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of rodemption, no plun of sulvation at all, “Mr.
Herring claimed that ho was bound by his Or-
dination Oath " to be ready with all faithful dili-
gonce to banish and drive away all erronecus
and strunge doctrines contrary to God’s Word,”
and respectfully declined the Bishop’s advice to
apologize or withdraw the wards referred to, in
view of the forogoing statements. o would
seem to have boen the more fhithiul of the two.

CHINESE MISSIONS IN BRITISIT
COLUMBIA,

[A paper read at the annual meeting of the
Woman's Auxiliary, Dioceso of Tluron, by Mrs.
Murphy, of Holy Trinity Branch, élmthnm,
Ont,

At the semi-annual meecting of the Board of
Manngement, held last Octoberin Chatham, an
appeal was rond from someo Iadies of the ISpis-
copal Church in Vicloria, to the members of
the W. A. M. A, in Canada, calling upon us to
assist them in the conversion of the Chinese im-
migranis in British Columbia. Their pleu is o
veory urgent one.  Sinco that time I have been
in communication with workers in British
Columbin, who are interested in these people,
und to-dry would like to Iny s few fhets in con-
nection with this Chinese yuestion before you
for your enrnest consideration,

In Victorin, where thers are 2,000 Chinese,
the Rov. Ii, I, Lipscombo is carrying on a mis-
gion gmong the men and boys, and, aJthough he
is recoiving a grant from tho Bourd of Foreign
und Domostic Missions, yel the work is much
crippled for want of funds. The school fees aro
goldom puid, as the schelars are among the lu-
boring class, and aro obliged to repay the lubor
agonts the $50 oxponded in bringing them out.

In Now Wostminstor tho Church has lately
tuleen up this work, and there is o Chineso Mis-
sion in Vancouver under the charge of the Rev,
IL D, Iobson, of Christ Chureh.  With ono ox-
coption, of which [ shall speak luter on, this is
about all that is boing accomplished by our
Church for the salvalion of t])wso hoeathens.
Howevar, the Mothodist Church has been pro-
sceuting active work among them, and appears
to be woll equipped with “workers, houses of
rofuge, schools nnd funds,

It 18 o nocossity that a Chinese convert should
be a eatochist among these people, us the great-
ost ambition of n Chinaman is 1o spenk English,
and for thal reason alono thoy will throng the
schools if the teaching bo carriod on in English,
and will oven protend convorsion until they ean
speak it, and then are apt to roturn to their
heathen ways, With tho teaching carried on in
their own languago, by one of themsclves, this
tomptiation is removed. Besides, a Chinese
cntochist would undorstand their own belief and
their objoctions to Christinnity,

In Toronto meetings are being held whicharo
attended by delogates from the Kipiscopal,
Mothodist, Presbytorian, Baptist and Congre-
gational missionary societios, whore they nro
proparing petitions to the Minister of Customs
to have the oxisting laws, which apparently nre
inoperntivo, rigidly onforced with regard to the
vilo traflic that is being carried on in British
Columbia in the importation of Chinese girls for
immorsl purposes, and also to the Parliament,
asking for now laws to protect thess poor
childron. The formor will probably be sigued
on our behalf by Mrs, Tilton and Mrs. Dunn
tho latter will require to be signod by the Prosi-
dont and Socrotary of every Em‘ochiul Branch,
in tho prosenco of nll the mombors aftor the
wholo matter has beon rond to them. It will
be necossary to arouse publio feoling in regard
to this question bofore wo can hope to influence
Parliamont,

A request from those various bodies is also

being made to provent the cruel Chinese custom
of binding the fect of the helpless little children,
Time will not allo¥ me to go into further de-
tails of the work; as I would like to tell you
somothing about the importation of the girls,
which cannot but arouse deop horrorand alarm
that such corruption should exist in Canada,

The following exlract from The Mail, March
17th, 1892, Victoria, B.C., will explain what I
mean :

“There has been considerable excitement of
lato over the traflic in Chinese girls; the girls
are bought in China, when still little children,

for o trifling sum, and are held in slavery for’

immoral purposes. A. case of this kind was re-
cently brought before the Chief-Justice, who
held that the case must be looked at through Chi-
nese spectacles, and, when thus viewed, there was
nothing immoral in either slavery or polygamy ;
consequontly the child, who was six years old,
was relegated to the control of her Chinese
owner in British Columbia,”

Should not every pulse in our being bound to
relenso these helploss girls?  Should not every
mother in the Wommn's Auxiliary thrill with
indignation that such a frightful evil is allowed
in our own land ?

A Indy, writing from Victoria, tells me that
these girly are brought out by a powerful secret
wociety, called the © Iigh Binders,” and can
unly purchase their lberty achen they have earned
$1,000. She says the treatment these unfortu-
nate victims receive at the hands of their own-
ers s terrible and heartronding. When a girl
esenpes, and throws herself upon the public for
protection, she cunnot be detained by them, as
shais the personal property of the wretch who
has purchased her.

