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Sonate as constituted is a most anomalous body for a free

nation te, tolerate, seeiug tbat Rhode Island, e.g., with a

population of 276,000, bas exactly the samne number of

Senaters as New York with nearly five millions; that nover-

tlieless tbis Sonate is ciothed witb powers which enable it te

practically deprive the people of self-government ; that in a

word the Great Republic is in point of fact an oligarchy

and is ruled as sucb. Lt is aise very easy for the pampli-

leteer te show that in regard te the administration of

justice, the socurity of life, the observance of the Sabbath,

and public moraiity generally, tbe United States compares

unfavourably witb our own Dominion. There is, te say

the ieast, an important substratum of trutb beneath this

sorieus impeachiment, and it would lie wel! if Canadians

whe may contempiate soeking a home across the border

could lie inducod te look carefully inte the matter, unde-

terred by ac)y iack of judicial caimness in the manner of

its presentation.

TUIE mevement which Sir Henry Parkos is trying te

inaugurate for teConfederatien of the Australian

Provinces will bc watched witi a geed deal of interest in

ail parts of the Empire. Tbe project itself is ne now

thing. The idea that ahl Australia is destined, eventually,

te bie cousoiidated into eue powerful union of seme de-

scription, bas long been familiar te the people of those

colonies. Lt bas como ne doulit te bie regarded by most of

thomn as manifest destiny. It weuld, indeed, lie disparag-

ing te the intelligence and self-governing capacity of those

great bodies cf intelligent colenists te suppose that,

related as tliey are toeoaci other, and separated as they

are fromn the reat of the worid, they could continue indefi-

nitely in isolation frem each other. Sucli political dul-

ness would show them unworthy of their lineago. Nover-

theless, whether the titue is yet ripe for their confedera-

tien, and what shape that federation can take te insure

saccess and permanence, are questions whicli, as it seems

te us at this distance, will bc found net easy te answer.

As te the first the diticulties in the way will undoubtedly

bce found vory serious, net the least being thoso arising eut

of the diversity in their fiscal systems. To bridge the

chasmn between practical free trade and higb protection,

and bring the two togothor on a common and niutually

satisfactery liasis must lie a formidable task. Thon the

problems of the future relations of oaci province te the

Federal Goverument, and of that Goverument te Downing

Street will, ne doulit, lie found tee complicated for easy

solution. Mauy of the Australians, it is well known, are

accustomed te leok ferward te, independent nationality as

the goal of Australian ambition. Lt would hardly lie

surprising- if these holding sucb views should deemi the

confedoration movoment a fittiug occasion te press them
upen the attention of ail concerned. Seeing that eue of

the chief aims of the Federatiouists will pretty surely be

the prolongation of the colonial relation, or the substitu-

tion for it of Imperial Federation, or some now forai of

suberdination te, Great Britain or alliance with ber, it is

net unlikely that those, wbe cherisi the Independence

dreamn will hesitate te accept a scieme cenceived in anta-

genismn te, their preject. Possibly, liewever, they may

take another view of the matter, and accept federal unien

as a convenieut flrst stop te independeuce. Meanwhile

Canadians will lieartiiy wisb the Federation movemient

success. Happily, it is net, in Australia, complicated by

any question of race jealousies and ambitions.

T1RE dahof the King of Portugal and the succession

of i o te the throne will probably have little

effect upon the history of that ancient and most conserva-

tive kingdom. The decoased king, thougli a man of

literary tastes and culture, lacked the force and individu-

ality of character necessary te a great ruler. He was wel

content te follow in the foetsteps of bis ancesters, and te

lot the people over wiom lie ruled continue te, iag in the

very roar of Burepean and so-called Christian civilization.

The first proclamation of the new king, Caries I., gives ne

evidence of any higher purpose or ambition. H1e swears

te maintain the Catholic religion, the cei15titutieonal laws

and the integrity of the kingdom. lie formn of proclama-

tion is, we suppose, to, a great extent, a matter of custom.

