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Wheni Paleologus feit the approac-hing hour,
His heart foretold his fearful doomn,
Pale victinm of the Mosdem poiver,
Last of the Greeks, thre last of Ramne

And Honour weeping pointeil ta the pathi
To expiate hise oantry's shaine,
For her lie fell, with rapine and ivitlî wratlr
The turbaned courjuer-ors onward caime.

Ascendant Glory viewed the falling Brave,
Proudly triumphing o'er his foe's despite
>he guards within a solitary grave,
A deathless naine, a deathless lighit.

G. C. R.

Letters to the Editor.

'111E SILV ER Qt ESTIO-N.
8Ir1 J amn sorry to see that our- good iieighIbours soutîrof'ne 45- ,'"ftesle~ are still in danger froin an attack o h ixe

n'its Mnost virulent fori, combîned wvith Free Coinage,5
Orof their papers tell us is ?avoured by three-"Utso? their electors. As to these the case is simply thatthe sc1here is a new but not honest way to pay old debts

oinhci worth only about one-haîf their anjount, the
hrfýIiirs o bors being probably about four to one of the
%pdi . ou will roînember that I and your worthy cor-
cuPsind'nt, -r. S. E. Dawson, lhad, in 1893, a ?riendly dis-

.811  i î HE Eç on the Bi-metal question, lie taking
Tiw11and I the Mono side, and that I did then, as I do

ati l8Itain that it is impossible that two metals o? fluctu-
kig value with respect to each other and to property of any

of>catib e advantageously and bonestly used as standards
th Vl, n inade legal tender in the saine cou ntry and at

8retme, in payment of debts of ail kinds and of ail
tsb givingY as I thought and think, valid reasons for

bechie, which'l you wil find in, my letter printed in TIIE
o? the 24th February, 1893, and by which I abide, as
%ae 1YMy assertion in my letter of the L96th of the

Of MoU th " IThat if our (iovernmnent will give us phentyOr O'w anadia silver, we shahl have the best currency
hthe worhdd

good decimal, convenient anti sound ; ?ollowing the
Proviug0arp.îc of England in using the three metals, but imi-

P, 9 lt by adopting the decimial system anid, as in
Oi ictal , iliting5 the legal tender quality o? the two infer-

refer it' any one paymnent." You inay, perlîaps, like to
0 11 letter. I make no pretension to originality in the

f 8 Jftsedn Oin thein, though they contained, perlîaps, the
cilnto thein in any Canadian journal. W.

Ottawa, 8th August, 1896.

Fisi E S EC ~ N NI c~ O F N E IV E N (L AN D.

ti11e bo attention was directed to M\r. Fiske's suggles,
ea.ok 0 the " Beginninig o? New England," 'y some zcriti-

Placed a reccut article in TIIE WEK, objecting to its being
~ort'a liSt prepared for students by a comimittee o?

the .. niversity. Since I reati thiat article I hiave enjoyed
pPcris 1 ? this book with very great pleasure and
the Write tust gaiy that I amn at a Ioss' to understand wlîy

o?ýrte I the article in question shoulti have called it a
far ton in order to glorify the Ainerican repuhlic."

?'gar,, thiS, t i0 actual story o? the IlBeginning o? Newv

%laa voluroccuPies not inuclh more than the third part o? a
"Per weith about 300 pages ; the larger portion being

nlea.Th e beyinning o? Constitutional G overninent
is ce ou he origin o? Our modern deinoci-atic institutions

li 4rAOctInto the remote past o? tlîe Teutonic peoples,
. *,,ed with the lnstory and tendency o? the Rlomlan

ProPerly Whiclî as othier writers have pointcd out, carlOt
bee h saiti to hav e ended iii the fif tl centuiy whieîi

raeOf' the Ca'sars was first occupieti by a barbaric
iclàpri1 I., Th two streains andi ideals o? governinemt--the
t ideal 'Ç al Ofrule fonabove or withrout, arn'1 the deinoci'a

90velinlltfor thîe people bv the peo.ple,wlîich lias
11 h-rOur ulodemn representative iiîstitutions-are traccd,

tî th J"Pci- antagoriistic courses, up to the beginriing
ti 1 huresct entury. The debt o? humarity to the Chris-

Muîlu wlîat are popularly terrîîed tedr

9015

ages-especially in nmodifying the tyrannous sway of the
imperial ideal-is candidly and generously ackniowledg-ed.
The rise of what is known as IlPuritanisn," which hias been
so beneficient a force in the long struggle for civil and relig-
ious liberty, is traced, in the "Separatists" wlîo carne from
.he IBalkan, the Waldenses o? France, and the Lollards of
Eîîgland. and aiso now points out lîow political and geo-
graphical conditions determined the very different fates of
the "lProtestant " reaction in France and ini Britain.