Comparatively littlo interest is taken by the
Christians of British Columbiain the extirpa-
tion of this evil,

Of all people, the Chinose are the children of
tradition, so that it would require n groeater
wrench than curiosity or restlessness of disposi-
tion can supply to tear them away from their
native land, to whose soil they have beon
fastened by the grip of 4,000 yoars of unbroken
usage, and consequontly, when they have earned
sufliciont money, they expect to return with it
lo their families in the Flowery Empire, Strin-
gont laws are boing enacted to check the immi
gration of these Orientals to Canadu, and in the
United States the “ Geary Bill)” rocently passed
by Congross, so restricts the privileges of Chi-
neso domicilintion as practically to forbid resi-
denco altogether,

Is not this, then, a grand day of opportunity ?
If these people are Christianized while here they
will return as 8o many missionaries to carry
the Gospel to their own land, as has recently
been oxomplified by a number of Chinese con-
verts in conneetiont with the Congrogational
Mission in California,

These Chineso should by all means be made
amennblo to our laws while here, and should
not be allowed to indulge in their evil practices
stbversivo to the common rights of humanity,
but it is inhuman and unjust to persecute con-
fiding foreigners who, in good fuith, have
sought for refuge and home among us, whore
thoy had purposed to bohave themsolves peace-
fully und loyally.

Now for this *one exception,” to which I
aliuded a fow moments ago,

Tho Board of Foreign and Domestic Missions
have recently given Bishop Sillitoe a grant of
$250, nnd he at this time asks the Woman’s
Auxilinry to supplement it with an additional
8250, that ho muy bo able to pay n native cate-
chist lo proach the Gospel to the Chinese of
Vancouver, New Westminster, and surround-
ing districts. Could not Huron’s Auxiliary
raise thoir share of this smount? Indeed, |
would like to say, could we not, each year, raise
ALL of it ?

Last yoar, out of the total sum of 83,056.74
raised by the Huron W. A., only 81450 was

towards the convorsion of the Chinese, a people
who represent one quarter of the population of
the whole world.

Do urge this claim upon your branches when
you return home.

Romember these people are * weak, wounded,
sick and sore,” and we know the Great Physi-
cian; their poor souls are starving for the
“brond of life.” Let us not see how long they
can be safely abused, but to what extent they
can be Christianized and prepared as heralds of
salvation to the great empire from which they
came, not forgetting that we have a promise of
their conversion: “ Bohold these shall come
from far; and lo! these from the West and
these from the land of Sinim.”

CANADIAN AND UNITED STATES LAWS
CONCERNING MARRIAGE, ETC.

{CONTRIBUTED.)

Divorce in Canada is happily surrounded by
many obstacles, and not granted savo in cases of
gross immorality, and after a thorough investi-
gation by the Senate of the Dominion Parlia-
ment. In the B. N. American Act, section 41,
clause 26, “ Marriage and Divorce,” are parts
of the powers of Parliament, while in the same
act, seetion 92, cluuse 12, “Solemnization of

Marriuge,” is mentioned as one of the exclusive
powers of provincial legislatures.

This is much to be regretied, for the facility
given, by this Province of Ontario, to the con-
tracting of hasty and it may be at times illegal
marriages, is frequently foreed upon the atten-
tion of the publie. I shall only give at present
one illustration of the workings of our “mar-
riage law.” Where licenses are not procured,
the law, for conturies enjoined the culling of
banns, ¢ on three sevoral Sundays, during the
time of morning service." As a substitute for
this, the Ontarie law only requires one calling,
“guch proclamation to be on a Sunday, imme-
diately before the service begins, or immediately
after it ends or at some intermediate part of the
service,” Now this word *immediately” has
difterent meanings, and is frequently used inde-
finitely as rogards time.

An amusing illustration was lately farnished
us of this vagueness. Certain returns had to be
sent ¢ immediatoly ” at the close of session of &
 County council.” One legal gentleman being
questioned, thought in this case, it meant ' two
days,” while another snid, in his opinion it
meant *“ two weeks!” TFurther, the act doos
not require a congregation to be present, whon
the banns get their one call inany place of wor-
ship. Of course, the clergy of the English
Church are bound by her requirements, to call
banns as the prayer book enjoins. Happily the
fucilities of divorce, are not as loose 88 they are
for marriage, and woe sincerely trust they never
will be, The cnse of the ¢ gnited States,” af-
fords us a very solemn and impressive warning.
A grave and thoughtful writer in * The Forum™
says: “The almost unlimited power of State
courts to chango the laws, by means of judicial
docisions, has created a confusion which has been
justly described as “a legnl chaos.'"”

Year by year the legislatures of forty-six
States and Territories are enacting new statu-
tes, which their several judiciaries immediatoly
proceed to modify, or even ropeal, by their in-
terpretations. If, this universal and inextriea-
ble confusion concerned only the accidents and
incidents of life, the inconvenience wounld be
great, but as it affects the very foundations of
socioty, the result must needs be deplorable
and may even prove to be disastrous,

On no other subjoct is the diversity of legisla-
tion so painfully conspicuous as in that of mar-
riage and divoree.

In regard to the degrees of consanguimty or
affinity within which marriages may be con-