and necessity. But it would lie tee n2uch te expect tiat
any great movement of reform or pregresa should be ini-

augurated by a hereditary monarcli, apart from a necessity,

or at least a preparatien, on the part of the people. In

the case of Pdrtugal, unhappily, tiere is ne evidence of

any such state of pepular feeling. The Portuguese are,
in fact, a peculiar race, combining ciaracterîstice which

are seemningly of the most inconsitan~t and, it miglit lie

8UPPe4ed, incompatible kind. Tîey are eminently brave,

enterprising and adventurous, and yet mentally sluggish,
strangely non-progressive, and almost impervieus te the

entrance of new ideas and ambitions. This may lie in

part accounted for by the absolute and well-nigb universal
sway of the Roman Catbolic religion. The perpetuation

of tbis sway is, in its turc, accountod for by the deplorablo

ignorance in wbich tbe masses are lield. We have net

beforo us any recent statistics, but it is pretty certain that

ne cbange bas occurred or is in progress te take from tliem

the reproacli of being one of the most illiterate nations

in Europe. The great majority of tbe lower classes are

unable te read or write, and their darkened minda f urnish,
in consequence, a soil but tee well prepared for the growtli

of the rankest superstition and bigotry. Thbe day of Por-

tuguese emancipation lias net only net yet ceme, but there

can liardly be said te be any promise of its dawning.

T HE annual addresses of the German Emperr ai the

epening of the Reichstag are documents ef more

than local or even national interest. Their announce-
monts and proposais bave indirect relation te the counoils

of every Goverument in Europe. That read on tlie 22nd
inst. is ne exception te tbe rmIe. Like its predecessers for

several years past its leading paragraplis are those which
doal with military niatters. Further re-o,,raization of tlie

army is proposed, involvicg large incroaso of expenditure,
and as a censequence largely increased contributions from

the sevoral states. The preservation of European peace is, of

course, the great object aimed at in this as in every other
increase of armament, a plea whicli must, one would sup..

pose, have ceme now te faîl upon the ears of the long.

sufering Germans with a bitteriy ironical ring. The
proposai te croate a special department of the Gevernument
te bave charge of Colonial affairs indicates that the

Empire bas fairly embarked upon a clonizing career.
Tbe Emperor's congratulations upon the success of the
Zanzibar blockade and other measures taken for the sup-

Pression of the slave trade in East Africa, sound rather
strange wben read in conjunction witli recent telograms
describing tlie regular traffic in slaves in tho Zanzibar
market. As usual a new Bill fer the suppression of Social-

ism is te bie submitted. The Emperor builds bis liopes of
peace largely upen the personal relations ho lias se
assiduously cultivated with other European rulers, and it
is vory h kely doos se net without goed reasen. Apart
fromt any secret understandiings which may have been
reached ini confidential interviews, thero cau be ne doulit
tliat the interchange of theso personai courtesies between
Sovereigns,,more or less absoluto, must tend te retard the
outbreak of hestilitios. The German Emperor is making
for himself an unique record both as an entertainer of
Kings and a Royal visiter and guest. It must, in the
nature of things, bc more difficult for a dospotic Ruler te
issue a doclaration of war against a brother monarcli fromn
whem lho bas recentîy receivod hospitality, Or te whom lie
has dispensed it, than it would have been had they
remained strangors toeoaci other porsonally. But the fact

that this kingly interceurso is thus relied On te secure the
peace of Europe should suggest te the people of that con-
tinent some very sorieus and profitable reflections upen
what is implied, in regard te the ex tout te which the wars
in wbich their bloed is se freely poured eut are th,
effspring of the persoual or dynastic prjudices and ambi-
tiens of a few bereditary despots.

TPiE PROFEssoRSHJP OF PRILO•O PH Y.

R ECETe vents remind one of the remiarko a judi:ious

dtested the idea Of having anythiug to give away, as it
always made on, ungrateful and ton vindictive. Cor-
tainly we do net onvy the gentleman or gentlemen,
wboever ho or tliey may lie, upon wbom is laid the respon.
sibility Of appeinting professors and lecturers in the
Provincial University. Hardiy over dees sucb an occasion
arise witliout torrents of counsel, criticism and abus-
witbotat very littie conimendatien in any case-being
poured upen the liead of the unbappy patron. Net long
ago it was a Professer of Euglisli Litoraturo who liad
te lie appointedý when sbewers of letters, anonymous and
signed, appeared in thoe daily papers, setting forth ail the
reasonable and unreasonable, possible and impossible quali-
fications that were te lie found in the new professer.

But this kind of thiflg bas reached its culminating

Point in the letters, Jeading articles and deputations (or
was it only one?') which heralded the appointment of the
successer Of the late iameiitod Professer Young in the
Chair of Phulosophy. siUnhappy lies the head that wears
a crewn ; 1 but the wearer of a crown is nothing in mis-

ery te the man who has to satisfy a popular constituency
when lie lias a professorship te give away. And we cor-
tainly have a good deal of pity for the mnan or men who

bave, very probably, been trying to do their best for the
University with a very peculiar kind of encouragement.

