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‘T'he arrival of the English journals has confirined
the telegraphic report of the resignation of Lord John
Russell and his erew. “Whether the fendered resig-
nation will be aceepted, is another, and a very difierent
affair. Indeed, we do nct sce how it is possible, in
the present state of parties, to compose a ministry, of
which Lord John Russcli shall not be Ieader in the
Touse of Commons. Next mail will solve the
mystery, and perhaps bring confirmatien that ihe
resignation was but an « artful dodge * to enhance his
value, as shewing that there is none save Lord John,
who can manage the vesscl of the State in the
present critical civcumstances. ‘The new Penal law,
ol which we produce a copy, has completely failed in
salisfying the bigotry and prejudices of the Protestants
of Tngland—but has, we rejoice to say, roused a
spirit of deep and determined opposition on the part
of the Catholics of Ireland. God speed them, say
we,  They have suffered so much {rom that foul and
accursed Protestantism, and its persecutions, that
now, when the beast begins to lift its head again,
ihey are defermined 1o crush it.  ‘War—war to the
knife, against all Penal laws, and all wlo attempt to
re-impose thein, should be the rallying cry of the Irish
Catliolics, the waiclword of every true son of Erin.
‘We hope that all minor dillerences may be forgotten,
and that the Trish will assume an attitude sullicient to
convince the Protestant Government of England, that
the day is past for czer, when Catholics will submit to
have their faith reviled, or their clergy insulted. It
is not with thirty thousand, or twice that number of
troops, that the peace of Ireland will be preserved, if
the Irish do but make a proper use of the oceasion,
the folly and bigotry of Britain’s rulers has presented
to them. DBestdes, if we are not much mistaken, a
majority of these same troops are Catholies—thank
God.

A Despatch has been received by his Excellency
the Governor-General, from Itarl Grey, dated the
27th of January, upon the subject of the Clergy
teserves in this colony, from which we extract the
following :—

«I have now to instruct yonr lordship to inform the
Housoe of Asseinbly, wheun it shall again be called to-
gether, “that their Address to the Queer, which was
transniitted to me in yonv despatch, has been laid
before her Majesty, and that her Majesty has been
pleased to receive 1t very sraciously.  Yon will further
inform the House that while her Majesty’s servants
greatly regret that a subjeet of so much ditfienlty as
that of the Cleray Reserves should after an interval of
some years have again been brought under diseussion,
it has appeared to fherr, on mature deliberation, that
the desire expressed by the Assembly in this Address
ought 10 be acceded 1o, and they will accordingly be
prepared 1o recommend to Purliament that an Act
should be passed, giving to the Provincial Legislature
full anthority to make such alterations as they may
think fit in the existing arrangements with regard 1o
the Clergy Reserves, provided that existing interesis
ara respected.”

for one partiele of the property which it at present
holds. The whole of such -property was acquired
either by purchase, or else by gifts, from private
individuals. "The Seigniory of the 1sland of Montreal,
{was bought by the Sulpicians from the Company of
the “ Hundred Associates,” at a price far exceeding
its value in those days. The title by which that
property is held, is thercfore as sacred in the eyes of
all ionest men, no matter of what creed, as is any
property held by the editor of the Courier, which he
has bought, and paid for. It is the same with the
property held by the other religious communities,
which consists of gifts from private individuals, jands
purchased with hard cash, but in no instance of 2
grant from the State. The peaccable enjoyment of
their property, is moreover guaranteed by ilie most
solenn of engagements on the part of the British
Government, by international trcaties—the faithful
observance of which, on the part of the said govern-
ment, is the only claim which it possesses 1o the
allegiance of its Franco-Canadian subjects. We
trust that Protestants will not allow, as in the present
instance, the difference of their religious tencts, to
blind them to the fust principles of justice and
common honesty. Ifor our part, we say, that we
have no objection to sce our Protestant hrethren, no
matter of what denomination, aéquire property for the
use of their respective congregations, or for the relief of
their poor, in the same mauner as the Cathalic Clureh
in this country has acquired ils properly ; and when
that day arrives, we are sure that no Catholic will be
so foolish as to talk about its having been granted by
the State, or so dishonest as to recommend its
confiscation for any purpose whatsoever. Ve would
beg of the editor of the Courier, before writing
again upon the subject, to give himself the trouble to
ascertain Zory the Catholic Church property was
acquired, and by what titles it is held. We lave
loo gootl an opinion of lis candor, to think that he
will then repeat, “that these titles are not more
sacred than that by which the Reserves were sct
aside for religious purposes.”

