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in the year, not alone in the cathedrais, but aise in hundreds of churches
throughout the country. This state of things is owing partly to apathy
and partly to narrow-minded ignorance on the part of congregations. We
have in Canada seven or eight churches professing and caliing themselves
cathedrals, and in most of these a large proportion (if the congregation
wonld object and many leave the church if a real cathedral service were
introduced. Thtese pe~ople wish to keep their place of wixship to ail1 intents
and purposes a parish church, but would doubtless resjst stoutly any
atterupt to rernove the bishop's chair and accompanying prestige front
their church. They arrogate to themselves the titie of Evangelicals, and
consider that a cathedral service is IlRitualistic "; perfectly ignorant of the
fact that iRitualism, so-called, is diametrically opposcd to the English
cathedral service. Tliree hundred yeairs ago there was special legisiation
to encourage the performance of the Canticles, Psalms, etc., in anthem
formi such as has been in use ever since. At the time of the Reformation
the use of the old plain song was continued, and the very simplest formn of
music authorized, as rnay be seen in the Litany publishecl by Cranmer and
the musical notation of the prayer-book by John Marbeck. Gradually,
however, the great composers produced more elaborate musical settings for
the words, se that in 1559, in order to give seine official sanction to what
already existed, ià was ordained by royal injunction that while there was
to be "la modest and distinct song so used in ail parts of the Common
Prayer that the same miglit be understood as if it were read without sing-
îng, for the comforting of such as deliglit in music it may be permitted
that in the belginning or at the end of the Common Prayer thora may be
sung an liymn or such like song to the praise of Almighity God, in the best
melody and music that may be devised, havin1g respect that the sentence
of the hymn must be understood and perceived." Thus was originated the
musical settingy of the church services, which lias been kept up ever since
by a brilliant line of great En,-lish coinposers, and which many attendants
at our Canadian "lcathedrals " would like to legisiate out of existence again
and re~plae, probably, by Moody and Sankey's nigger minstrel tunes.
The introduction of sucli a service in, at ail events, one of our so-called
cathedrals would be a worthy object for earnest Churchmen to work for,
andl the prActical details wvould offer no difficulty, aîs most of these churches
have for organists gentlemnen of ablity who are capable of conducting the
siervice in a perfect manner.

One great impediment to the pregress of music is the lack of respect
shown for it by musical people themnselves. it is a rarer thing to hear
two nmusical amateurs seriously and iiitelligently discussing the merits and
analyzing the construction of a musical composition than to hear two
literary men compare notes about a book or cennoisseurs criticize a painting,
Music is, even by those who study it, looked on too mucli as a toy-an
amusement for leisure hours-not as a wvorthy object and end in itself.
Do our singers make it understood that the Philharmonic or Choir practice
takes precedence over all other engagements, that it is useless to send
them invitations for nights flxed for rehearsals i Do our givers of musical
parties inake good music the object of those parties, and intiinate that
they expect it to be listened to i Are our young ladies, of whom many
spend. several hours daily studyin g good music at the piano, ever moved to
tears by a Chiopin Nocturne as they muiglit be, for instance, over the death
of little Nell? And yet Chopin, le plus poete que janiaiq, as Liszt calîs
him, threw ail the sorrow- and bitteruïess of his sad life into bis music.
i)o our audiences feel, after hearing tlîe IlElijah " or IlMessiah ' well
perforuied, that the sacred words have corne home to them with a force
and solemnity thcy neyer before possessed ? Do our loyers of orchestral
mnusic feel, after a Beethoven Symphony, that, einotionaily, it has roused
in thcmn feelings and aspiratiqns which mnay even go so far as to affect
their actions; or that, inteilectually, the miental process of following the
mere form of the composition lias been of great interest, and as vigorous
an intellectual exorcise as the unravelling of a mathematical problem i
lit is to be feared that in this country this is not the case to any great
extent, althougli iii older nations which have passed the stage of mere
mioney-mnaking, mnusic is an integral part of the lufe of the people, a thing
flot to be despised or surrendered any more than literature or laws.

The musical outlook in Canada, however, is not ail dark. Most of our
gpod teachers have their time entirely fi lied by vocal or instrumental
pupils, and are doing work whidh xviii bear good fruit in the future.
Music is adopted as a brandli of instruction in our Public Scliools, and
although the resuits are flot alto(yotler satisfactory, stili its introduction
is an important point, and may in the future lead to such an officiai
recognition of music and Government grant for its systematie teaching in
some central Conservatoire as is now given to Art Schools in various parts
of the country. Another cheering fact is the gradually-increasing support
given by the public to the various Choral Societies tliroughout Canada.
IFor inany years these institutions struggled along, neyer paying their
conductors and not always their rent. Now several are on a good financial
footing, and most of them can show a steady increase of support year by
year. This is a very gratifying fact, inasmucli as nothing tends so greatly
to raise the standard of public taste as the works performed by these
societies. Truc, they may not always be perfectly rcndcred ; this can
hardly be iooked for in as young a country as ours; still, even a mediocre
performance of an Oratorio or Canitata by a great master is a musical
(,vent which can liardly be appreciated too highly, and is far more
important as an educational medium than the liackneyed programmes
given by travelling concert troupes, ne inatter how great may be the
artists cngaged. The prospects in this dcpartment of music for the coming
seasoni appear te lie very good. In Toronto we are promised by the
Philharmonic Costa's IlNaaman," Zade's IlCrusaders," and Max Brucli's
"Fair Ellen." The Chora' Society announce Handel's IlSamson," Gade's
"Psyche-," and "lFinale," from Macdkenzie's IlColomba."
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lIn Montreal thc Philharmonic will perform Sdhumann's "Paradise
and the Peri," Handcl's l'Alexander's Feast," and Gounod's "Redemp-
tion;" in Ottawa Mendelssohn's IlEli.jah " and Sterndale Bennett's IlMay
Q ueen " will be given by the Philhiarmonie; and in Hiamilton IlNaaman"'
and the "Messiali;" whilst as far west as Winnipeg there is a good
Choral Society which puts forth a pro'gramme that vies with those of older
cities. Nothing, liowever, lias been heard as yet of any attempt to celc.
brate on a large s cale the bi-centenary of Hândel's birth, next February.
lit would be a good opportunity for the combination of two or more
socicties in Toronto or Monitreal for the production of bis IlIsrael in
Egypt," the stupendouq double choruses of whicli can neyer be adequately
rendered in this country save by sudh an amalg'amation ef forces.

