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mombers know perfectly wvell that tbey bave the wides
discretion in the matter bowever mucb they may seok t
humbug the country by their words.

Those who dlaim to be friends of the minority-ani
well might the minority in their case say Ilsave us f rom ou
frionds "-bave been building their case on assumptiona
some of themn palpably unwarrantable, and ail of then diE
putable. They will nover accornplisb anything in tbis wa.,
boyond projudicing the popular mind against tbe real case
which wisor advocates might make out for the minority i
tbey were given a chance. The question has heen hedeville(
by tbo clomsy fingers of bungling politicians; but not hope
lessly. There is still open the way of onquiry, conciliation
arbitration, sottlement with bonour, and peace. If it iý
adoptod, evon at this late bour, in twelve month's tinte th(
school question will be a vanisbing baze on the horizon ; il
it is rejectod we shaîl see Canada's political sky darkenec
witb sectarian and sectional. issues for a decade at loast.

Montroal, April 2Oth, 1896. JOHN W. DAFOE.

I i ctioîm îry ot iNationial Biography. *

T HIîSis a vory intorosting volume of the great diction ary.
LPassing over the Pococks, among whom are sovoral

names of importance, we note arnong tbe Pocockes that one
wbo is best known, tho celehrated orientalist, of wboma a
full and excellent account is bore given. The noxt naine
we stop at is one of greater interest, Regin'ald Polo, Arcli-
bishop of Canterbury, brought into the place of the xnartyred
Cranmer in the roign of Queen Mary. The name of the
writer, Mr. James Gairdner, is a guarantee for the accuracy
of the work ; but lie has also produced a most interosting
and valuable article.

An important name, helonging to later timnes, is that of
Pollock-representing a very distinguisbed family. And
near this tbe name of Pollok, hardly known to the present
generation, yet romaining to remind us of the uncertainty
of the public favour. For there are a good many still alive
who can remember the time wben Pollok's "lCourse of Tirne"
was thougbt to be of the samne class witb IlParadise Lost ";
and now wo slould like to know bow many men or womon,
under the ago of forty, have read it. Ponet or Poynet,
Bishop of Winchester, who helped in the translation of the
collecta of the English Prayer Book, recoives notice, although
without certain difficulties of his bistory being cleared up.
0f the Pooles wo may note two, John, the dramatist, and
Matthew, the commontator, whose book (Poli Synopsis) is
still of value.

But bore we corne to a more remarkable figure "lthe
groat Mr. Pope," who was once thougbt to ho one of the
greatest of poots, and whomn some profane persons now deny
to be a poot at ail!1 When we mention that the writer is
Mr. Leslie Stophen our readers will know wbat to expoct.
Thoso who remomber Pope's deformity and general disagree-
ableness will be surprised to learn that in childbood ho was
called the Illittle nightingale " from the beauty of bis voico.
As regards bis dlaims to a place in literaturo Mr. Stephon
remarks: "l1He had qualities which would bave enabled bina
to give an adequate embodiment in verse of the spirit of any
generation into whicb ho had been born. Ho nigbt have
rivalled Chaucer in one century and Wordsworth in another.
As it was, bis pootry is the essence of the first haîf of the
eîghteenth century. . . . Warton first proposed to place
Pope in the second instead of the first class of poets "-a
sign of the change in literary sentiment.

Under Popham, Chief. Justice, wo have an allusion to
the story of"I Wild Daroîl," but a practical (louaI of its truth.
We are not quite sure. An excellent article on the great
Greek scholar, Porson, written by one no less distinguished,
who now occupies bis chair, Professor Jebb, will give most
people a great deal of information, and convey a mucli ploas-
antor impression of Porson than most of us possess. Every-
body knows that lie was a great giant in Greek scXlolarship,
and most have beard that ho drank too much ; but we learn
bore bow that, as a companion, Porson seenas to have been
Ildelightful wben ho felt at home, and liked tho people to
wliom he was talking," and other pleasant things.

*Dictionary of National Biographv: Edited by Sidney Lee.
Vol. XLVI. Pocock-k'uckering. Price $3.75. New York: Mac.
millan. 1896.

tl Anna Maria Porter is bere chronicled briefly, and il il
o enough. Jane, ber sister, gets quite properly a larger space.