“TWhen we read the True WiTNEss,” says an
evangelical cotemporary, ¢ we are foreibly reminded
of Luther’s times™; that is to say, the Montreal
Witness opines that the subject of controversy
between the Church and Heresy, between truth and
error, is the same row in the xiIx., as it was in the
xvL century.  The writer is correct for onee in his
life. e might lave gonc much further, and said
with equal truth, that the controversy now raging
between Catholicity and Protestantism, forcibly re-
minded him of, because in alt important points identical
with, the contest carried on by the Church against
the Protestants of an earlier period,—Albigenses or
Bulgarians, Manichzans, Montanists, Arians and
Donatists,—or the sectaries of any of the other
heresies with which, from time to time, the devil has
been permitted to vex the Church. Differiug with one
another, they have at least all agreed in one particular
—in rejecting her authority. It is this denial which
constitutes the offence of heresy, and against which
the Cliurch ever has, and ever will have to combat,
until the consummation of all things, when the Lord
Himself shall appear, to destroy all heresy with the
brightness of his coming, that all may be judged who
have not believed the truth.

But what is truth?  Thus asked doubting Pilate,
when the Lord of truth was before him. What is
teuth T« Omads doctrina, quam ecclesia «b apostolis,
apostoli @ Christo, Christus @ Deo accepie.”  All
doctrine whatsoever which God, through Christ,
delivered to the Apostles, and the Aposies, under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, taught to the
Church, whether by writing, or by word of mouth.
“ Tum wviva voce, quam per epistolus postea?’ as
Tertullian says. Now, as the Apostles could obtain
a knowledge of the truth, only through the direct
Revelation of God, and as the Church could attain to
the same knowledge only through the teaching of the
Apostles, so, in like manner, the scle means which
men at the present day have of arriving at that
knowledge, is through the teaching of the Church.
If there be given unto man, but one name under

Upon this the Nortreal Courier waxes exceeding
wroth, giving vent to his indignation in the following
terms 1

¢ So et it be. But, let it be understood that from
this present moment, no ecclesiastienl property shall be
held sacred. Let all be converted to the use of the
State, whether for education or otherwise. Let no
title, no length of possession, Le allowed to interfere
with the popular right of confiscation, Let the Pro-
teslants, on the principle that what is fair in one case,
i3 fair in the other, demand the restoration to the State
of the Seigniory of the Island of Montreal, and all other
property held by the Roman Catholic Churcly, for the
title by which that property is held, is not one whit
more sacred than that by which the Reserves were set
aside for religious purposes.®’

As, with the cxception of the vilest portion of what
is nicknamed evangelicaldom, our Protestant brethren

have generally manifested a desire to act justly aad
honorably towards their Catholic fellow-citizens, we
can hardly suppose that the editor of the Couricer was
serious when he penned the above precious rhodo-
montade. The title by which the Catholic religious

corporations, and more especially the Seminary of

Montreal, hold their properties, not morc sacred than
that by which the reserves were set apart for religious
purposes!  Why, what is the man’ talking about?
“There is not the most remote analogy Letween them.
The Clergy reserves werc set apart for certain
purposes, (whether wisely or not, we will not stop to

discuss,) by Act of Parliament, and what an Act of
Parliament can make, whether it he a grant of

