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While we ail hope that the opening of the Panama Canal
wilI have a tremendous influence on the harbor of Vancouver,
sober consideration of the transportation problem will admit
that the wish is too much sponsored for by the thought. The
ultimate effect is undoubted, but shipping at a port grows by
very slow degrees, although admitting that the growth of
Vancouver will be faster than the growth of ports in Europe
or along the Atlantic seabord. It furthern-ore must not be
forgotten that the railways are not sleeping on this question.
The C. P. R. has erected one dock and is considering the
erection of another when the conditions warrant. The Great
Northern has erected one dock, the Grand Trunk another and
the Dominion government is erecting a public dock, and has
decided to locate a grain elevator at this port. The facilities
at present at hand are by no means taxed to their limit. In
fact on the word of a responsible shipping man the wharfage
of this harbor is not taxed to over 50 per cent. of its capacity.
Yet on this basis il is proposed to embark on a litge pro-
gramme of harbor iniprovement.

It is further argued that on the opening of the Panama
Canal ail the wheat grown west of Moose Jaw will seek an
outiet on the Pacific Coast. If this be true the C. 'P- P iQ


