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EOCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
NARCH — 1868,

Frilay, 20 —The Five Wounds.

TVatarday, 21 —St, Beooit Ab,

Sanday, 22.~F urth Suoday io Lent

Sonday, 23.—Of the Feria

“Pargday, 24.- Of the Feria

Wedneaday. 25.~~ARNDNcIATION of B. V. M, obl.
Thared-y, 26.—0f the Feria

BeGULATIONS FOR LENT.—A! days of Lent,
Handays excepted, from Ash Wednesday to Holy
Sztarday included, are days of fasting and abst:-
rRence.

TThe use of flesh meat at every meal 15 per—
waitted on all the Sundays of Lent, with the ex-
«xption of Palm Sonday.

‘T'he use of desh meat is also by special indul-
gences-dliowed at the one repast on Mondays
“Fgesdays, and Thorsdays of every week from the
fSrut Swnday after Lent, to Palm Sunday.—Oa
ive “Hirst-four days of Lent,as well as every day
tix Holy Weck, the use of flesh meat is prohibited.

NEWS OF THE WEZK.

“Frish aflairs will certainly command the atten—
Gen 6t tbe British Parliament during the present
aession, to the exclusion almost of other topics.
A&otions and Resolulions have already been laid
%mlore the House of Commons, and lively de-
ates have thereupon ensued. Unfortunately the
eadly-pomt oa which there is any approach to
wsaxamimity 18 the existence ot much disaffection 1
Heefand ; but when the questions are raised, to
=rtat does this owe its origin? and what steps
ape best svited to sllay 1t 1 there w the great-
et discrepancy of opinion. The O’Donoghue
& wasted that the Church and Land questions we;e
4fee Teading causes of the existing discontent, and
act the first remedies wanted for the patient
‘agere the disesdowment of the Establisbmeunt, and
“he grantiog 31 year leases to temaats, Mr.
Bright insisted on the urgency of creating a pea-
waut proprietary, but thought meanly of the erec-
on of a Catholic, or as he styled 1ty a Sectarian
Waivernty. This1s just what might bave been
expected from Mr. Bright. As a Liberal be
%@ms, can have, no sympathy with Catholics — but,
a5 2 demagogue, he would be well content to in-
aagurate in Ireland the social revolution,which he
fmpes may extend to England, There bave been
39 important events in cosnection with Fenian—
dxw during the past week, Mr. Speke, the miss-
&g clergyman of the Chorch of Englaad, bas
GHeen'found, The man, it is thought, must be

- «ecanged in bis mind, as his moral character 13
&reeproachable. Nothing definite is, as yet, re-
gsorted of the Abyeiman expedition.

The trial of the Presdent of the United
Hates is Hixed for the 23rd inst, and it 1s exjec-
ed that his opponents wili bave got him out of
itke wayin afew weeks from ths date.

Hfter a recess of about eleven weeks, our
Weovincial Legislature met agaic at Ottawa
wmdhe 12th mst. Only two of the representa-
dove from Nova Scotia, Messrs, Tupper and
‘Htxart"Campell, were present. As yet, no im-
spavsaot busioess has been brovght forward, but
afimrp work 15 anticipated on the matter of the
Hmtercolonial Ralway. Rumors of dissension in
e “Cobinet, and of impending Minsstersal
«Zasngesare rife, bat these must be received
writk-wuch caution.

Tct-is reported «that H. R. H. the Prince of
“Weles -will ..pay - visit to Ireland during the

- Waster holidays,and that at the same time a
- Wogal Proclacmation will appear according an
amsedty to-many -of the political offenders in
- 4=t country, :
. - THE LComeny oF ‘CoNvocarioN. — The
- Tcttesh phblic bas heen treated to a third Scene
.+ s very amusing performance, and this, by no
- meemer personages than the Goveroment Arch.
:wefeps and Bishops of the Established Church
wConvocation assembled. The names of the
tAMTGM indeed changed. Instead of Arch-
_fexcon -Chasuble, Mean Pompous, and their
uﬁmé;we have the Rt. Rey. Fathers in God
Sdxebury, Loudon, Llandaf, Canterbury cum |

multis aliss. In all other respects, reading the
report m the London T¥mes of what occurred
the other day in the Upper House of Convoca-
tion is J‘ust like reading a page or two of the
very laughable work lately given anonymously
to the world uoder the title which heads this
article.