property, a ereed, or a bishop, it can unmake. What
the State gives, the State may resume; but the
Catholic Chureh in tlds country, is not indebted to
the State, or government, shether French or British,

heaven whereby he may be saved, so also is there
given unto him, but one way by which he may be
made wise unto salvation, and whosoever obstinately
refuses to have resource unto that mode of instruction,
and will not listen to the Church, is unto Catholies, in
compliance with the express injunctions of Clrist, as
a Tleathen. And this leads us to the question—What
is the Chureh, to which, under the penalty of ecternal
damnation, we are commanded to listen? a question
to which we liave been defied to give a distinet and
rational answer. We will, however, make the at-
tempt.

By the word ¢ Church,” we intend to denote, that
body of teachers appointed by Christ Himself to
teach all nations, and with whom e promised to be
ever present—as alsa the whole body of the faitbful,
living in communion with, and in obedience to, the
instructions of that divinely-appointed body of teach-
ers, or Lcclesia docens. 'I'his is what Catholics
mean by the word ¢ Cliurch,” when they repeat that
clause of the symbel of their faith which proclaims
their belief in “wunem, senctam Catholicam et
Aposialicam Leclestam.””  This is their sole rule of
faith, the only authority they recognize in matters of
religion. "What the Church teaches, we Anoi,—for
we Lave no opinions in the matter, more than about
the relative value of the angles at the base of an
isosceles triangle,—we Zuow to be true, and what she
condemns, we know to he false ; without this certain
knowledge, we might have prejudices, impressions,
strong opinions, but we could not have faith, and
without faith it is impossible to please God.” = We
hope that we have made our meaning plain enough, to
be grasped even by an evangelical intellect, and we

through the Grace of God, we are enabled to discover
the. true Church. 'We will content ourselves by
pointing out two, as amply sufficient, though many
more might be given—Apostolicity, and the clazm of
Infallibility. By apostolicity, we mean, a regular
unbroken descent of the present body of teachers,
from the Apostles themselves. This is a very simple
affair, involving no intricate question of dogma, but as
easy to ascertain, as the regular succession of the
princes of the Merovingian or Carlovingingian dynas-
ties, as the descent of Louis XVI. from Iugues
Capet, or of Queen Victoria from the Dukes of
Bavaria ; easier indeed, {ar easier, for what is histery
since the time of Constantine, but a record of ihe
fortunes of the Church? in which the destruction of
nations, the overthrow of empires, the rise and fall of
dynasties, the discovery, conquest, and rapid progress
ol new worlds, figure but as comparatively unimportant
episodes. If one fact stands out on the page of
history more prominently than any other, it is the
Church 5 her glory has covered the nalions, and the
earth is full of her praise ; whilst ali around ler las
changed, and passed away upon the flood of time,
which sweeps off all things earthly, she alone remains
uminoved, immutable as her I'ounder—the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever.