Yet who that reads the IlScottish Chiefs"; as a nian cail
1 understand bow he should have tolorated the story as a bOY
r Passing on we corne to Porteus, Eisbop of London, and theil

tto Badon Powell, in bis day an ominent manl of Science'
i- also a participator in IlEssays and Iloviews," so long for-

F gotton, and a Professor at Oxford. A very pretty article
5 by Mr. Leslie Stephen il devotod to Praod, wbo deservel,

f on many accounts, to be bad in romembranco. A very dif,
1ferent person, yot one no less wortby of notice, was Josish

Pratt, one of tie founders of the Churcli Missionary Society
and also of tbe Bible Society.
3Two Pricos sbould be montioned, vory different XllUfl
yet botb of eminenco, Bonarny Prico, Profossor of PoIltc8l
Economy at Oxford, and Richard Price, stili famfoils as a
contributor to Ethical Science and for bis correspondencO
with Dr. Priestley. Priestley bimsolf is bere suitahîy COl-
memoratod, and the story of his life makes us understand
somo of tbe borrors of intolerance and stuggests feeling8 Of
gratitude for tbe bappier days in wbicb our own lot il cast'
Wo sbould note a very good, fair and interesting meifloir of
tbe poot, Mattbew Prior, by Mr'. Austin Dobson. Wo bave
also short but good notices of Miss Proctor and ber father,
B. W. Proctor (Barry Cornwall). The colebrated Puri,&f
panaphioteer, Prynne, is well described. Wood says of hiII,
IlI verily beliove that, if rigbtly coinputod, be wrote a sheet
for every day of bis life, rockoning frorn the time he camle to
the use of roason and the state of man." H1e is said to have
publisbed absut 200 books and pamphlets. The last name"
we are to mention is, in some ways, the strangest of al], that,
of the man wbo called hirnself Psalmanazor, wbOge rosi
name is unknown. For years an impostor, ho lived for
years and at last dicd a saint. These are but samples Of
tbe ricb contents of this volume.

BRIEFER NOTICES.

Thie (Jhild Voice in Singing. By F. E. H oward.
York : E. S. Werner. 1896.> -No one will caîl in questPoe
Mr. Hôward's statement. that Iltbe singing of childrefl.'a
more often disagreeable than pleasant. We put up witbîil
however, ho says, in the case of children, when we ShOUl
riot tolerate the samo in adults, because wo makre ahlOW-
ances. Such allowances, tbe autbor of tbis book says, ar&
not necessary. The reason wby children sing unpleasanlîY
is that thoy are flot properly taught, especially because
teachers forget the difference between the qualities Of the
child's voice and the adults." Mr. Howard here undertake-~
to describe the physiological characteristics of tbe Child-
voice and to givo some practical hints for its manageinenlt
We have examined those hints, and find themn sensible and
practical. Tbey can hardly fail to do good.

Municipal Home Rlule : A Study in Adminitratoll-
By Frank J. Goodnow, M.A., LL.B. (New York: Mac-
millan. Toronto: Copp, Clark Co. 1895)-There are verY
few subjects of greater or more immediate importance than
that of municipal government. No one denies the uriSatis'
factory state of things in tbis respect; but most people seel'1

to bave settled down into a feeling akin to despair. Sa
many plans bave been tried, and there is litle chance of
any other beinq more successful. It is with the hope of c01"
tributing something for the improvement of municipal affaira
that the present writer bas produced the valuable volunle
before us. One great point that the author lias set before
bina is what ho caîls the "ldelimitation of the spher, Of
action " of our municipal organizations. In doing this he
escbews mere tbeory or aprwori reasoning, and first endeav-
ours "lto find out exactly what is, by the present Amerl a"
law, the sphere of action of municipal corporations, Which 15"
recognized as local and quasi private, and in which, there'
tore, these bodies should more largely uncontrolled *" rhe'
author considers the subjoct from both the legal and politicel
points of view, and cites an immense nuinher of cases which
bave been decided by the American courts. It would take
too long to enumerate the different subjects here coiisidered;.
but we can assure those who are interested in these ques-
tions, as ail citizens ouglit to be, tbat they will find or3ec
mucb valuable matter for study.
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