~ The farce was opened by the Bishop at Lior—
don, who brought forward a motion to the eflect,
that, as ali the Resolutions miberto adopted by
the Convocation of Canterbury and of York to
put down Rituahsm bave been treated as so much
buocombe by the ioferior clergy, benceforward
the “limits of ritual observance should not be
left to the uncoctrolled discretion of indiwmidual
clergymen, and ought Lherefore to be defined by
lawful authority.”

A most sensble Resolution no doubt ! but
what is, and where s to be found the ‘¢ laioful
autherity * w the Church of England competent
to define * the limi's of ritual observance 7> The
reader will perce that this 1s the very question
discussed 1n the Jerusalem Chamber by our
friends Easy, Chasuble, Pompous ‘& To.

Everybody koows of course, that the only * law
ful authority” competent to legislate for the
Church of England in matters of docirine or of dis-
cipline is the authority that created it—that is to
say Parliament: that no other autbonty does or
possibly can exist elsewhere ; and yet there was
an evident reluctance to pame I’arliament on the
part of all the actors in the farce. The Arch-
bishop of Canterbury who made the last speech
felt himself in what the Yankees term “a bad
fix.” Neither he, nor his bretkren koew what
he and they were called on to do by the terms
by their brother of Loodon’s Resolution. * They
were not asked o pass an Act of Convoeation:™
which if passec would be of no legal force what-
soever, and at which Ritualists would but poke
fun as in time past; aod the poor Archbichop
did vot know where to look for the needed
s Jawful authority,” whose aid agatnst rituatism
they were urged to invoke. ¢ Certainly not the
authority of Parliament” he said ; for it would
be too absurd if Anglicans were to appeal for a
code of laws to regulate their worship, to a body
composed of Catholics as weil as ot Protestants,
whose members are not even all Christians: and
yet ovlsde of Parliament there 15 no body that
can pretend even to have any right to exercise
s Tawful authority” o the Church ol England.
The Archbishop therefore concluded that though
it was very desirable to limit ritual obrervances
to the terms of the rubric—which by the bye no
one understands, which every one interprets after
his own fashion, and which as the Archbishop bim-
self recognised “ rested upon the authority of
Parlianent, as ndeed did the whole Prayer
Book lself *—still all they, the Bishops, could
do towards thie desirable object was, to pass the
Resolution which ¢ would bave a tendency to
conciliate and promote private barmomous action
in the Chburch!!! It was the duty of that
House to make some statement showing that they
objected to these practices, and that was the
object of the proposed Resolution.”

But what if the Ritushstic Clergy should, as
heretofore, laugh at the objections of Goverc«
ment Bishops, and poke fun at their statements ?
And this 1s just what will be the case we may ve
svre ; for the Ritualists well know that their
opponents dare not push matters against them t»
extremities, by applyiog for an Act of Parliament
to put them and their practices down: and that
there is no other ¢ lawlul authority” which has
aoy power over them, or their offensive doings.
Parliament might 1.deed force them to pull of
their albs, their capes and chasubles, to abandon
their intonations, to cease their genuflections, to
renounce their censors and incense pots, to bresk
their crucifixes, and to extinguish thewr candles;
but they know, and the Archbisbop of Canterbury
knows, and all men of all parties in the Church
koows, that to invoke Parliament would be tke
death blow of the Establishment tend the very
last act of the Comedy of Convocation. Oaq
this poiit the Bishop of Salishury was very ex-
plicit ; and he did but express the geveral sen.
timeot upon the suicidal ‘policy of invoking en
Act of Parliament to put down Ritualism when
he gave it as his opision that, * 1f anything could
tend to produce schism in the Chureh, 1t would
be Jegizlation on these points : he fell every day,
more and more distinctly, that if legislation were
to take place upon many of these points it would
break up the Church Legislation might come,
but it was for their Lordships to be clear from
all responsibility of baving produced it.”

But f Parliameat be discarded, where 15 the
& Jawlul authoriiy® competent to define the limits
of ritualism to be found? In the words of our
old friend Dean Critical  can any of our reve-
rend Aoglican friends mform us what 2s the au-
thority ot the Church of Eogland 7

® Dr. Newmsan esid a short time ago that the
Aunglican Prayer Book was but an Aot of Parliament
some three hundred years old.