Another marl which we assigned as characteristic
of the truec Church, is, the cluim of Infullibility.
We do not pretend that the claim is a proof
of the possession of the thing claimed, but of
this, even il we bad not tlie express promise of
Christ to rely upon, we are certain, that Almighty
power, and Almighty wisdom would never do such
a useless and foolish thing, as to appoint a fallible
body of teachers, to teach fallible men—Dblind
guides to lead the blind, in order that both might full
inlo the ditch, and that, therefore, the Chureh
established by Christ, was, is, and must be infallible,
and if infallible, conscious of her infallibility, and if
conscious of her infallibility, not slow to proclaim it.
Now, as we know from the Christian Seriptures,
looking upon them, not as inspired (for that, in the
present stage of the enquiry, is unnecessary), but
merely as genuine historical documents, in the same
way as we accept the cvents related by Tacitus,
Ammianus Mareellinus, or any other evedible historian,
—that Clrist did establish a Churel, or body of
teachers, that Ife promised to such body of teachers
continual immunity from error,—knowing also, that
that body, to be of any use, must necessarily be
infallible in matters of doctrine, and secing also, that
there is but one body or society upon the face of the
earth which claims to be that infallible Church—it is a
Jogical conclusion, that it és in reality what it cJugms
to bej for, if the Catholic Church, in communion with
the Sec of Rome, be not that infallible body, then
none other can he—tlren is there no Churehi—then is
the promise of Christ but an unmeaning lie, His
mission but a foclish and idle dream, and revealed
religion, like every thing else, is only part of an
almghty “sham. We have now explained what
we mean by the Chlurch, or Ecclesie docens—
the Bishops of the Catholic Churcl, as the legi-
timate descendants of the Apostles, speaking by the
mouth of the Pope when addressing the Universal
Chureh, ez Cathedra, as the successor of St. Peter.
We have purposely avoided speaking of pwrity of
doctrine, as one of the marks of the Church, lhecause,
although it is certain that the true Church will teach
the true doctrine, it is equally cerlain that it is
impossible to ascertain what doctrine is true, and
what false, except by the teaching of the Church.
If man could ascertain the truth by himself, there
would be no need of a Chureh; consequently, like
rational beings, Catholics take their dogmas from the
Chureh, and not their Church from their dogmas.
Some other remarks we had to make upon the alleged
errors of doctrine and practice in the Chureh, but
want of space compels us to defer them to apother
occasion.

‘When, -some time ago, we noliced a report of a
controversy between the Rev. Mons. Chiniquy and
Mons. Roussy, we said, that baving no certain
knowledge of shat reaily occurred, we would refrain
{rom any comments therecupon. Since then we have
reccived the following communication :—

Mn. Eprror,—Having seen in the columns of the
Monlreal TWiiness, an account of a religious discussion
which took place at Ste. Marie, between the Rev. M.
Chiniquy and Mons. Roussy, and seeing that that
account is full of falsehoods, we feel bound in con-
science to make known to the public the real state of
the case. For this reason, we beg you will be kind
enougl to publish the accompanying report of the said
discussion. Oue of us, the undersigned, acted as
President, the others as Secretaries of the assembly in
whose presence the discussion took place. We decm
ourselves better able than any others, to pronounce on
what accurred and what was said. We certify that
what follows is a true account of what was said and
done during the disenssion between the above-named
Rev. Gentleman and Mons. Roussy, at Ste. Marie, on
the 7th January, 1851. '

Josern Hareeck, President.
L. FRANCHERE,

H. Gamiex, E Secretaries.

The accompanying communication is by far too
voluminous for us to reproduce entire, in our columns.
‘We confine ourselves, therefore, to a short abstract
of its contents, the more readily, as we have veason to
believe, that the whole controversy will soon make its
appearance in the form of a pamphlet.

It had been mutvally agreed upon, that during the
discussion all. personal allusions should be avoided;
but the Rev. M. Chiniquy thought it to be 2 duty
wlhich he owed to himself, and to the station which he
occupies, to make, defore the commencement of the
discussion, certain inquiries as to who, and what his
opponent was, and by whose authority he set himself
up as a teacher of the Gospel. Although it was

will thercfore proceed to indicate the marks by which,

ruled by the President of the. assembly, that tbe |

reverend gentlemen was quite in order in making these
preliminary inquiries, yet in order not to give his
opponent an opportunity of saying that he had
endeavored to shirk a fair discussion, Mons. Chiniquy
consented to waive {bem, and the controversy com-
menced.

