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S ONG OF THE WHEEL.

MY BICYCLING FRIKND.
(A Sketeh.)

Ho's tall, well built, has golden bnir,
You'd surely call him * light compoected :*
Upon his lip ~waxed out with eare—
A fatnt moustache can be Jdetected.
His eyeo are blue, his mouth a bow—
A corl-tinted are of Cupid:
Qutside of "evcling things ho's stow,
In fact I've heard some one call him stupid.

He's versed in wire and nickel ivlute.
{n rubber tirvs and hubs sod haudles,
In pigskin seats, in tolling rate,
In tamps. and patent sperm oil candles.
He knows what moads are in good shape—
The beat hotels tu country places:
= Hene'ergets mad when calied an ape
By youthful ** vags,” with rare grimarces.

Whene'er hie rides he makes a ™ mash”

The girls all zay ho'squite s dundy :
They wonder if he's lots of eash,

And whether he'il** put up’ much eandy.
He's been engaged 3ix times or more,

To girls he's ne'er been iniroduced to.
But as he's only aged a score,

Why ! marry he ean’t he induced to,

His talk is all of ‘cyveling things,
Of trikes and bikes and paths of cinder.
He calls his wheel a brace of rings.
And says he can naught to hinder
An age when all on earth will go )
On wire spoked wheels of some deseription:
He's up to every wheeling zhow,
And knows for hurts the best preseription

He wears eve-glasses on his nose:
His tone of voice : z0ft, lowand lazy :
His boots have very pointed toes—
[ know he thinks himself a daisy.
He's full of eycling yarns and songs,
And bringd them out without mach caaxing:
To air his knowledge much helongs.
And often tries his hand at hoaxing.

My “eyeling friend nay not be smart,
Butstill I like his cheery waaner,
And love him for bis kind. warm heart—
They give to him a ** Welcowe !'" banner.
He 12 & flirt, I grant you that,
But I've seen many a worse than he is.
Aund though not sharf‘ he’s not the ™ flat™
That people say full many a zhe ix

W, €. Nicnot.

TOPICAL TEACHING.

RY LOTLIE .. VOIGT, BRIDGEWATER, Mass,

* This is the house that Jack built.

Thisis the malt that Jay in the house that Jack built.

This is the ra¢ that ate the malt that lay in the house
that Jack built.

This is the cat that caught the rat that ate the malt
_that lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the dog that worried the cat that caught the
rat that ate the malt that lay in the house that
Jack bailt.'”

As sarely as the delicate tracery found in the
hard rock, far below the surface of the earth,
indicates the existence long sgo of the fern,
whose graceful ontline is now all that remains,
so surely do these lines bear record of theic ori-
gin; aod that origin was topical teaching.
Every element is here. Obserre, — This is the
house that Jack built. It is very evident from
the way in which the facts are stated, that Jack
wes already a well-known personage. The
teaching begins with, and takes for a founda-
tion, that which is already kuown.

Procesding,—The first new idea introduced is
the house, aud here, at the very outset, the
thing itself is presented to the mind. Not,
* Once upon a time there was a house that Jack
built,” after the manner of the old story-tellers ;
not a picture of the hounse, nor a plan of it, nor
yet a long description ; but *“This is the house
that Jack built.” Here it is ; look at it; ob-
serve it ; go all over it from garret to cellar.
‘“This is the malt that Jay in the house that
Jack built.” Here, again, the *This is'’ ; and
we acquire this idea by precisely the same
method as was used before ;—by examining, stu-
dying the thing itself.

So we go on, step by step ; individually and
severally the rat, the cat, the dog coms under
our ohservation, till wa reach the ultimate ob-
ject of our stndy in this direction, and trium-
phantly announce, “Thisis the cow witha
crumpled horn that Lessed the dog that worried
the cat that caught the rat that ats the malt
that lay iu the house that Jack built.” And to
any dnubter who nuestions the important bear-
ing of this kuowledge on some science of the
olden time | would reply, in the worlds of the
oracular Jack Bunsby, ““Wherehy, why not 7 If
a6, wiat odds? Can any man say otheiwise?
No. Avast, then!”

