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“Commission of Conservation’s Questionnaire.”

The Commission of Conservation has sent out to
a large number of the mayors a long series of ques-
tions regarding the standing of their respective
municipalities. There are thirty main questions,
covering valuation statistiecs, industrial conditions,
streets and buildings, housing conditions, vacant

lots, ete., and as the questions are sub-divided, re-
quiring in all 112 answers, the Commission has ask-
ed no small task of civie officials, particularly as
many of the questions entail much study and div-
ing into figures. Now the question has been put
to us quite plainly as to whether or no the councils
were justified into going to so much trouble —
whether any really useful object would be served,
or if the data, no doubt much of it valuable in itself,
was being got together to satisfy the whims of the
members of the Commission of Conservation, whose
real work and standing would seem to be an enigma
to many of our local authorities. Frankly speaking,
even with the explanatory letter asking for the in-
formation before us, we cannot enlighten enquirers.

We fully recognize that the securing of genuine
comparative statements would be of immense value
in helping to solve the economic problems of our
municipalities, but under the present complex sys-
tems of municipal accounting and financing in Can-
ada—no two provinces having the same—which
makes it well-night impossible for the stranger,

however well versed he might be in ecivie account-
ing, to read the financial statement of any given
municipality for comparative purposes, we do nét
see that that part of the Commission’s question-
naire under the heading, for instance, of valuation
statistics can be of mueh use. In fact, we believe
that the information for comparative purposes
would be misleading. We remember some years ago
the late M. Robb, then city treasurer of Montreal,
Preparing a coniparative statement of the principal
municipalities of this country which was necessarily
so full of explanatory notes that the real value of

the work was lost in the bewildered mind of the
reader.,

The Union of Canadian Municipalities for four-
teen years has been trying to solve the problem of
securing reliable statements through uniform muni-
cipal accounting and statistics and though it has done
good work it has not yet succeeded in its great
task, and the consumation will not be brought about
until every province falls into line, so that it ig



