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tion, the miere obhivion and childisliness, enable us ta say that,
such a persan is unable ta take care of himself or his affairs, and
never Nvill be able.

Coming' now to the niatter of treatment, I would say first
of ail, that without exception alienists agree and statistios pro\te
that early removal from the scenes anci surroundings which \vere
present during the onset of the attaclc is essentially the priniary
step in the treatmlent of insanity, cither fully developed or ini-
cipient, where circumstances Nvil1 at ail permit of such a change.
If you pick up the report of any institution for the care of the
insane nowadays you will observe a table dealing with the resuits
of thue year, whichi wilI read about as follows:

Percentage of recoveries on admissions, aniywh,,ere f rom :25
ta 45. 0f those recovered about q0 per cent. were admnitted dur-
ing the first month of the attack, and fullY 75 per cent. wivere
admitted within the first three nionths, whereas those who xvere
kept at home up ta a year and more showecl no recovery, or, at
best, a very insignificant percentage."

Lnsanity in this respect is just like anv other disorcler, if
neglected it wvill cleepen and grow more confirmed and the prospect
of recovery wvi1l pass with the days until none is left in a very
short timie. Tlhe:efore, prompt action is indicated.

I do not think that the nieg-leet of treatmient in the early
stages is often due ta tentative action on the part of the physician,
but is more due ta the ignorant concealment of the case uponi the
part of the family, acting uncler the wretchedly false sentiment
of the day, that ta have a case o-F insanity in the family is a
terrible disgrace. The friends in these cases do nat wishi wilfully
ta throw away the patient's prospects of recovery, quite the re-
verse, I feel sure; but thev expect that in some mysteriauis way
nature w'ill rise equal ta the occasion and bring about a return
ta the normal, and sa shie wvil, if possible; but they give her no
chance, and sa miatters go on unitil somne avert action brings thec
unfortunate within the clutch of the law, and then the whole
thing, is ventilated befare the public and much sorrow and liard-
ship resuits to ail cancerned. Such cases very frequently settie
down inta hopeless dementia after reachiing thc asylum at last.

Sarne of you may not agree with this plan of early removal,
holding that where at ail possible an attenipt shauld. be made
ta treat the patient at home first w'ith a view ta preventing the
unfortunate odium being attachecl ta him. which seems ta be the
unavoidable resuit even in this enlightened age wvhere a man bas
bee-n once certificated insane. Certainly this secms a verv laudable
abject ta be achieved, but thc resuits are not encouraging, as
shiowrýn bv statistics.
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