Up o uus point we have beey placing our-
sulves in the attitude of the scholar ; have fol.
lowed his train of thought, and observed the
working of his mind. Let us now station our-
gelves hy the side of the teacher, und view the
thing from his standpoint. The scholar has
simply to concentrate his energies on the ohjects
that are presented to his mind, ono by one, and
by =0 doiny he hay st lant, as we have seen, dis-
tinct and connected ideas, not only of the
individual objects, but also of their connection
with, and relation to, each other; but the
teacher’s work is fur more comprehensive. e
has to know the things thermselves, in their re
lation and order of dependence, and also to ar-
range the work so that they shall be brooght
before his pupils in their natural order, He
has, gerchauce, to tramp through’ meadow antd
marsh, through brake and brier for his delin-
quent bovioe ; aod to brave all sorts of dangers
before he has his procession of the cow, the dog,

the cat, the rat, tge malt, and the house ‘(with

Jack in the background), marshalled ready to
present to his class, For let mo tell you, this
obtaining and preparing of illusteations is no
small item in the teachor’s work.

Suppose the teacher, omitting all the careful
preparation, comes down on his dofenceless
pupils like a thanderholt with, * This is the
cow with a coumpled horn that towsed the dog
that worried the cat that caught the rat that ate
the malt that lay in the houss that Jack buiit.”
And teachers often do expect pupils to learn
staternents fully as complex as this, with the
additioual difhculty, that the terms used and
the thoughts expressed are more abstruct and
puzzling to the pupil than those in the illustra-
tion | have taken. What wonder, then, that
the unfortunate scholars are simply paralyzed
by the avalanche of wonds, for to them they
will be, can be, nothing but words! What
wouder that, not knowing where to begin nor
what to do, they ofteutimes do nothing at all.
They mayv have a confused idea that the lesson
has something to do with a cow, and arat and
a dog, and malt {and the chances are two to one
that they will not have the fajutest glimmering
of Jight on the malt matter); but, as to their
carrying away any definite ideas, that is utterly
out of the question.

There is a mistaken idea prevalest among
those who have not studied the matter, a3 to
the meaning of the wonl topics. They sy,
“They may do very well for some grades of
schools, bat in the primary schools you cannat
use them.” Why not 1 Tupics are simply dis-
tinet subjects of thought. Surely the teacher
may give the child his lesson in distinct sub-
jeets of thought. The child no more needs to
kuow the systom and method by which his
mind is built up and developed than he needs
to know the chemical and cohesive forees acting
in the food by which his body is nourished.
But it is important that in the pritnary school,
of all places, the habits of thinking, feeling,
and acting that are forming, and that are to be
the basis of the future character, shoald be
right habits. )

Although the tendeney of all teaching at the
present day is in the direction of this method
in substauce, if not in name, yet the fact re-
mains that there are some, and not & few, who
practically condemn topical teaching. They
usnally belong to one of three classes: First,
those who have trivd to teach topically and
failed. Second, these wio haven't time to
teach from topics. Third, those who thiok it
is too much work, and doesn’t pay for the
trouble. .

What grouuds have those who have tried
and failed for their objections! ‘* Good
ground,” they say ; ** we know whereof we al-
firm. The system has been ¢ tried in the ba-
lances and found wanting.”” That is their tes-
timony, honestly given; and why?! [Imagine
such a teacher, fresh from the precincts of a
Norinal School, fully persuaded that topicsare to
be the basis of her teaching. She has topic-
books, — yes, indeed, -— topic-books by the
dozen ; and the aifection of the average normal
pupil fot his topie-hooks noue but a normal pu-
vil can comprehend, not even those who have
heard some despairing mortal mournfully ex.
claim, ** Everything [ knew was in that topic.
book, and now ’ve lost it ! The teacher be-
gins her work. The priceless topics that
beguiled many an hour of solitude for her must
surely be just what the children need; so they
are introdnced into her school, verbatim !
literntim, without regard to the age and intel-
lectoal capacity of her pnpils. OFf course her
way of teaching is a failure, not through any
fault in the theory, which she atteinpts to fol-
low out, but through her own inability toadapt
the topics to the needs of those particalar
scholars.

Then, too, there i3 another error into which
the teacher nay fall. It is. possible for scho.
lars to learn topics jnst as they wonli any
statement given them in the text-book. That
they can tecite topics and whole outlines, and
give definitions and statements glibly, proves
nothing beyond the fact that they can learn
words as easily in one place as in another,—
from the board, or the slate, or the book, writ.
ten or printed,—it makes no ditference,  Thess
things the teacher must do if she wonld be sue-
cessfnl.  First make snure that the topics are
tharonghly undscstond ; afterward, by question.
ing, by applicutions, by requiring it.in very
possible farm, fir 1hs thought, as well as its ex-
pression, firmly in the mind.

