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THE BOOX OF “ EX0DUS.”
[4 Pa;;rr read by Mr. H. L. Putnam before the
" 8t. George's Church, Y. M A., Montreal:]

It is surely a profitable study for us, ‘ the
heirs of all the ages, in the foremost files of
time," living in what we deem this golden age
of buman progress and human greatness, this
nineteenth century, (with a capital N), of what

- - we call the Christi»n era and whence wo take
+".-the calm complacent gaze down the centuries

" to show ourselves how far we bave come and
how far behind, and below “ the rude fore
fathers of the hamlet sleep.” 1t is surely pro-
fitable, I say, to cull to mind even for n.odes-
ty's sake, the earthly grandeur, power, wisdom,
and -knowledge of that marvelcus penple,
whose symbol is the pyramid, whose hixtory
stretches back so far into the dim past, and be

. " pide who=e very rains we pigmy gisnts of to-
duy swund aghast. What a mouldy grave-sonnd

_ the name of Egepthas to us! How insignifi
cant soems the tiny span of human life, whoen
confronted with the abyas of time that marksits
history. Whbat a rymbol of eartbly greatness

* and earthly nothingness. We bardly know
whether to sigh or smile at the mockery which
time hus made of ail this human energy and
geniua,

Wo boast of our arts and sciences a&s though
they had been born with us; while this old
peovple in the morning of the worid seem liter-
ally to bave forgotten more than we can ever
know. We boust of our public works and the

" marvels of modern engineering science, and
yet it tukes our best effurts to set np In our
Fqnares u fow of the monoliths that le buried
in Egyptiun sands, and we guzy with awo and

- wonder at the stupendouus ruins of & civilization

wa Blmost incredible.

' Wo speuk of the restless activity and wonder-
ful uombinations of modern cominerce, aud weo
forget that thero hus ¢bbed and flowed on those

old shores & wealih of commerce in proportion
infinitely gteater than ours.

Suruly as we ponder these things we must
see that the elemonts of earthly greatness ¢ are
of such stuff as dreams are made of.”

Whut ages huve come and gone since this
was 8 people! Wbhat things that are counted
mighty bave been done! What discoveries that

- thruled the world bave been madel Whal

songs have been sung! What words bave bsen
gpoken! Aud yet ouwside Lhe simple words of

Josus the Christ the world is no nearer bome

and rest to-day than when the Hebrews toiled,

and sweated, and groaned and died, beside their
hateful tusk. -

In this short paper we will not wait to talk
abount the disputed chrorology of the hook of
Exodus. It does not seem to have been & pro-
fi‘uble study for the learned doctors who have
wastcd #0 much time aod labor wpon it. In
view of the rotrospect we have jast taken, life
seems all to short to waste in figuring up bow

" the children of Isruel could bave grown to the

amszing nnmbers recorded, during the time of
their sojoura in Bgypt. What interests me
more iu & brief review of this wonderful book
is the spiiiteal truth it has for us, “'on whom the
onds of the world huve come.” If there is no
mesctige straight to my soul and yours from
this buok of Exodus, I don't know that I feel
any particnlar interest in the emancipation
from slavery and the wandering in the desert
of a rude rough igonorant people whoee chief
oharacteristics seem to bave been stupidity and
an jnvetlerate tendency towards idolatry.

The picture I see in this book is epiritual life
in its marvelous remlity, surronnded, threatened,
puraued aud driven into the wilderness by the
uoreal realities of this mortul life.

No doubt these brickfields and those task-
masters were lerribly real to the needy Hebrew

. in the land of Goschen, who fult that he ought
to be a free man, and thst be was s child of!
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God ; but the reality to ybn and me to-day is

that we are in danger of losing our spiritual,

birth-right toiling 7a the brickfields of a mate-
rial existeuce. ' N

No doubt the sound of Pharaoh’s chariots,
and the lappieg of the waves of the red .rea
were terrible realities to the poor hunted He-
brews, aa they stocd hemmed in by their ene-
mies. Bat the reality for you and me to day is
that we¢ hear bebind us the tramp of the world,
the flush and the devil, and unless we can see
the.wilay of God's escape, we feel that we shall
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What a panorama of life this book is, and on
how grand a canvas! The contest of material.
worldly power with spiritaal life. A people in
the world and yet not of the world. We might
write as 8 heading for thin book these words,
written so long afier, * The things that are
seen are temporal, and the things that are wuo-
seen are eternal.” And so closely woven into
tke web of spiritnal trath are the teachings of
this book, that we easily lose the sense of time
tbat elapsed botween the writing of this and
the New Testament. As the mysterions Nil.
flows once ever to the sea, and is replepished
from the sea ; its atream the pame aod yet al
ways different—s0 flaws the tide of what we
call life, Changeless, except for #he accidents
ot time and place. To us to-day comes the
same call that came to Moues:

“ When be lay in the night by his flock,
% On the starlit Arabian waste;
Happy they who
*¢ Cau rige and obe
“ The beck of the spirit like him,
In onesease to each of us personally there is
only one man in all the universe.

(To be Continued)

IS CARISTIANITY A FAILURE ?

