Teaching Children How to Study.
By H. P, Dowe, M. A, Sussex, N. B,

A prominent educationalist of this province, in an
address before a teachers’ institute, is reported to
have said that “in former times the teacher heard
the pupil recite the lesson, but that now-a-days the
pupil listens to the recitation of the lesson by the
teacher.” While this remark may not have been
intended as a literal expression of the modern trend
of education, yet we must concede there is enough
truth in the saying to make us pause and study the
situation in an honest endeavour to discover, if
possible, the causes of these two extremes.

In the rural ungraded schools the multiplicity of
classes and other unfavourable conditions may be
cited as an excu-e for the teacher becoming a les-
son hearer. Indeed, many of our most distinguish-
ed men owe their early training to such schools as
these. On the other hand; the graded city and
town schools furnish the teachers with more time
for conducting lessons, and in their efforts to
simplify, explain and enlarge upon the subjects
taught, the mistake has been made of having the
teacher do too much and the pupils too little of the
studying process.

While it is true that many pupils will make ex-
cellent progress in spite of methods used, yet edu-
cators are beginning to realize, as never before, the
necessity of applying systematic psychologic
methods which will develop in pupils the power of
independent thought and study to a degree un-
attainable under ecither of the above-mentioned
methods of teaching. Within the limited scope of
the present article, it is the aim to discuss ways and
means of accomplishing these results.

Of the two kinds of study—the mechanical or
mind-cramming, and the positive or thought-pro-
voking—I shall confine myself to the latter; and
in the treatment of this phase of the problem fre-
quent reference will be made to the experimental
work along these lines by Miss Lida B. Earhart,
Ph. D., of Teachers’ College, New York.

After considering the logical basis of the process
of the inductive and deductive studying processes,
[ shall briefly discuss the possibility of securing
results from pupils of the elementary grades of
our schools. Among the factors involved in
systematic study, may be mentioned :

I. The recognition of the problem to be solved.
The teacher’s ability will here be shown in so intro-

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

faulty or incomplete, it will here be ﬁ
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ducing the subject-matter that it presents a real
and vital problem to the child. The pupil must
make it his own if he is to do serious and profitable
work in its solution. In the words of Professor
Dewey, “the teacher must psychologize the
material,” that is, create the situation for the child
so that the problem suggests itself to his mind.
This problem must be clearly undérstood by the
pupil, even if it involves reflection, reading, con-
sultation, experimentation and observation to
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