But what of those whose plea i3 lack of time ;
who have su mauy scholars, so many classas,
that they cannot use topics, although they
wauld like ta? Their very exeuse i’ the
strongest argument that could he addueced in
favour of topical teaching, If there are so many
classes that the teacher cannal find tims to teach
in the right way, obviously the first thing tn he
done is to rednee the number of classes. The
school can be nost easily regraded hy arranging
the work in outline, and giving lessons in dis-
tinct subjects, rather than in pages of the book,
This topical teachivg prepares the way for it.
self ; and sinee it is often impossible, on acconnt
of the number or varying uges of the pupils,
for the teacher to reduce the classes, so that he
can have all the tume that he feels he needs for
each recitation, there is the more need of hav-
ing every lesson arranged belorehand, that
none of the little time he has be wasted.

The samna reasoning applies to the ¢lass whose
excuse is, ‘I have just so much to accomplish
in the time the class isin my charge. The
teachers from whom they bave come teach from
the book ; the teachers who come after me use

the book. [ have barely tima to get them
started in the right way ; and in the examina-
tions at the end of the year they will ba behind-
hand.” Try it, and see. [f thereis a right way
to teach, and you kunow that way, no mattoer
when or where, nor for how short a time you
teach, toach in the right way.

There remains yet another class of teachers,
—those who say, “It {s so much work ; this way
of teaching pnts all the work upon the teacher,
and leaves the scholar nothing to de.” They
maintain that sivce the use of topics does awny
with books altogather, the teacher's time is
taken up with devising ways and meaus to keep
the pupils busy.

To begin with, topics, so far from supple.
menting books, tenc\l the pupils fowe o wse
looks, 30 as to derive the greatest benefit fromn
them. Then, as to the teacher’s work in find-
ing employment for his pupils, even if he uses
the books wholly, lessons that would keep the
child busy all through the school-hours would
be much more than he is capable of taking in at
one time. The usual way, with snch teaching,
is to assign him a lesson of moderate length,
which he will loarn (if he learns it at all} in a
very short time, and then he can, and will give
his undivided attention to mischief if he is a
“‘bad little bov,” or sit discousolately idle if he
is a “good little boy.” Other employment
must be provided for them with either systew;
so that objection falls to the ground.

The real reason for their being so ** hackward
in coming forwand” in the work is lInziness.
Was thers ever a good teacher who did not
work, anad work hard?! In the very nature of
things this must he so. In every age the de-
gree of lasting success attained in auny under-
taking is measared by tha earnest, honest, hard
work put iuto it. Why not in school-work as
well as elsewhere ! The teacher, who, seeing
and acknowledging the right way, will delibe-
tately sit down and say. *It is too much
work, it does not pay to o it ;" who is content
to be a mere machine, without one atom of
originality or one spark of eunthusiasm ; who is
willing to hear her scholars drone on day after
day, mere empty, meaningless words, foeling
all the time that they are but words, making
no effort to interest or to inatruct, is unworthy
the name of teacher.

And now, what can we do to prors that the
system of topical teaching is what we claim for
it? There is one way,—only one : ** Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of whistles !
Wherefore by their fruits we shall know them.”

FKCHOES FROM LONDON.

Loxpox, June 23,

We hear that the Coveat Garden Theatrs is
ere long to be lit with the electric light.

Tur authorities are in treaty for Ths Rover,
Lard Eglington’s spleudid yacht,

THE Awerican amateur actors intend to erect
a theatre for themselves in New York, which
will be of soms maguificence,

A LARGE ‘“gathering of the clans” takes place
to.day in honor of the immortal Burns. Chiog-
ford is the rendezvous.

Tur Coventry Cinb has retained the services
of the Hungarian band for Sunday evening sar-
vice. No douht it will provea great attraction.

Earty next manth the Agricultural Hall will
give an exhibition of engineering of almoat
every descriptinn. It will be interesting and
instructive,

A commenermont will sonn be made with My,
Wyndhaw's tneatre in Northumberland Avenue.
The plans are “throngh.” it is difficlt to
raalize, but they are.

Wg naderstand that the smallrst pretues ex-
hibited at the Boyal Acalemy this year hy Me.
Lobert: Page {vonngest son of Mr. James Page,
of Great Clacton), has been sold ther {or 100
guineas.

Mg, Invine Bisnor will give no more per.
formances or take part in o mare divinatinag
in Lonidon, at least, not for the preseot, Hoe s
going ou a farewell tour through the provinces.

Severat, of our largs bookmakers are auxions
to lay fuir odds, from s ** pony" np tea ** thou.
gand,” against Mr. Bishop’s knowing the num-
ber of a bank-note which they are prapared to
deposit.

Tup. cellar of wina of the late Mr. Walter
Powell, M.P., who was lost in o balloon, is to be
sold by anction, at Messrs, Christie & Manson's,
in about a week’s time. The deceased gentlo-
wan was futnous for his choice wines.