Oar pessimists jist now seem excesdingly
active in their desire to expose the worthless
ness of everything. Ope day we find them
labouring hard to prove that marriage si a

failure; on another they are dencuncing the
institations under which they live and fliurish;
on aunother it is our edacational policy that ie
at fauli ; and now, weare told, they are apxicus
to prove the failure of Christiapity. 1t is
d:fficult to ree in what way society would gain
if they suceeded in their endeavour ; nordo we
understand what they propose to substitute for
1he religion which theyso complacently assumo
to be * played out.! Tnere appears to be no
form ot b:lief to which these otherwise critics
do not tuke exception ; and if they intend that
every man shall be & law to himself apd hins
own creed-muker, they opeu up 4 vista of moral
aod social disorganization which we cannot con-
template withoat a shudder.

Is Christianity a failura? The question is
not & new one; it has been asked repestedly
since the days of St. Paul, and repeatedly
answered. lc¢is now revived, we believe, in
connection with the recent terrible oatrages in
Whitechapel ; for whenever there is & recrudes-
vence of crime—an outbresk af exceptional and
appalling vice—the unbeliever immediately
comes forward trinmphuntly with the assamp-
tion that because it has not been prevened by
Christisnity, therefore Christiznity is a failure.
It would be as wise to argue that becanse God’s
lessed sunshine doos not prevent the awful
culamity of a volcanic eruption, therefore
the supshine is a failare! A¢$ the worst, it
can prove nothing more than that our systems
or methods of teaching Christianity are at fault.
It cannot be pretended, even by the most mnn-
scrupulous and matignant reviler of Christ's
religion, that it offors & preminm for the com-
mission of crime, that it condones or encourages
vice, that it deals easily with the sinuer, of
torbeara to condemn his sin and to formulates

tremendous punishment forit, We may assume,
therefore, @ priori, that so far as Christianity is

concerned, it wonld exerciss at least a detterent
irflaence on the offender if he could be brought
under its ivflaence’ sud that the only fiilare
lies in the ipnab‘lity of Cbristian effort to
cnltivate the whole of the vast field 1hat is
waiting for the plongh and the hand of the
SOWEr, )

The Christisn, we need hardly say, knows in
his heart of hearts that Cbristianity is not a

failure. He knows its dealings with his own
soul: and he knows tbat to all believers it
brings strength, bope, consolation, sand

pstience. Bat to the agpostic it may be as
well to point ont that ke himself is a living
demonstration of its success; thut his profess-
ed anxiety for the improvement of the sociul
condition of the masses and the prevention of
crime i¢ & tribate to the influence of Christian-
ity. Probably in no period of the world's
history was society so utterly corrupt as in the
palmy days of Imperial Rome. The Latin
poets and historians allude to horrors which
sarpass even the Whitechapel atrocities. They
indicale the existence of a gulf between the
patriciat and the panper wider and deeper than
perbaps has ever since existed. And, at the
rame time, they show that no effort was made
to bridge over this gulif; that its existence was
accepted as an ordinary evil ; and that thongh
vice might be punished when it endangered
the Imperial government, society regarded it,
on the whole, with tranquil indifference. The
poor perished in their poverty and the sinner
in his sin. and nope extended a he ping hand.

That all this is changed, that thousands of
zoalous and uoselfi-h workers are totling toim-
prove the position of the poor, and to let the
light of beaven into the world's dark places—10
wbat is it doe bnt to Christianity ? If the
ethical standard ot the present age be 50 much
bigber than that of Rome or Greece, or me-
d evul BEurope, it is because ibe teaching of
Cbrist has borne abundant fruit in the genera-
tions, aod elevated the tone of human thought
and teeling, To talk of Cbristinvity as a
tailure is to be blind, therefore, to the fucts
stound ux, to the fessons of hixtory, tothe con-
clusions of expe:ience. Mudern philanthropy
—every horpital, every slmshouse, every
sgency that aims at the relief or exwnction of
pauperi n or the allevintion of suffering and
distrers~-is & testimony to the expinsion of
Christisn principle. The trath is, that Chris-
uapity is ia the air, like the breath cf fliwers
or the glory of the sup; and all humanity is
the better for il—yes, even those who deny its
Divine origin, and complacentiy assume that it
is ¢ a failure.’ '

We are glancing here at but one aspeet of the
question, Itis, however, an interesting aspect,
un whieb & goud desl might be said. To our
readers the guestion can cause no apxiety or un-
rest ; they rvlved the problem in tbeir souls
with great bli-s and pesce long ago, bat as it
18 firequently pat torward in the public jsurnals,
for the sake of the yonrg and thoughiless we
shall do well to be prepared to anawer it fully
from every point of view, knowing, as we do,
that the fuller the investigation tho more
complete will be the reply—IV. H. D. A—in
ChurcK- Bells.

Tut Ven. Charles F. Doucet, Archdeacon of
Sarrey, in the diocesa of Jumaica, has been
elected Assistant Bishop by the Synod of that
Diocese. He will be consecrated in Hoglund.

SPECIAL NOTICE.—Clergy or others de
siring SpeciMEN CoriEs of the CruRcH GuAR-

DIAN can obtain them by addressing the Editor
P. 0. Box 504, Montreal.

A Saobscriber in Oatario, bears this testi-
mony :—‘I would not like to be withont the
CHURCH GUARDIAN now, as I have been takiog
it for the last seven years. I think EveRr
CHURCHMAN SHOULD HAVE IT."”



