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CHAPTER III.
RUXNING THE GAUNTLET.

Tur morning after the events described in
our last two chapters, was set apart by the
Chief of the Abenaquis for the preliminary
torture of his captive. The Huron chieftain
was to be compelled to run the gauntlet, the
terrible ordeal through which every Indian
prisoner, destined to suffer death, was con-
strained to pass before ending his miseries at
the stake. The custom was common to all
the Indian nations; and in proportion to the
standing of the captive, and to his reputation
8§ & warrior, was the importance attached to
this tirst step in the ascending scale of sAvage
vengeance. There was a tradition among the
colonists that, in the early days of the immi-
gration, a white man, condemned to run the
gauntlet, had effected his escape through the
avenue of armed enemies, carrying with him,
however, to his grave, the deep scars of knife
and tomahawk. But it was & rule.almost be-
rond the possibility of exception, that he who
was forced to undergothis barharous ordeal was
hacked, wounded, and battered to such a de-
gree, that before he reacbed the middle of the
two opposite rows of his enemies, he would
fall down exhausted and insensible: and in
this condition was carried away to await the
final torments of the pile and faggot.

Ths Huron chieftain, from the time he had
been conveyed out of the council-room of the
Fort by the Serpent and his band. had been
watched incessantly by eyes, to whose natural
keenness the anticipation of vengeance lent an
sdditional shargmess. When he arrived at his
place of destindtion, which was the wigwam
of his enemy, the Serpent, his arms were
boond behind his back by strong thongs of the
untanned hide of the deer. His legs were
fastened with similar ligatures. A guard of a
dozen savages, each armed with a knife and
tomahawk, kept watch over the Huaron; and
were relieved every three hours. A French
wuard was also stationed inside the wigwam,
not to watch the prizoner, but to prevent his
Indian custedians from inflicting upon him
needless insnlt,

Abont a couple of hours after sunrise, the
whole of the Indian village was in motion to-
wards a plot of cleared ground, s ‘me five acres
in length, and running from the front of the
Fort down fowards Lake Ontario. This was
the spot where it wasdesigned that the captive
should te made to run the gauntlet; and

thither hurried old men bent with age: sq uaws, |
greyv-haired, hideous and toothless; younger !
squaws, chattering over the anticipated feat of |
vengeance ; warriors, silent with the dumb- |
ness of resolute cruelty; vouny children of
both sexes, and a multitade of wolfish-looking
and haif-starved dogs. making the forest re-
scund with their yelpings.

The garrizon of the Fort were also stirring. |
A number of them had sauntered outside the
walls: they took the precuution, however, to |
carry their arms with them. The officer of
the day was Licut. de Belmont, who knew
well the character of the Indians; and was
fully aware that on oceasivns of this nature,
when their fierce instinets were roused to the
highest piteh, like the tiger's by the teste of
blood, no unarmed white man in their vicinity,
was seciire from impulsive acts of violence

The Serpent, with a dexterity which gave
evidence of long practice, arranged the Abena-
quig in two lines, parallel with cach other.
These lines, commencing within about thirty
vards of the gate of the Fort, and running
#traight towards the Lake, terminated near
the centre of a clearing, a couple of acres
siquare, and studded with stumps of last year's
timber-felling,  The Serpent had a decp de-
sign in causing his linc to terminate in this
obstructed ground. He knew that the Huron
wag the best runner in Canada; and feared
that, perchance, he might get to the end of
the lines comparatively safe; and, in that
event, if he emerged upon open ground, he
could not he overtaken. But, with the pre-
kent arrangement, supposing the Huron, owing
to Lis extraordinary agility, were able to make
a lucky dash throvgh the hostile avenue, he
would find himsclf in the midst of stumps
and fallen timber, and in such a position could
be surrounded without difficulty, or, at all
events, reached by a bullet or an arrow.

Every individaal in the two lines was pro-
vided with some description of weapon ; the
men, with clubs or tomahawks; the squaws,
with knives tied upon poles; the children,
with stakes sharpened at the ends. Tt secmed
nlmost impossible thut uny living thing could
puss two yards along that avenuc of alert’ene-
mics, without being hacked to picces.

The Serpeut having made all his. arrange-
ments, cast bis eye down the lincs, and hav-

ing convinced himself that there was no out-
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let for escape, from héad to foot, ordered some
of his band to bring forward the Huron chief-
tain. ‘

Ina fow minutes: the caplive appeared on
the scene ; and was received with' loud yells
from both lines of the Abenaquis.  His nnswer
was & coutemptuous smile, followed by the
words, uttered with deep gntteral emphasiy,
¢ Dogs and cowards.”