It is better to say at once that we have ne personal
interest or personal feeling in this inatter. We have no

knowledge of Mr. Baldwin or Mr. Humne. We do net
even know witli certainty what are the respective parts

takon in the appointnient by tlie Attorney-General and the
Minister of Education ; nor have we any information as

to the sentiments of Sir Daniel Wilson and Principal
Caven, wliese names have been se freely used in connection

with the professorship. But it concerns every one who
bas the interosts of education at heart te pretest against
tlie manner in whicb it seems te have been taken for
granted hy a good many persons tliat the electors te tbis
particular office were swayed by ail kinds of imiproper

motives.
Wliy, in tlie world, sbould Mr. Mowat, or Dr. Ross,

or Sir D. Wilson, or Principal Cayeu wisli to put an

inferior man into sucli a post? 1Wliat intelligible or con-
ceivablo motive could they have for preferring a second-

rate American te a first-rate Canadian i No one imagines,
we suppose, that Mr. Baldwin bribed the patrons or pro-

mised them a porcentage of bis incomne on condition of bis

being appointed!

What wero the arguments einployed by the objecters
te Mr. 'Baldwin's appointaient?1 Chiefly the following.

Mr. Hume is a Canadian and Mr. Baldwin is an Arnerican.
Mr. Hume is the botter man. Mr. Humne is a follower of
the lato Professer Young, ini bis philosophical teacbing,
and Mr. Baldwin is a disciple of Dr. McCosh, of Princeton.
In view of future agitation on similar occasions, it may be
wortli while te make a few remarks whicb niust, of
noessity, be somewhat simple and obvious.

With regard te tbe cdaim that the Professer sbould ho
a Canadian, we have only te say wbat lias been said a
great many times already in tliese columns. Other things
being equal, for overy post tliat,bocomes vacant, a Canadian
sliould be preferred. We do net suppose that any sane
porson demurs te this principle. On tbe other baud, is

tliere any reasonable man wlio will maintain tbat an inferior
Canadian should be preferred, when a superior outsider
can be obtained It is sometimes said that it is adisgrace
te eur local University that it sbould net be able te
oducato men eufficiontly te enable thom te eccupy the place
of teacliers and prefessors. But every one who conisiders
the state of educatien liero and in the old world will at
once soe the absurdity of sucli a reproacli. Our schools
and colloges are excellent and efficient, but tboy have
neither the material nor tlie appliances wbich are feund
in theoleder educational institutions. But, bowever this
may ho, thoso wlie make theso appointments are bounid te
get tlie best men tlioy can, and te get tleiemwliere they
can. This is their simple and obvieus duty, and we trust
tbey will always perferin it, hewever unpopular it may
semetimes make tbom.

But, it is replied, Mr. Hume Was the better mnan. This
nMay be truc, or it may net; but liew can the publlie 
sure of it i1IFor our own part, we should place more re-
liance upon tlie judgment of the rosponsible patrons tban
upon a number of self-censtitutod judges wlie were evi-

deutly in a stateoef nîînd whichi was a bad qlualificationi for
forming a calmn judgment.

But, moreever, it is urged that Mr. Baldwin dees net

liold te tbe samie pblosepbical systemi as the late Professer
Young. This argument, absurd as it is, is net quito new.
The samie thing was said wlien Sir William Haînilton's
successor was ebosen at Edinburgli. Professer Ferrier was
supposed te be a Hegelian, or some other dreadful thing.
Professer Fraser was an ortliodex disciple of the Scottisb
school-a worthy successor of Reid and Stewart and
Hamilton. Well! Professer Fraser was appointod, and
every ene acknowledged that it was a very good apit

ment. But alas for ortbodox Scottiali Philosopby ! Pro-
fesser Fraser bas forsaken the old patlis, or rather lie bas
turned aside inte paths still elder.

Now, if there is any subject on whicb the Heratian
Maxim ef net swearing by the words of any master sbould
be ebserved, it is certainly tbe study of Pbilosepliy. We
are persuaded that Professer Young would have been the
last man te wish tbat a succosser te him slieuld be cliosen
mnerely er mainly becauffe lie was bis disciple and would
carry on the samne teaching. He would have known better
than most of us that the thing was impossible, and that
any one whe should profess te do it weuld eithor be insincere
or altogether incapable of toacbing Phulosopliy. It is
generally known that Professer Young's teaching corre-
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