OnpiNATIONS.—At the Cathedral, St. Hya-
cimthe, on Sunday morning 14th March, the Rev.
Messrs. Victor Chartier and Ferdinand Coderre,
both of the Diocese of St. Hyacimthe, were

raised to the Sacred order ot the Priesthood
by bis Lordship Bishop Larocque.

The Coustitation of the United States is sard
to “ be on ats trial.”” Of course it is, and it is
so because it is a written constitution. All
wriften constitutions are, and always must be on
their trial. .

The difference betwixt wrilten constituions—
such s i3 that of the United States, and to a
great extent that of this coustry—apd unwritten
constitutions, such as is that of Eogland~is as
the d:flerence betwixt our clothes and our skins.
The latter grow with our growth, sdapt them-
selves to our evéry change of postere, and are
therefore always a good fit. Bat we out grow
our clothes, we become too tall, or too stout for
them ; and as these possess no power of sell-
adaptatiop, or elf-repewal, such as our tkios
possess ; as they canoot, in short, alter as they
alleration find in the wearer, it necessanly fol-
lows that the good fit of to-day may be po fit at
all to-morrow, and hence clothes, and written
constifutions, are, and ever must be, constantly
on therr tral It 1s ne particular reproach
therefore to the constitution of the UJnited States
1o say (hat it is on its trial, for this is but the
cquivalent of saying that it 18 a written constitu-
tion, and subject therefore to all the wcon-
veniences of such poliical garments. This -
convenience reflects po discredit on the skill of
the tailor who cut them out, and stitched them.

Oue thing too is certam. That the old poli-
tical suit, or constitution which fitted the United
States well enough in the days of their youth
must now be exchanged for another. It is worn
out, 1t 15 too tight in one place, too loose in
another, and it 1s quite threadbare everywhere.
It bas also gone out of fashion, ke the bair-
powder, the ample wigs, aud chaia armour of our
ancestors. 1s day is past, and its proper place
1s the lumber-room, where the wora out rubbish
of the household 15 deposited to moulder and rost
away. Ia the meaotime, the polilical tailors,
heedless of expence, are bard at work, entting
away, sleshing and stitchiog 1a the bopes of being
soon able to turn outa new and more commodt
ous suit, one more in harmooy with the tastes of
the present generation. ‘

The idea, 10 fact, seems to be gaining ground
amongst the latter, that the office of Presidery
1s an encumbrance 1o be got nd of, an antiquated
appendage, neitber useful nor ornumental, and to
be docked therefare, as pig-tails were docked.—
Already petitions to that effect have been pre-
sented in the Senate ; and the obvious tendency
of the revolutionary movemeat m the Ugited
States 18 to obliterate the time honored lipe of
demarcation betwixt Legislative and Executive
functions ; and to concentirate the latter in the
bands of the Legislatare, which will not only
make tbe laws, but execute them by the hands ol
Cowmmittees of Salut Public aud Surete Gen
erale, to be chosen by itself, out of its own
members, and periodically renewed. T'ins 1s the
political order to which democracy naturally
does inchne ; and (rom such ap order the transi
tion to Cemsarism, or the despotism of one man.
power is easy, natural, almost evitable. ‘I'je
written conshtution has been discarded as a bad
it by the Congress, or fragment of a Congress,
which now asserts that its authority bas no
limits save those which its own will imposes on
i, and which claims to be legbus solutus, cr
above al! Jaw. Tke radical party, supreme io
the North, tacitly recognise these claims, and
the South, still bieeding, 13 too weak to contest
them ; and there 1s therefore at present every
prospect that they will be allowed, and carried
out to their logical conclusion. All power, ex-~
ecutive and legislative, baving then been concen-
trated in the bands of one body, 1t is no ex-
travagant bypothes:is to ruppose that the same
extraordinary powers may ome day be concen—
trated in the bands of one man; that they will
when all parties shall be wearied out with the
turmoll of political strife, be prasped by the
successlul soldier, who 1n the political order 15 the
natural beir to the lawyers, and wild theorists
who inaugurate revolutions ; and who by break-
g down all constitutional barriers against abso-
luteism, against polyarchical as well as agamst
monarchical absolateism — make straight and
smooth the paths to power of the necessary and
ipevitable Dictator, :

8T. PATRICK'S DAY.