ALREADY thers is a report that there is to be
a grand sportsmaa’s exhibition next year in
London. If donein a thorough way, and woe
have not seen that attained yet in any exbibi-
tion, it ought to be an event of excoedingly
great interest.

W have received this statement :—¢ As a
dosire was -expressed by the Dean of West.
minster to purchaso the liceuse of a public-house
for £3,000, a thousand pounds was immediately
subseribed and presented to him."” Tmagination
is left to its full play.

CERTAINLY not before it was wanted, a new
kind of sea bathing-machine has been invented
and patented. It is the production of Mr.
Westman of Birmingham ; it is neat in appoar-
ance, well lighted and ventilated, commodious,
and woll appointed. * The old machine on the
coast is, at best, a very tilthy alfair.

It is gratifying to find that the loternational
Fisheries Faxhibition promises to be a linancial
succexs.  [pwards of £600,000 has already besn
taken.

A sweev thing in the exhibition way has
been opened at Heidelberg, namely, an exhibi-
tion of confectionary of all nations. One hun-
dred and tifty German confectioners, besides
Freuch, Swise, [taliap, English, and North
Awmerican, bave gent in contributions., Some.
thing of the same kind would suit Loodon
taste.

Tiere 18 some probability of one or two of
the dramutie critics accompanying Mr. Irving to
America in the character of special correspon-
dents. The tour will, in fact, be conducted al.
most on the scale of a hostila expedition into an
enemy’s country, and some record of its progress
would be jateresting at hotwme.

Iv is understoml that the artificial arrange-
ment by which Italian Opera is excluded frow
Drury Lane and pantomime from Covent Gar-
den is about to fall through. We may, there-
fare, look next season for a renewal of the time-
honored rivelry between Drury Lane and Covent
Garden in the matter of pantomime.

Tur latest acquisition at the British Museum
is a colossal marble female head, discoveredina
temple at Sarotis by Mr. Denuis. The head
measures over four feet in height, aud is sup-
posed to be that of the Empress Faustina. Tha
entire figurs must have measured about 21 feet,
and was probably seated. The head is interest-
ing from its enormous size, and the placs in
which it was found, more than from any actoal
beauty in the work.

Tue Scottish American raises a note of warn-
ing to intending emigrants from the mother
couutry. ** We wish," 1t says, *“ to inform them
that the present year is not propitious for
persons sertously propusing to come to America,
at least in 50 far as regards the United States.
Thos far the year is without a parallel in his.
tory for floods and cyclones, calamitous in near.
ly every State,””

Tur London Swimming Club bas parfected an
apparatus, very inexpensively, whereby the
novice is sustained upon the water whilst learn.
ing, and with or without a tutor can take the
preliminary lessons without fear of immersiug
the head ; it enables them to lay calaly on the
breast or buck, and thus discard all fear. The
a}\pamtua can as easily be put over a pool of
of water as iu a bath; thus gentlemen who have
ornamental water in their gardens or grounds
can add this attraction to their suburban re-
treats at a small cost.

By an odd coincidence Captain Molloy, who
on Friday night came iuto collision with the
coping stone of a building in or near Fleet
street, had a question on the paper with respect
to the collision of the Wrre with a French lug-
ger in the English Chaonel the other week. The
gallant captuin wag not present to put this
iuestion, but in return thers were many inquir-
ins o the state of his health after his acci-
dent.  [u the absence of Captaio Molloy Me.
O Donnell put the quostion.

Tur time is fast advancing for Lord Coleridlge
anid hig suite of barristers to visit America, aud
bwa are aure they will have a hearty wish for
i their safs arrival, We have seen this remark
before, in plagiarising it, we will add, and safe
return, which we observe was forgotten.  Tha
legal protession is powerful in every country, but
it seems to be pamnount in the United Statea.
*in e conatry in the world,” «aid Burke fully
A century sgo, with reference to Americr, *“18
law 40 general a study 1 and this remark still
holds good.  Law is, and always has besn, re-
garded there as a road leading to all greatness.
Usually about two-thirds of the members of
Coungress are lawyers. They swarm in journal-
inme, They become *‘railroad men™ or great
finunciers.  They pull the wires, organize par-
ties, and play a political part altogsther out of
proporlion to that which belongs to the sama
clags here,

SKiLL N tHE Worksnor.—To do good work
the mechanic must have good health. [f long
liours of confinement in close rooms have eu-
feebled his hund or dimmed his sight, let him at
onee, and before soms organic trouble apprars,
take plenty of Hop Bitters. is syatem will be
rejuvenated, his nerves strengthoned, his sight
become clear, and the whols constitution be
built up to a higher working condition.