Recognizing the ever-increasing activity in music and its importance,
as an art, in influencing the character of the people, THE WEEI<, desirous
of assisting its progress as much as possible, wiil in future devote a larger
space to this subject. The criticisins will he more numerous, and extend
to performances of interest, cspccially by local organizations tlîroughout
the country. There wili also be, from time te time, ori 'ginal articles on
varieus subýjects connected witli musical art, whilst news cf interest fromi
other countries will continue te appear as before. lit is boped that the
cniarged musical departmcnt of THE WEEK will supply a want which lias
often been complained of by musicians and the musical public in general.

ERRATA.-In anneuncing iast week that string quartette concerts are
to lie given in Convocation Hall, University Coilege, Toronto, we neglected
te mention that Mr. John Bay]ey, the popular orchestral leader, is asso-
ciated with Herr Jacobsen in the conduct of theni. The enterprise derives
its chief importance from the comibination of these two artists.

LITER4 4RY GuzSIP.

IN this age of discoveries the triuniphs of Arcboeology and Philosophy
keep pace with those of Physical Science. The last triumiph is the disin-
terment cf the Emnpire of the Hittites, a race nssociated iii the Bible with
the, Amorites, the Perizzites and the Jebusites, an~d as we have been
used to think, their equal in obscurity, but now declared to have extended,
reigncd, and lcft monuments of its power from the Eupbirates anti the border
of Egypt to the iEgean. The supposed evidences of this discovery are
collcctcd in a work j ust published by Dr. William WVright, with a decipher-
ment of inscriptions by Professer Sayce, a Hittite niap, and facsimiies of
Hittite inscriptions. Dr. Williams asserts that his revolations provo the
Bible true by conteznporary and corroborative evidence, putting te the rout
Dr. Francis Newman and ail other scepticai critics of the Biblical ref erences
te tlie Hittites; and that the samne memoriais, being deciphered, confirai the
Bible and bring to light a lost empire. The Hittites, it seems, contended
for ascendency with the kings of Egypt, the victery of eue of whom over
thom has been celebrated by the Egyptian IlPoet Laume(ate," a bard worthy
of the *royal patronage, since lie lias described tlie kinug, wlhen deserted by
lis ewn dharioteers, as overthrowing singlelhanded. two thousand five
liundred chariots of the cnemy. After enduring "longer than the Roman
Empire," the empire of the Hittites was finaliy laid in the dust by Sargon
the Assyrian at the fatal battle of Karchemnisli. Sudel is the story told
according te Dr. Williams and his eminent coadJutors by tlic inscriptions
on stones in cenjunctien with the Egyptian and Assyrian records. Of the
stenes Dr. Williams himiself carried. off the niost imnportant, with antiqua-
rian rapture, from liamah, befere the face of an augry population which
swarmed eut te prevent the removai of the mysterieus relics. At one
moment a crisis, fearful te the seul of the antiquary, imnpended. "lA
greater calamity than that of the Moabite-stonie tragedy 'vas imminent. A
miglity empire was about te dlaim its position among the great nations of
the ancient world, and a few fanaties were about te push it back into the
outer darkness te which history lad assigned it." llamnah, or 1-ainath,
on the Orontes in Upper Syria, lias been hitherto supposed te bave been a
station of Plimnician commerce witli the Syrians and Assyrians. This
would connect it with the Semites. But thec Hittites are pronounced te
have been of a totaily distinct stock from the Semites, and (on the evidence
of their moccassin-like shees) te have ceme down from the cold plateau of
Anatolia. It must, liowever, be said, that if the two figures, of whidli an
engraving is given frein a drawing of Mr. Davis, are net those of Semites,
there is ne faith in noses. lit is te a very sliadowy existence as yct that,
by antiquarian enthusiasm and the confidence of the deciphierer in his
occult art, thc Hittite Empire has been recalied.

Two hundred tliousand copies of the November Century bave been
publislied.

TaERE, is only one resident in the MacMaster Hall wlio is net a
theologian this year.-Fasti.

MR. SEIICEANT BALLANTINE is ready witî a ncw volume of personal
experiences entitled Il rom the Old \Vorld te the New."

WITE, STOKES AND ALLEN, New York have issucd the peems of
Frederick Leeker compîcte in two volumes, "London Ithymes" and
"London Lyrics."

lIN Thee Voice the American Prohibitionists have a weekly organ written
in a mucli less rabid style than it is usual for them te p)rescrit their case.
Messrs. Funk and Wagnalis, of New York, are the publishers of T'he
Voice, whidli in typographical appearance is one of thc liandsomest papers
in the States.