This great religious and Natiopal Festival of
our Irish fellow-subjects was celebrated on Tues-
day laat, in this port:on of their Majesty’s domin-
10ns with all due bonors. Atan early’hour, 8 a.m.,
according to the programme pubiished in our
last, and which we need not, therefore reproduce,
the St. Patrick’s Society and other religious and
charitable organisations tormed m frout of the
newly erected Si, Patrick’s Hall, from whence
they marched in prescribed order to the St.
Patrick’s Church, where the religious rites were
to be performed.

High Mass was suag by the Very Rev. P,
Billaudel, V. G., of the Semivary of St. Sulpice,
assisted by the Rev. Mr. Mehan, ot Halfax, as

Deacon, nod the Rev E. McKeona, of New

York as Sab-deacon. The music selected for
the occasion was that of Hayden’s sixteenth Mass, '
which was excellently readered hy the effctent |
Chatr of the Church, assisted by a fll orchestra,

musical amateurs of the city under the leadership
of Professor Tarrington. The Sopranos were
beaded by Mss Falloo,the Altos by Miss Martn,
the Teoors and the Bazs by M. M. Graot and
Teulon respectively. M. A. Meilleur presided
at the organ, 2nd E. Waods, Esq., acled as
condictor, During the offertory Mozart’s mag-
nficent % Splendente Te Deus” was most ad-
mirably sung with full orchestral accompanimeat.

. THE SERMON. ,
The Preacher of the Day was the Rev. Mr.
Hogan of St. Sulpice, attached to the St.
Ann’s Church. After the first gospel, the Rev.
gentieman mouated the pulpit and delivered . the
splendid address of which we bave endeavoured 1o
give an abstract below. Of course it 13 as impos-
sible to do justice to the reverend gentleman’s
discourse w a brief report like ours, as 1t is
the co'umns of a journal to reproduce the effect
which it brought upon the delignted audience ;
but we think that 10 1ts main features, our anaiysis

will be found tull and faithful,

1 The land that waa desolate and impsbsible shall
he glad, sod tte wilderoeas sball rejoice and shall
fisurish like the lily.” - Isaies ch. 35_1i.

These beantifu) words of the Holy Ghost, spoken
‘bv Iseias. were prophetic of the bappiness rpd jay
that nations were to be bleseed with when brooght
tn the knnwledge of Chriat, aud indaced to submit to
the teachings and anthority of bis chorch. Io ms-
gemhling bere todav to felebrate our national fosst,
we come to thank God for the complete fnlfiiment of
this prophecy 1n ourregard. and to hooor St. Patrick
of whose instrumentality God nvailed bims<If for the
execution of bis Providential deaigns. Ireland, like
other oations wsB once, beloved Lrethren, 8 desolate
and impagsible land, a couatry under the sway of a
horde of urfeeling and bheartless Drnids. Tt weas a
wilderpess tbat yrodoced pougbt but P ganiem ané
i'g deplorable cozsequences: hut waich, thanka to
heaven, has since rejrirved nnd flourished like the hily,
by the resplardent brigbtoess of her children's faith,
and the never fadicg charms of 4beir maoy virtues.
If at present Ireland cannot hosst of roaterial great
negg, we her children though at 8 far off distance,
must only deplere her impoverished state, if national
discontent bas no other effect than to nggravate her
distress, avd render her conditirn Jess settled and leas
toleratle, we mast ocly trust that ocur merciful Gnd
whose degigna we do not always comprebond, wiii i
his own suitable time, yleld to the crieg of bis faith
ful people and so dispnse matters fn their regard as
wiil tend to the'r greater glory and bappioess. So-
ciety, almost all over the world, is at presentin apn
nonbealthr und chronic atate ; a gpirit of revolution,
bred and fostered by impiety, bag wasted snd de.
voured civilisation to the very cora. The Oatholic
Chureh, which waa destived by God to bring glad-
uess and rejniciage ta natiove, which befare were de.
solate and as wilderoess, hag bheem singled out by
tbean insidions enemies ns the special ohjeot of most
treacheroug attacks. She is at pr:sent agsailed by
storms from different qnarters; she wonld aprearonce
more like the distressed bark on the gea of Genega-
roth, tolling amnnga* the billowe,and on the point of
being submerged ; but ber tonoder 18 within ber, he
will ot suffer her to be wrecked. he will enab'a her
to continue 8till to gladden the desolate aad impas
sib'n lands, to bring joy to the wilderness snd mske
it flourish like the lily. Tras, ber enemies lately
exnlted in beboldi- g with more than human vision,
the certaio downfall of the Papacy, sud tha conge-
quent craah of what they were pleased to oall an
+ ffote egtsblishment ; but bad these wize perople only
called to mind that sbe ia of divine institation, Tikely
these forebodinga would never bave geen the light of
day, as tien many pecsncs not imbued with the same
religious eentiments, and convictions that we are,
think that bumsn onposition is capable of deatroyirg
the Oatholic Charch. I will prove to you the con.
travy, and [ hope to show you that the oppositions
which ehe encoustered. and so completely surmounted
in her lofancy, are rufficient to eatabl’sh the fact that
ghe is the work of God, and thereby defies the power
and inzeouity of bomao malies,

