
THE EDUCATIONAL JOURNAL.

The Educational Journal
SEMI-MONTHLY.

A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO LITERATURE, SCIENCE, ART
AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF TUE TEACH-

ING PROFESSION IN CANADA.

PUBLISHED BY THE

Educational Journal Publishing Company,
11 RICHMOND ST. W., TORoNTO.

J. E. WELLS, M.A., EDITOR.

EVERY SUBSCRIBER SHOULD READ THE FOLLOWING

TERMS.
Price-Yearly subscriptions $1.50; renewals $1.50; clubs of

three, $4.25; clubs of five, $6.75. Larger clubs, in asso-
eiations, sent tbrough association officiais, $1.25. To
Foreign countries included in the Postai Union, $2.00;
to aIl others, $2.50.

Remittances-Cash nust accompany each order. Accounts
for subscriptions to THE EDUCATIONAL JOURNAL are not
opened. Remittances should be made by cheque, reg-
istered letter, or po tai or express money order. Stamps
or currency can be sent, but at the sender's risk.

Receipts-Pasted on each copy of THE EDUCATIONAL JOUR-
NAL tO subscribers is a small label indicating the date
to wbich subscription is paid; thus:

SAMUEL WILCOX Dec. '96.
That means that Mr.Wilcox's subscription bas been paid
1P to Decenber, 1896. when a subscriber remits, the re-

-ceipt for his remittance will be given by advancing in
about two weeks the date of bis label, the length of time
paid for.

Post-Office Address-Inrnewinig, isconutluidg, orcbang-
iuig address, aivays give tbe funi post-office address to
which THE EDUCATIONAL JOURNAL is sent at time of

writing. Without such information the name cannot be

found on the subscription list.
Dlscontinuances-Subscriptions are stopped onliy upon

written order. The return of a paper will not secure a

discontinuance. Orders to discontinue can be sent in at

any time during the year paid for, and will receive atten-
tin at the rigbî time.

Communications for the editor must not be written on

same sheet of paper containing matter for the business
dePartmeut.

ddarte ail communications to

The Educational Journal Publishing Co.,
No. 1là RICHMOND ST. WEST,

TORONTO.

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT.

Rates of advertising will be sent on application to the

above address.

The Inspectors or Secretaries will greatly oblige us

by giving timely notice of the dates and places ot

meeting of the Institutes in their respective localities.

EbítoríaLS.
GRAMMAR AS A SCHOOL STUDY.

W E reprinted in last number, from an

American contemporary, an arti-

cle with the caption, " Grammar Is Not

for Babes." As intimated in a brief note,
we reproduced the article not because

we agree with its position, but because

the sentiments somewhat racily expressed

in it are just now more or less popular in

some pedagogical circles, and because the

vexed question upon which opinions so

dogmatic are affirmed is by no means

settled.
The main contention of the writer of

the article is that school children should

not commence the study of grammar be-

fore they are fourteen years of age. To

the objection that this would mean that

the majority of our young people would

go out into the world without the ability
to distinguish a noun from a verb, Mr.

Magnusson, the writer, replies that he

would a thousand times rather have them

do so than have the citizen ignorant of

the very foundations of the Government

he is supposed to support. " I would

rather," he adds, "have the stonemason

ignorant of the passive periphrastic con-

jugation than to have him handle granite
and sandstone daily and never suspect
that they have a history. Our pupils
were much better off if they could trade
off a few tons of sentence analysis and
parsing for an appreciative knowledge of
' In Memoriam,' 'Faust,' and the ' Nibel-
ungen Song.' "

Whatever logical force there may be in
this reply depends, obviously, upon the
correctness of the underlying assumption
that the study of sentence analysis and
parsing is incompatible with the most
elementary knowledge-for nothing more
can be hoped for in the Public School-
of the foundations of constitutionial gov-
ernment, of geology, or of some of the mas-
terpieces of English and German litera-
ture. In his allusion to the German the
writer seems to imply that, but for the
obnoxious grammar, the pupil might find
time,in the ordinary Public School course,
to acquire a sufficient mastery of the Ger-
man language to enable him to appreciate
the German classics in the original. If
so, one is curious to know whether he
would have the pupil acquire this mastery
of the German literature without wasting
any time in the study of German gram-
mar, i.e., of the structure and idioms of
the German language. Even that would
be a scarcely less startling innovation
than to have him acquire the ability to
appreciate " In Memoriam " without any
scientific knowledge of the language in
which Tennyson's masterpiece was writ-
ten.

This leads back, however, to the prior
question : What is English grammar ?
All are agreed, we may presume, upon the
time-honored definition. It is the science
of language. In this, as in every other
case, the science is derived from the
actual things or facts-or, more strictly
speaking, from the phenomena which are
the subject of investigation. So, too,
the science of language stands in the
same relation to the practical use of
language in which any other science
stands to the practical application of the
principles and rules which have been de-
duced from observation and experience.
Is it not true that in this, as in every other
case, the facts exist before the laws gov-
erning them are discovered ? But none
the less are the laws, which may be the
discovery of a single mind-or, rather,
which may first be defined and formu-
lated by a single mind-of the greatest
assistance, even to those who may have
all their lives been accustomed to use
many of them unwittingly. Many a
mechanic makes skilful use of the pulley,
the lever, and the inclined plane, who has
no book knowledge of the science of

j'
dynamics. Does he know nothing of that
science ? Many other illustrations will
readily suggest themselves. But what
should we think of the workman whO
refuses to abandon his own slower and
more laborious methods in favor of the
simpler ones discovered and applied by
science ?

But let us look at Mr. Magnusson'S
arguments very briefly, in their orde.
He sets out with the assertion, which he
offers as first proof, that grammar is not
a study for children, viz., that "no nor-
mal child ever fell in love with grammar.
This is a question of fact. Probably 110
other subject on the school programme
has been, in the past, so badly taught as
grammar. But we venture the asser-
tion that there are many among otIr
readers who will promptly refuse to ac
cept this sweeping assertion, and testifY
that they have many children in their
classes who enjoy the study of gramnaf
as much as that of any other subject. No
reason can be given why this should not
be so, if only the subject be properly
taught, i.e., taught inductively and inter'
estingly from the study of the language
itself.

The second proof that grammar i5
not a study for children is that it is greatlY
over-valued. " Grammar," we are told,
"is not the science by which we learn to
speak and write correctly." The writer
goes on to tell us that correct speech 's
learned by rote, that it is a matter o
habit. Is that so ? It is, of course, a
inestimable boon to have around us in 00t
youthful days, and to associate with, 01
those who are correct in speech. It is a"
advantage the loss of which nothing el5
can fully make good. But how small the
percentage of our school children Who
have, or ever can have, this advantage'
And what shall be done for all the rest,
the great majority ? How are they to
correct their speech, even if they desife
to do so, save by the knowledge and Col"
stant application of those principles aIol
laws of language which it is the busine55
of grammar to discover and store up j0
the shape of laws and rules ? Is this lot
what every intelligent student who is arl'
bitious to speak and write the languag5
correctly is doing every day ?

The best Greek, we are told,
written by men who would not hiaVe
recognized a rule in grammar if they ha
seen one. Is that so ? How did it hap

pen that the best Greek writers uniforrn
used certain forns and terminationsO
verbs and adjectives, etc., with plural s
jects, and certain other forms with si
lar subjects, if they followed no r10
They certainly observed a code of gr


