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NEWSPAPER ORGANS.

‘WHEN two or more descendants of Ham
get into wordy disputes they call each
other “niggers.” This is supposéd to ex-
haust the whole vocabnlary of vituperation
at one fell swoop—next in order is bulting,
then razors. So, when newspapers of oppos-
ing politics bave reached their tetber of
abuse they stirrmatise their opponent’s
thunderer as an * organ.” ~ Sometimes this
proves a temporar “ f_imsher," but by no
means always,” yet it ever conveys, or is
meant to convey, intense odium and
obloquy along with it.  Strange to say,
however, no reliable and official definition
of what constitutes “an organ” has yet
been supplied that will fit into all require-
ments. An “organ,” as the term is usually
received, is at the best but a miserable
and inefficient instrument — dreadfully
monotonous, too, as always playing the
same weary old tune, and always understood
to be grinding it'out nnder inflexible orders
from headguarters. So vile and weak an
instrument of torture must be anything but
a real aid to those whoni it professes to
serve, and no party, Government or opposi-
tion, should care to be connected with-it.
The press can gain no real good either-for
itself or its party by any such prostitution.
But, on the other hand, a party may be and
is greatly helped when such journals as are
’confessedly and provedly its friends have
the manliness and independence to- deviate
so fax from partisan bonds as to wain those
with whom they habitually work that it
is entering on some dangerous or un-
popular and hurtful, perhaps disintegrating,
experiment. Such are not “ organs ”-in the
opprobyious sense. On the contrary they
are the truest and most faithful friends of
those with whom they ordinarily co-
operate; and they earn if they do not gain
the respect and consideration which alone
are worth painfully and umntuluptedly
toiling for.-

Iixenancr BaNk— New Canng. — As
‘will be remembered a petition was present-
ed to the Superior Conrt some {ime ago on
the part of the ligquidaiors, .1sl\mn that pre-
vious calls be rescinded, and that the ligui-
dators be authorized to make new second
..and subsequenl calls, On Wednesday the

learned judge granted the petition, credit
to be given to those shuieholderswho have
' g,lready paid calls for ihe pmount thus paid,

THE RUNAWAY BRIGADE.

"I'HE grand army of fugitives {rom native
justice has.a good deal strengthened with-
in the last week or two on this side of the
Jines. For the most part these'gentry have
arrived in the airiest” of light marching
order. the little national * grip-sack” form.
ing their sole impedimenta, and containing
what is so aptly known among our nelgh-
bors as their * plunder,” and {for omnce
correctly thus denominated. There is no
reason to doubt that Canada has within the
same period furnished a goodly contingent
of its own hard cases to Uncle Sam. The
balance, however, is 5o largely in our favor,
at least numerically, that it is surprising
that the people on the other side, so shrewd
after a bargain and so “ riled ” when they
find themselves on the wrong side of one,
should persist in permitting the continuance
of s0 one-sided a so-called reciprocity. The
hitchin revising the international extradition
treaty rests, however, entirely with them,
and so long as they persist in their obdurdcy
there is no help but that both communities
must suffer. And now staid respectable
old Quebec is trying to get up a mild sensa-
tion over the advent of an alleged French
fugitive. “What crime he'has been guilty
of, or is suspected of having committed,
ihe proverbial Philadelphia lawyer would
be puzzled to make out on the evidence so
far published. The local reporters and
evaerybody else distinctly and unanimously
accuse him of possessing “a superb phy-
sique,” but however rare and astounding
such a gift- of nature may be in the
Ancient Capital it is hardly- such a crime
as, in the present imperfect state of our
law, to warrant his being sent to the Peni-
tentiary. It is hinted, too, that he is sus-
pected of the indiscretion of adultery, but
the still more ancient capital of Paris would
soon.depopulaté itself if it insisted on the
arrest of local malefactors of that sort, and
where the bélise of being found out is
scowled on as far more infamous than
the moral lapse itself. There is " also

a dim shadowy hint that this French

visitor has done some mysteriously wrong
thing in” connection with a banl\—bad
enough to entitle him to the pains of extra-
dition. But as ‘international provision is
made between England and France for the
extradition of that class of criminals, and as
no effort has been made to put the law into
force, it is just. within the bounds of possi-
bility that- the Ancient Capital has been
humbugged, and that the whole story is a
myth. If so it is not unlikely that we have
yet to hear more of * the splendid physique”
in connection with a hor sow}np and the
author of the yarn, with possible dissolving
views ol” scared press-despatch compilers
plomment]y in the foreground.-

A Brars and National Silver Convention
will be held in Denver on January 28th.
Invitations have been extended to the
Governors of all the States. Action will be
taken to influence the U.S. Congress to grant
an unlimited coma% of sxlver

STOCK TABLES, 1884, .

