or tearing open a brown rolled leaf tiiere, only
stOpp)ifg occ.sionally to say "See mel Sec, Sec me"!

Ihyare huntnng out the insects in their winter hiding
places, or devouring by hundreds the eggs of other in-
sects, whicii if kf would hatch, every one into a hungry
encemy next spring. Or have you watched the swallow
skimming along just above the grass tops, making sudden
turns this way and that, and swooping up into the air
on]), to return and skim the grass again? Now if you
walk through thc grass and watch closely you will sSe
dozens ofisects fly Up at your approach, and move ahead
or off to (mie side. These are what the swallows were
after. Tlhink of thc inseets destroyed by just one pair of
swallows fceding their young ones three hundred imnes
in a day, (and this is not unusual), and bringing per-
haps a dozen insects at each visit

Scientific men have killed birds and examined their
stomnachs just to prove to people the good work that the
birds wvere doing. Here are a few of the many facts
that have been learned:

The remnains of two hundred and flfty tent coter-
pillars were found in the stomnach of one cuckoo.

A nighthawk's séomnach contained sixty grasshoppems

....*Anotier nighthawk's stSnach held ftve hundmd
mosquitoes.

Any former would be interetedl to ka"w th
twenty-eight cutworms wer fowndin, uone blackbhd'à
stomach.

Pages of such examples could be given, but tcs
will show you what great ""ke, for us the birds ame

* Nor is this the only uSeful kind of work that birds
do. Some of our birds deatroy as many seeds of t=uble
some weeds as others do isectE. 1 wonder how many of
you know Uic beautiful flee Goldfinc,-'with its bright
lemon colored coat and black, cap, wings'and taiL. Ou
of thc bcst places Io find him is perched on top of a dhis
tic, making die down fly and fecding upon the ripe seeda.
Or pcrhaps you will find h-un clearing out a whole head
of dandelion seeds, and then flu*tering over to *e uaL
Hecis only oneof manyseed eaters. In the falltsumsands
of sparrows from the north visit us on their way fariher
south, and during their visit grow fat upSe the weed
secds along the cdges of our fields.

Nat only do thc birds destruy the seeds of trabl-,
sanie plants but thcy help toa ter tho fsf ul Woep
Did you ever think why sruris 'sbie l&
bervies, blueberries and sme others -haveiur seedmm,
bedded in such sweet juicy pilp? "So people will hawe
somnething good to eat," I hoerycu>my.. Net atil. ýBut
so that the birds may be temped to carry tboir me&dS a
theni. The birds swallow <b. berre nes dltheâ**ý.ar
seeds, which are indigestible, ane dropped peitiape miles
away f rom whtre the parent plant grew.,

Later on 1 hope ta tel yaueu m ug of thi eulW-
ncss of some of the larger ýbirds ne U~ i "te tht
hawks, owls, and gulls; bit even if we should 7,ftqge
their use in helpizng us to fight oweremis, 1 am m
none of you would cane to brave e 1wold widt hte
twittering swallows beneath the Scves, tht"Cby
cheerily, cheer upi cheer upi"- of6e #»Wi befose 6.
rain, the wheeling GuIls over the but watoe. gr e«mi th
knowing "Caw" of the aid mendiel Cmw on *e trW-I.pV
as, he sends has warning dovrn to i *e,. wades ie
in the field below.-E. CIsesIy AU«» oei l5fa, N.- S.

TWO HOURS IN THE SOCIAL MOIE SCHEOOL

Elsie J. Mille

The Social Motive Schola 426 W. 114& stret
New York City, is a âmalt private sdcc4 egtabibéd fout
years &go by aformerteacer of te et*e expehà- W,
schools under the direction of Teadioeao1~~
bia Uiiiver*ly. This schoolincludes iW
eleientary and junior hlkh **W. 146
-the romi fuly jit«es 6e xm,"oi1)
indeed a place uhere t6e'cUldm nhav
live together i a social waiy, dhowing thefr
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