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hers will confor « fuvowr by «at once notifying The
Week Publishing Company if THE WEEK is not
regularly and promptly deliveved.  Toronto subscribers
should veceive the paper on Friday—the day of publica-
bon,  Subscribers in other parts of the Dominion
showld veceive the paper on the day the Friday morning
mail of Toronto arrives.

Current Topics.

The There is something expansive and uplifting
®ep Water-

Ways Convention, 11 & great enterprise as in a great thought.

the ; We shall not undertake to decide whether
°Ceal: ieme of a deep' V\./z?cerwa,y from the great lakes to th'e
asty 1;3 a grand possibility or the gmr.ul ‘dream of ent,hus.l—
the ‘l~ ut as long as no one can ;Lutho.mmtlvely pronounce it
an d.ttel", rather than the former, it is well tllth thoughtful
m&tep""&CFlca,l men, competent to speak concerning .the great
Pl'o'endl 1SS.ues involved, should get together and discuss the
a wJa,Ct seriously, in all its aspects. The conception of su<‘:h
l‘angy, CO.Vered with the ships of all nations, engag'ed in
the hpol‘tlng ‘the products of the farms, forests, and mln(?s of
€art of this great Continent to the seaports of all nations
elimesriflgillg in fef(change the products of all natio.ns and
o |, ) 18 &.magl?lhcent. one: ‘Who s.hall say t‘ha.t it shall
an © I‘eahzed,-lf no't in thlg generatlon', then in the next.
°0mewe not easxly' point to ma,u?r .a project, ‘long ‘since be-
prOjec:n accomplished and familiar fa.c'tr, \Vhl.C}‘], when first
orgo; ed, seemed to the many every whit as visionary as the
Breay hg.  But we are not sure tl.la.t another aspect of the
scheme which was so well discussed at the Cleveland
th;:lv:ltion last week is not even more wort.hy of at.stent,ion
iona,l ¢ commercial one. We refer to the idea of interna-
Wpog tfo-opemtion which it involves. Whnt a grand advance
. he state of things which has existed in the }?mt and
t.eept‘esent,, were the two kindred peoples to unite their
eve: for the construction of such a canal as the V\fOf‘ld has
Seen, to be the joint property and under the joint con-

of both, and free to the commerce of the world. Tt is
.Oua:;y Tate a noble task for large-minded 'mer% of the two
for Ties to be amicably consulting and workl.ngv together
€ consummation of such a project. Nothing could be

ter adapted to lift the two peoples out of the atmosphere
getﬁetty dislikes and jealousies in which they ha,‘ve been alto_
®r too much accustomed to dwell, and to bring them to.

in the true spirit of international friendship.  We do

not know whether or to what extent the Cleveland Conven-
tion has brought the great scheme which it was designed to
promote nearer to realization, or attempted realization. We
should be glad of the opinion of some one who was present
at the Convention on that point. But we feel sure that the
lofty and noble sentiments which informed some of the ad-
dresses delivered, will be conductive to good of a higher or-
der than any mere commercial results, grand and desirable
as the latter may be.
If certain statements, said to have been
};f::fi::"g::::b:’; made by Hon. J, H. Turner, Premier of
British Columbia, who has just returned
from lngland, are correctly reported it is highly desirable
that immediate action should he taken by Canada and the
United States to bring about an authoritative survey and
final settlement of the boundary between British Columbia
and Alaska. Mr. Turner is reported to have said that
American maps have been issued in which a large Dlock of
territory, which belongs to British North America by treaty
stipulation with Russia in 1825, is set down as a part of
Alaska. Tf such a question really exists, or if such a claim
is really heing made, the sooner an investigation takes
place the better. Delays are dangerous in such matters.
We know nothing of the character of the territory in ques-
tion, but it would be unwise to assume that it is unfit for
settlement, and should it hecome, in the meantime, settled
by American citizens believing it to be American Territory,
the situation might soon become difticult and complicated to

a dangerous degree.
Whatever may have been the lapses of suc-

The New Supreme  yoqijve Canadian Governments in other
Court Judge. )

respects, the country is to be congratulated

on the fact that they have almost invariably followed the

best British traditions in the matter of appointments to the

judiciary. Men of the highest character and ability have
almost uniformly been chosen for appointment to the
vacancies occurring from time to time. We are glad to
believe that no exception has been made in the latest appoint-
ment, that of Mr. B. Girouard, late member of Parliament
for Jacques Cartier, to a seat on the bench of the Supreme
Court. It is pleasing to note that not only the public but
politicians of both parties, are generally agreed that the
choice is a good one, and that Mr. Justice Girouard will be
a credit to the Supreme Court.  Apropos of this appointment,
if the Montreal correspondent of the Toronto World v ay
be relied on, there is evident need of a hetter understanding
hetween Sir Mackenzie Bowell and some of his colleagues as
to the exact location of the appointing power. This corres-
pondent makes the remarkable statement that the position
of judge of the Supreme Court was offered to Mr. Girouard
by Sir A. P. Caron, Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper, and the
Honourable J. A. Ouimet; that the same position was almost
simultaneously offered by the Premier himself to Hon. Mr.
Angers, the late Minister of Agriculture ; and that the acci-
dent of Mr. Angers’ having declined the honour alone saved
the Cabinet from being placed in a most embarassing posi-
tion. FHad the story appeared in an Opposition paper, one
would be disposed to discount its accuracy, but, coming from
a friendly source, it would seem to indicate that Sir Mac-

kenzie Bowell has need to keep his colleagues better in hand, .

and to insist that his prerogatives shall not be thus coolly
usurped. Otherwise the current impression that the hand
at the helm is less strong than the well-being of the country
requires may seem to gain confirmation.