To satiefy you that ooe Church is of divine jostitn.
tion, and conpegnently beyond the control ot worldly
rancor and boman malice, Jet ug contrsst the oh
ataclee that gtood in the way of ber eptablishment
with the mrans employed to surm-unt the same; and.
in 1be uatural powerleasness of thegs means, no un
prejudiced or urbiassed mind can for an fostant
refase scknowladging the author of her bring, or that
ghe ia atamped with the renl of the Divinity.

The Rev. Gentleman then developed the opnosi.
tfon the Christian religinn met with from thse intel.
lectnal sta*e of the bum+n wmind. At no period of
the world's history was anciety ro ealightesed. The
somiog of Obrist was preceded by the residenca on
earth of peranns prgsessing the most enrpassing
1a'en’s of which buman pature may fee! prood.—
Thess men whosa brilliant talents are aven yet ob-
jecta of cur sdmiratiop, filled the world with their
reanwn Science rad letters were caltivated ta the
highest degree, Philosopby held the place of honor :
opinione were thoronghly discuseed all coveted the
bonor of being seegarded a8 philnsorbers, Emperars
would faia comnvlete their dignities with the lagrels
of the schonls, Men goncr ntrated their in all self-love,
employed all their talen's and elcquangs in ita bonor,
and it8 defence But the coming of Jesns Christ ap-
nranced the time when this vain philosochics! en-
thusesm sbould disappear, when A pew Ptileaophy,
for stch was tbe nsme some of the early Fathers
gave to the trite religino. ehoald be introduced to
teach buman reagon 118 veritable fanotione, to mark ita
limita, rukjact it to faith and rastify and purify it by
ite divine moral coda What means were ¢ heem
nloved 10 effect this chroge? Where could OQur
Lord find peraons qual-fied to operate such & univer
gal revonlution, eelect co-npevators in this great
mission? [t waa from the ehores of tne gen, and the
the masts of commerce. He selects twelve men,snme
devoid of edunoation, all entirely ignorant of the
simplest rudiments of science Buch were ths
agents gelccted 10 work the wondrous change in the
iotelleat of man., At Ohriat’s crmmapd these brave
goldiers of the oroas entered with a courage and in
trepidity which, to mere human thought almost ap«
pears sudacioue into the midst of 1beir work, They
do not confiar thelr apostolic visits to villages, to
those spats where they wounld meet with peor and
iznorant people as themeelves, but they enter boldly
the centres of talent nod learning. At Rome at
Atbens, at Qorin:b, Bphesus, ard Awntioch, they
boldly defy the merst powei ful and best practised
genlures. and what has been the reault of thia strange
and rpparently uorqusl speciea of confl ot, of a oon-
fl ct between simplicity and the most subtle dialeo.
tics, between ignorance and the most profound era-
dition, between rodeness and the most highly po
lished and brillian* elcqnence Thé result has
proved to be what nothog but the unlimited power
of God could effact—namely, that Philoaophy da
fended by hostes of the most learved, supported by all
that toe buman mind could furmish and devise in
the way of meansand regourced, has been sompletely
varqnished, sod the Oatholic dootrines. preacbed by
twelvo poor illiterate fishermen, have gained pons
session of its etrongholde, reformed and purified

pociety, govern and regnlate the minds of wmea by
the transcendant charma of their divioe ppirit. The
cauges of thia snccess ean be found 1n no principle of

i human natinn. bnt are mentioned by 8t. Pau! 1 Oors

1 ck, 27, 28 versan,
!

