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tral.system ofOConférence, the-re may be reason to suppose
that, it really* was intenctec in inany cases to reserve' to
the.-trtistees the powers usually assaumed by Conference,
With the. legalquestion, however, wve have no0 concern,
but can onfly.rejoicetthat-the lawhlas found niea ns, in th is
instance, to I;bcete the: gospel. This decision, with re-
gard to.th.e,,Birstal Chapel, is, we hear, Ilof the Iast im-
portance to the uuity, of Methodisni, as thero are very
rnany chapels whose trustees claim the saine indepen-
dence of actig*n ini the. selection ai-d nomination of their
preachers."'. The central un ity of Methodisin is therefore
menaced by tl{e spirit of local independence, and we.con-
fess to a cordial desire that this unnatural unity may be
dissolved..

The MTesleyan. is the. only great Protestant body which
,has attenipted at all effectively to carry ont the Roman
Catholic.policy of iaking the poor and unlearned. instru-
müental intheir own religiois teaclhing. F'or this purpose
the eccelesiastical .machinery devised lihas been exceeci-
ingly skilful; 'but-Ithe very' perfection of the machinery
lias consisteci in drawîng awývay livingr power from the
extremities, and concentrating it in an ecclesiastical cen-
tre. -. Without this thue. Methodist ilachinery could
scarcely go on. Raw, halitinstracted, and therefore self-
confident theological: teachers coûld .not be employeds o
eFfectively -and universally un lesà their. function wero
rather:purtelyto.transmit force than teo originate it - g
less they were the joints of a machine, nlot centres of per-ý
sonal influènce.ý Accordingly the whole 'skill of'the or-
-panisation depends on -that: con stant iov6menit of the
Weslèyan lay-ýpreachers,, by. which'single 'cei2tres of lu-

gence are* prevented frein arising, anid a mère Ciréulaïr

.617