The series o? European complications which resulted ini
the memorable expedition on the "Mayflower" to the shores o?
New England, and of the other bands wlîich followed, are
carefufly disentangled, and we get a clear idea o? the rise
and progress of the littie cluster of settiements finally grouped
together under the naine o? New England, as well as o?
the foes without and the dissensions within which menaced
the existence o? these pioneer seftiements. Scarcely any-
thing, however, is said of the raids on the New England
colonies fromn New France; the havoc wrought by the three
war parties and the massacre of Schenectady. Thiese do not
seemi to loom se largely in the history o? New Englaîîd as
in tbat of New France, and it is rather with the relations o?
the Colonies to the Mother Country, aîîd the graduai de-
velopiient of the power of self-government tlîat Mr. Fiske
chiefiy ccncernis himsel?. The struggles of the colonises to
save their rights and liberties, under the tyranny o? Charles
II. and his son, give an interesting glimpse of the way in
which history repeats itself; and as these struggles are not
coiliplicate(I with the irritation which still bristles about the
period o? the Revolution, there is no reason why the most
ultra-loyal Briton should object to it. The story of that
section of our race whiclî has grown into such a nationî as
that to the south of us, is surely of the very greatest interest
to us, and should be included in any adequate programme of
education in history. FIDE LIS.

ENGLISII IN TIIE SCIIOOLS.

SîIR,-O? ahl subjects studied in the schools, whether
elementary or advanced, English is, without (loubt, the most
important.

Not only is it important as a mere item of the curricu-
lum ; without its agency no instruction in the other branches~
o? the curriculum can be intelligently imparted.

Classîcs we miglit do without-Athens is dust, Rome
but a name-what is best of their intellectuai life is with
us, done into English by such scholars as Morshead, Wors-
ley, Lang, Myers, Niunro, Chapinan, Pope, Derby, Gladstone;
French and German are nlot indispensable to the Briton or
his descendants; we may compel, nay, we do compel for-
eigners to assume our own speech. So wîth other tongues
they are accomplishinents, not necessaries ; ornaments, nlot
f undamentals. Science is admirable; but, until the last few
decades, the world got along very well upon its bare ele-
ments. Man believed in the nobility of man, and tlîe apish-
ness o? the ape. Ail this is changed, doubt and even des-
pair have usurped the tbrone o? Immortality. Mathematies,
outside of the ordinary measurements and simpler calcula-
tions, may be ignored by the average man or womnan. It is
a fine thing to know the distance to the nearest fixed star;
but tlîe bread-winnier who toils ten hours a day for a loaf
cares more for the price of wheat, thian for alI the trigoniomet-
rical formul-ff and computations which fix, not seldorn mac-
curately, the distances of tiebuhe aird cornets and such-like
itinerant departures froin the orbit o? his daily labour aîîd
daily pain*

But tlîe inother-speecli hie must have, in whicli to tbink,
in which to converse, in whicb to read, in whicb to live and
love and di-- It is his mental food. The average man caui
exist without the physical luxuries of life, bout he mnust have
bread ; hie can cxist without the onomnics, the olugies and the
isms of hyperculture, but lie must have his inother-tongue.
ht is born with hum, it endures with him, it progresses with
irui, it perishies with hiiru so far as hie is concerned. Withi

him it dies or lives; again. If not, with what speech and
with what knowledge shall lie answer to the roli-call of that
&ther host ?

Englishi is an essential,' a bare essential of education,
cotisequently it lias been the fashion to ignore it-as it is
fashioîîaUle to ignore inuch that is nearest and most famnil-
iar-and to assume with a new-fouiid apishness of pedigree,
apishiness o? finery and superficiality o? ail descriptions, ergo,

AU1GUSJT 14th, l'sn90.