comprising several of the most dustinguishedl

The next obstacle wiioh offered itgelf to the eg.
tablisbment of the Qbureb bad ita existence in the
state of prevailing religions. The preacher then
expoged the varied forms ot idolatrous worship, the
utterly false ideas of the divinity then existing in the
world, and the attachment of peaples to their super-
stitious rites, Th's false worship was bound in wiy
the then oune government of the warld, the Remag
emperors controlling religious worship, the priesthood
ag it were officers of the state, the destinies of (he
Em-ire and of Rome esteemed to depend on the pre-~
gervalion of this idolatrous worabip. Such wan the
moral and religious atmosphere of eociety at the
pericd at which onr boly religion was introduced. Ip
the bosom of, in the very heart of tbig pugan reli.
gion, fo solidly established, and eo anivers.
ally revered wags sopounced the existencs
of a vrew and diffe ent religion, entirely diffarent
from nll thege others which successively incarporated
themselvet with the older forms of idolatry A
Religion to sll externs! appearances uoaocial, g
worship incompatible with all the ancient forms,
whge otjact wes a God the avowed enemy of all 1he
divioities. This pew religion could rot be made
to bend to expediences or consent to oowpromiges :
its fixed principle was that the votaries of “he ap-
cient errors hon'd admit that all they had bitherto
believed were bul fabies, that all they had hitherto
revered were but meatal illusions, and all they had
adored were demor.s. It demanded that tkey shonld
banish from theic hearts the religions principles
which ther imbibed at the motker's breast, that they
should abjure at her shrines the dogmas that cames
down to them from a very long succession of ag-
cestora : that they should modify the ambitious pree
teneiona of their goveroments, and oblige their 1ove-
reign to seek no more the aupport which the pomp of
religions ceremoniea sfforded 1o their suthority,—
The Anposties called upon the iuhabitants of the vari.
ous pations which they cntered to pull down and
tramp'e on whatever had been hitberto the otjects
of their reapect, and this withoot promising to re.
place them with apytbing that could natarally f1I
the void in their corrupt feeliogs. Ina‘ead of tho
divivities that public imagioation multiplied and
embellisbed in accordasce with it8 owu tste, they
present for public adoratidpn a man born of & moat
despised people, wtose life, passed in humiliationg
and poverty, was terminated.iz accordance with the
sentence of A Roman President, amidst the monat jr-
famous spacies of euffarings, sufferings such aa Rema
wonld inflict on po other than a slave, For the
anchaoticg fictions which charmed and elevated the
gpirits of the Pagang, the dpostles subatitated mys.
teries which were enjoined to be telieved, forbidden
to be examined, impossible to be penetrated. What
latent torce did these dozmas80 anstere this worehip
altogether Bpiritusl, possess, that conld make meg
feel obliged to ancrifice to them every thing whieh
for centuries *hey were accnstomed to revere and
cherish | However, Paganism, whichseo long wield-
ed an mctive power not only in the apiritual
but also fa the material government of ype
civilized worli, bas disappsared, nnd the Catholic
religion reigns io ita stead. The idols of old are re-
duced to duay, and the doctrines of the crucified man
trinmph in every heart,and are revered argund every
altar.