Titg tables below show the prices "of
various stocks, Bank and Miscellaneous,
during the years both of 1883 and 1884'
In the form thus presented a compansou
is easy, showmrv the differences‘at- a glanco
It will be observed that prices lave nvari-
ably deplecmted throughout the entire, list,
making an aggregate of lessening of value
that if calculated, would prove (,normous
By far the most conspicuons drop, however
is in Cotton stocks, all those quoted show-
ing a depreciation which would", appear
llttlu Jess than incredible were- not. the
accuracy of the figures- quoted altogether
beyond qmstlon — :

. lase

1883, W 184, ¢ Dee.,
: 1, 1L H. L. 1RS84,
Bank of Montreal coovevi.ivienns 2087 1704 5] 175} 1873
Merchants’.... .. 128 108" - 117 -102- 108}
Commerce 1373 17 1274 1074 1163
Toronto... 1098 159 8T 160, 176
Ontario .. 1174 . 93 112 - 99F 1054
People's . Sor o 6 A, 4
Malson’s. . 1324 1104 - 12071033~ 108
Federal.. peeveaneeeeeaes 1630 120 140 . 40, . 48¢
Jacques Cartier 1157 80 0 72 . 72
Eastern Townships 120 7 10 14 104 10
Union .eeeve L eene 092 674 70 . 88 .87
Montreal 'I.‘ele«rr:mh \26; 115 1263 108F 118
Rich. & Ont. Nuv, Co 801 5k 63 497 . &7}
City Passer gor 07 104F 1267 110%.d.°119
City s vovea 163 ¢ W5} 173 s 180}
Canada Cot. 10N vr s eenrs ETRTE e a0 5 2
Montrea] Cotton . Lo 90 5 o"} 30 47¥
Dundas Cotton. .. .o 120 5t G 20
Can. Pacific Rullwny ........ e 631 493 5840 4 l}

We are largely indebted for -the above
figures to the table prepared by Messre .
OSW ALD Bros., whose annual list- has now
made itself one of the local ﬁnancw,l “ 1nst1-
tutions.” , i
TORONTO STOCK EXCHANGE, 1884,

Tue following statement, furnished..by
Messrs. Cox & Co.. the well-known Toronto
brokers, gives the highest and lowest prices
of Bank and other stocks on thé Toronto
Stock Exchange for the year 1884, Tt will
be observed that it includes some - local
banks not quoted' in our othel table"‘and
also that it presents in one or two mst'mces
some deviations from .lhe. Montreal quota-
tions during the same period 1~ "¢
Hx"host " Lowest.

Banks. .

“Montreal .. ERr LY PR \]70&
ontario... Il"' .
Molson’s . - 116 ](mi'
Toronto...coooovennen PR L1
Aerchants’ oo, 1" 10587,
Comingeree .. CoA2ry 0T
Imperial 140 12
Federal . 1404 RE-T (S
Dominion’ a0 185
Standard . C136 : 034Ir
Hamilton 1955 n" p

Tuxr TRADERS BANK—The Mazl of" Tues-
day says:— “ The stock books of the Traders’
Bank were formally opened: yesterday.” A
considerable sum has, we undérstand; been
subscribed, but as a goed portion of it comes
from outside places we cannotgive :the
amount. Mr. H. S. Srrarhy, the General -
Managar, has been relieved: {rém* his® Posi-
tionn in the Federal ])dlll\, and is now ‘de-
voting his whole time to- the Traders’;
Several of the directors have beew ‘Lpi)oint-'
ed, hut there are one or two places yét to
be filled” : :

BriwisH Trave RETURNS —The \'.utu‘ljns
issted by the Board ol Trade. for Deceniber
show that imports decrensed " £T9TA61 8
cowpared with the gorresponding mauth ot
the preceding year, .and that .exporks. de-
creased £1,130,999. as compaied yith: Dge
cember 1883, ' L