The first, and indeed the only point discussed, was
the Rule of Iaith; Mr. Roussy contending that
nothing was to be believed but what was expressly
stated in the Bible; whilst the Rev. M. Chiniquy
contented himself with calling upen his adversary for
the proofs of his assertion. Amongst other things,
he challenged M. Roussy to prove {rom the Bible,
that the writings attributed to St. Mark and to St.
Luke were really inspired writings at all, and how
they came to Lave any knowledge of the events
related hy them, seeing that, as they tere not
Apostles, there is no proof of their having been
eye-witnesses of what is recorded in their Gospels.
It is ncedless to add, that Mons. Roussy, thus
challenged, was unable to prove the inspiration of the
above-named wrilers, Lhe Ilev. Mons. Chiniquy
then pointed out some of the absurdities of (he
Protestant transtation of the Bible: Limothy 11, 3e.
16 v., where we read, “ All scriptwre is given by
inspiration of God,” which is a palpable lie; for
ceviainly the writings of Ovid and Vivgil, of Catullus
and Juvenal, manmfest very little signs of divine
inspiration.  Mons, Chiniquy look occasion to point
out many other false translations, which occur in the
cditions of the French Protestant Bible in use
in this country, proving their falsity by comparison
with other Protestant versions of the same passages,
especially St. Matt., 16 e. 20 v, At this stage of the
procecdings, Mr. Roussy took up his hat and retired,
discomfited, from the field. Should auy of our
evangelical brethren doubt our asseriion, we recors-
mewd to them, Lo attempt and prove the inspiration of
the book called the gospel of St. Mark. We fear
that they will not be able to succeed a whit better
than did Mons. Roussy.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY.

Monday next, the festival of the glorious Apostle
of Ireland, will be celebrated by the devotions and
pious rejoicings ol the descendants ol those to whom
St. Patrick, under the blessing of God, was the
means of imparting the knowledge of Christ. Many
centuries have passed away since then ; long years of
cruel persecution lave been cadured, whilst the Isle
of Saints has been polluted by the presence of the
stranger, and her pleasant places have been trodden
under foot by the spoiler.  Yet never bave the people
of Ireland proved false to their religien, or traitors to
their God.  They have preserved, pure and inviolate,
the faith once committed to the Saints; that faith
whieh they received from St. Patrick, is still alive in
the bosom of Erin’s children: a light to enlighten
their paths during life—their consolation at the hour of
death—and destined to be throughout all eternity
their exceeding great reward.

We have no doubt but that, on St. Patrick’s Day,
we shall behold a glorious “ turn out” of our noble-
hearted Irish brethren—tull of zeal for the honor of
their Patron Saint, and, though far away from the
land of their birth, not unmindful of her claim to their
affection, but animated by a firm determination to
suffer no encroachments wpon that religious freclom
for which their fathers fought and died.

‘We have veceived the following programme of the
order of the procession :—

ST, PATRICK'S TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY.

Grand Marshal, on horsebaclk.

Supporter T P Supporier
with spear. g UNION JACK. § with ‘spear.
BAND.

BLUE BANNER)}
Supporter. 3 of the CROSS. }'*“PPU’M

Boys of the Christian Doctrine Society.
Two Deputy Marshals.

Supporter { BANNER] OF ;

Supporter
with Spear.

ST, PATRICK. { with Spear.

Irishmen not members of the Temperance Society,
four abreast.
Sup. | ORIGINAL HARP BANNER. | Sup.
Members lour abreast.
Two Stewards with Wands,
Sup. | FATHER MATHEW’S BANNER. | 8up.
Members four abreast.
Two Deputy Marshals with Wands.
Sup. | GREEN MEDAL BANNER. | Sup.
Members four abreast.
Two Stewards with Wands.
Sup. | LADIES’ HATP BANNER. | Sup.
' Members four abreast.
Two Stewards with Wands.

TREE OF TEMPER-
ANCE BANNER.

Members four abreast.

Supporter. g § Supponter.
Two Deputy Marshals.
| COMMITTEE. | Two and two.
Two Stewards. -
Ionorary Members.
Secrctary and Treasurer. .
Sup. with Snﬁ. with

Vice-Presidents.
Battle Axe. g } Batile Axe.

GRAND BANNER
of [RELAND.

Stewards. | PRESIDENT. | Stewards.
Five Stewards,  ~ + -

Two and two.
3