The perverted intellect, and the deeply ronted at.
tachment 10 the false religions ¢ffected the most
cerraptive inflaence on the beart of man, The heart
geduced the inteliect, the intellect reciprocally
aggravated the depravity cof the heart. Muo deified
bis passions. Haviog adored what be pracriced, hs
seropled not to practice what he adored. Rome, the
mistress of the world, exhibited the example of every
crime appropriating to berself, with the tressures of
conquered nations, their gods and their vices —
Decency forbida the aceseription of the depths of
liceotiousness into which men plunged The oparessed
poor were the victims of the rish ; A system of {nzury,
the derails of which would appesr incredible even in
the present century, ostentatiously irsnlted publie
misery ; embition elevated to the diguity of a virtge,
awbition regarded as s boblevess of soul, bavicg
long disturbed the republic, finally overthrew it, and
incessantly menaced the tbrone which iteelf had
erected. Haviog pictured the effects nreduced on
gociety by unbridled and unresrrained jnfluencs of
buman passions, givirg an 1dea of the Immorolity of
the Roman people at the time of the introduction of
trae religion ia the Empire, the reveresd gentlcman
said : As Jopas, centuries betore, appro:ched the
walls of Niniveh with tkte view of fnducing fts
inbabitants to bs converted to the Lned, did S,
Peter and St. P.ul dirret their ateps to Rome to
battle with buman passinns—to brave the tempests
and storms that their aodertaking would arouse
ngaicat themeelves, and bring 1t inhabitants to agh.
mit to tbe teaching of the Gospel. They came fo
substitnte the rigors of mortificarion for the luxarions
enjoyments that then prevailed; to establish the
spirit of abnegation instead of the ingatiuble projects
of amblition ; to pull down end tramb'e on the pre.
tensions of pride, and make bumility tbe poblest trait
of the character ; to destroy the rage of bum»n ven.
gernce by the cbarmling virtue of Chrigtian cbari:y
apd to cxtiaguish the fira of voluptaonaress with tba’
by ter teard of répontance, The Apoatles nroposed to
themgelvea changing completely the idess of the
Romsn people, teariog from the beatt of man what
bad bitherto been its ovety desite, and lngrafting in
ita stead the love of these thinge whish had besn the
object ot ita countempt. What hopea could thers be
entertained of the snccess of this projzct—of a pro-
Jject 8o difficalt in itself, axd, to the eye of buman
prudence, 80 manifeatly perilons. Judging from hde
man cobjectures the views of worldlings, one could
expect nothing for these bold champio s of the Ca-
tholic Church except disappointment and death ; bat
a8 it was God and not the spirit of the world that
ger.t them, they renlised all their expectatiooe, they
trempled on idolatry, changed the convigiions of
the peapls, trught them s new law, and a new
wornlity, and Roms, once the proud Pagan Rome,
they made the centre and mistress of Christianity.~
The yoke that Rome, as conqueror, imposed on na-
tigog iz the daye of her Pagavism is broken; liperty
grew np with Obristianity ; the despotism ever con.
sequent on the existence of almost universal empire
disappeared with other abnses, and it ig to the foster-
ing aod cherishiog care of the Qatholic Ohuroh that
we are indebted for the altered and improved state of
society. The Obair of the Pobtiffs replacea the
throne of ‘the Camsars; Rome, orce the model snd
propagator of every species of corruption, hse become
the expounder of evangelical precepts the mother
and gu-~rdiau of decer cy, moraiity, and virtue. The
nomberless calumnics nitered against the Catholic
religicn were pamed by the preacher, as amother
obatacle, a8 well as the eight persecuti ng, the spizit
of vengesnoe actnsling which, and the horrirle tors
ments {rflicted. were awelt on for sowe time. Full
three bundred years paseed away before Qbristlan
blood graw dry oo the instrumenta of torture, apd il
occsaionally the system of persecution was relazed,
it wee only that the gathering storm would rage
wirh increased vigor and violence. How could the
Otarch, in despite of the continual persecution
which nezailed ber, increage and broame fortified 7—
The pillsts that supported the edifice were deatroyec,
aod yet the edifice itself only boorme more soljd.~
In society, it iy admitted, that the capture and death
of a chief lends to the breaking up and destruction of
a party ; bat In the cses of the Church, they ouly
contributed to her strength and coosolidatior, Tha
eatablishment of the religion of Obriat demsnded the
incessant labors of the Apostles, snd their deaths
were the teal of its security and proaperity. The
Cbriatians met martydom that thelr blood might ba-
ciome tke geed fiom which new Ohrigtiacs would
rige. ;
much the more di@ the Qatholic rveligion take rooty - - :
spread, aud grow. 0
cited some ‘qnotariovs from the early Obrigtiad
writers regarding the increase of Chriatianity, sbow- -

Ing that, notwithatand'ng all ‘these precautions, the-

The more Obristians were put to death by8o

Heore .the Jearsed gentlemanm ' %



