’Dg/'criplion of the Cape of .Ga_o.d- Hope.

two flories, on account of the violenceof -

the wmd which at fome feafons of the

year blows with great- ftrength and fury ; -
indeed -fometimes fo violently as to. fhake

the houfes to the very foundation. For
the fame reafon, thatch bas been ufually
preferred to tiles or fhingles; but the bad
cifetts that have proceeded from this mode
when fires happen, has induced the inha-
bitants in all their new buildings to give
the prefercnce to flates and tiles. The
lower parts of the: houfe, according ‘to
“the cuftom of the Dutch nation, are not
only uncommonly neat and clean in ap-

pearance, but they are really fo; and the .

furniture is rather rich than elegant, But

this is by no means the cafe with the bed ©

rooms or upper apartments’y which are
more barely and worfe furnifhed than any
1 ever beheld : and the ftreets feem to be
much upor a par with them, they heing
rough, uncven, and unpaved. I was how.
cver, upon’ the whole extremely
pleafed with the town. Many of the
fioufes have a fpace flagged before the
.door; and others have trees planted before
them, which form a pleafant fhade,’ and
givea plcaﬁng novelty to the ftreets,

The only landing prace is 4t the eaft-

¢nd of the town, where there is a wooden
quay running fome paces into the fea, with
feveral cranes on it, for the convenience of

loading and unloading the fcoots that come.

along fide.  To this place excellent water
is conveyed by pipes, which ‘makes the
watcering of fhips both cafy and expediti-
ous,

Clofe to this quay on the Aefy hand
ftands the caftle and pripcipal fortrefs ; a
firong extenfive work, having cxcellcnt
accommodations for the troops, and for
many of the civil officers belonging to the

Company. Within the gates, the Compa-

ny have their principal ftores ; which are
fpacious as well as convenient,
covers ‘and - defends the ‘éaft part of the
town and harhour, as Amfterdam fort
daes the welt part. The latter, which has

been built. ince Commodore ]ohnﬁoncs :

vxpedition. and wherenpon both French
‘and Dutch judgment hare_been united to
_vender it effeftual and {trong, is admira-
bly planned and calculated. to annoy and
harafs (hips coming into'the bay.
fnjaller detached f{ortifications extend a-
long the coaft, both to the caft and wefl,
and-"make landmg, whizh was not the

cafe before. the late war, hazardous and .
In a word,” Cape Town. is at’
-this time fortified thh ﬂrength regx.la- ’

dlmcult.

rity, and ,judgment.

There ‘are two churches, one large,

plain, and unadorned, for the Calvinifts,

the prevailing - fect§ “and a fmaller. one for

the Lumcx ans. .

well-
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The hofpital, which is large and exten.
five, is fituated at the upper end of the
town, clofe to the Company’s parden, 1z
is an honour to that - commercial body,
and no fmall ornament to the town, Ths
only objeétion that can be made to it as
a building, isits fituation: had %t been’
crefted on an eminence, and 3 little de-
tached from the.town, which ‘might eafily
liave been done, no fault could have been
found with it. As itis, the convaleicents
have free accefs to the Company’s gardens,
where -they reap the benefit of a whole.
fome pure air, perfumed with the exhala-.
tions of a great variety of rich fruit tiees,
aromatic fhrubs;, and odorous plants and
flowers ; and likewife have the ule of eve-
ry produ&non of it, as before obferved 5
advantages that. compenfatc, in'a grcar.
meafure, for the flat fituation of the hof-
pital,

Theinhabitants are allcxcecdmgly fond
of gardens, which tuey keep in moft ex-.
cellent order. The doing this is very
litzle trouble’ to them, the climate and
foil being molt benign and. friendly to ve-
Among the many which afford. .
ed me delight, I muft not forget that be-
longing to Colonel Gordon, commander in

-chief of the Dutch troops at the Cape;

where not ornly the tafte and ingenuity of
the gardener, but the {kill and "knowledge
of the boraniil, are at once manife®t. . The
Colonel is a man of fcxence, of ‘an a&ive
and well cultivated genius, and who ap-
propriates thofe hours he can fpare from
his military duties {in which he is faid to
excel) to a perufal of the book of nature,

‘and refearches after ufeful knowledge.—

The purfuits”tend not only to his amufe-
ment, but tohis honour; and they will, .
doubtlefs, at fome time or other,- ,{urth"r
conduce to the advancement of natural
hitory, and to the honaur of his country ;
as it {aid . he intends to publith the obfer:
vations and remarlks which have beea the
refulc of his refearches, 'Thofe “he ‘has.

- made on the Hottentots, Caffres, and the

countrics they inhabit, will doubtlefsly
be valuable ; he having made himfelf
better acquainted with the fubjeéb, and -
penerrated further into the interior” parts,
than' any traveller or naturalift that has
hitherto vifited the Cape. - 1t is to'be la-
niented, that he has fo long withheld from
the woxld the gratification and improve-
ment, which moft affuredly muft be de-
rived from the obfervations of a perfon’ fo
His
polite atténtion and civility, during our
flay at the Cape, claim our moflt gratcful ]

" acknowledgmeénts.

Befide their hofpxta] the - Dutch Eaft'
India Company haye fevcral other public
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