"They brought him o the head of the lines,
and there unlvosed the thongs that fastened
his arms behind.  When he folt himself free,
he opened the neck of his hunting frock, and
‘drew inn decp inspiration of the fresh morn-
ing air. Then stretehing himself to his full
height, he cast a searching glance down the
ranks as if to see where they terminated.  As
soon as he perceived that they ended nmong
the stumps of the clearing to which we bave
already alluded, a shade of disappointment
passed over his brows, but almost as instantly
disappeared.

Suddenly he turned toward the Serpent and
said, ¢ Dog of an Abenaquis, I am ready.”

The Serpent gave a loud and prolonged
whoop, which was answered by a yell from
his tribe, and an instant uprising of weapaons.

With head thrown back, chest advanced,
and left knee bent outwand, the Huron seemed
about to bound forward, when he shouted all
at once down both lines, # Look!" % Look!"
pointing, with his left hand, in the direction
of the forest. All eves were turned to the
point indicated. In an instant the Huron

chieftain, quick as thought, had wrenched a
war-club from the hand of an Abenaquis who |

. i
stood near him, and then dashed  forward !

through the hostile rows with the speed of |

the wind. The savages, who were discom-
pased by his stratagemn. struck at him, most
of them in vain. Straight onward he flew,
dealing tremendous blows from right to lefi,
He had almost reached the clearing, when a
feartul yell struck upon his cars.

crations of the tribe, who now rushed inna
body towards the gato . of the Fort, Atter
“'n\"ing the sealp in theair, in order to enmge
his cnemies still more, he was preparing to
encounter both the Serpent and his brother,
when o dozen of French soldiers seizod him
from behind and carried him into the Fort
But before the threshold was passed, he nian-
aged to get his right arm free, and sont'his
tomahawk, with unerring aim, right agninat
the breast.of the Serpent, who was pressing
in after the soldiers, The chieftain of the
Abenaquis  dropped like lead.,  #Ha, ha”
shouted the Huran, © that is the second mark
I have branded on the Serpent; the next time
Death and 1 will make the mark together”

When fairly over the threshokl, the gate
was instantly closed: and the Huron for the
present was safe from his enemies.

CHAPTER 1V,

JULIE AND ISANTA.

Is a chambier, adjoining the quarters of M,
de Callidres, rat two maidens, discussing, in
low and tremulous tones, the cause of the up-
roar outside the fort, RBoth we-e aware that
an expedition was in course of preparation
agninst the Troquois; but they felt assured
that it was not vet ready to start, for if so
they would have been informed of the fact by
M de Calliéres the previous evening, ‘They
asked one another if the tumult conld have
been an attack by the Iroqueis : but the pre-
sence of the greater part of the soldivres inside
the fort convinced them that it was not oe-
casioned by the appearance of these drended
vnemies,

So, after exhausting their stock of ¢
teonjectures, the maidens came to the con-

Deluxion to await the explanation of the dis-

Sturbance  on ML de Callicres, their

Pand informant on all matters inside the fort,

cand on most
In a mo-

ment a number of Abenaquis, who had been !

concealed behind the stumps, rose from their
ambush, and confronted him with levelled
muskets. He saw at once that it was death
to advance; it was also death to remain
stationary, for the lines of enemics through

from behind in a semicirele from which there
could be no escape.  He resolved to make for
the fort, and turned back in that direction.,

A shower of bullets from the Abenaqguis in
the clearing. followed, but passed over his
head. Henow saw that a party of his enemies
bad determined to intercept him if he attempe-
ed to reach the gate of the Fort in a straight
line. His only chance, then, was to make a
rapid cireuit, and, by passing well to the right
of his assailants, and putting forth all his
speeid, endeavour to reach the gate bofore them,
Situnted as he was, there was no cpening hy
which he could find his way inte the forest

cappeared in the course of this narrative,
“about entering on her cighteenth year:

matters in the little
world bevond it

Julie de Chitelat, whose name has wlremdy

and

i war passing from the dream-land of cirtheol

cinto the worlid and ways of womanhnl,
ch :was tall; but a rounded and prrfect develop-
which he had passed were vlosing in on him '
Dquirements of beanty of contour il mualtleos.
s ness of proportion,
PR

5!‘.1'
ment harmonized her height with all the re-
Her faze was of the oval

blending Joveliness of fenture with n
perpetual sunniness of expression,

:not concealeid by the long silken Inshes which

Cfringed them,
| gln,

Her hair, dark, lucuariant and
T, Awept in waves over s neck whose ivory

. whiteness fent a rare and exquisite distinet-

. ness to the contrast.,

But it was not only in

Drifts of physical and external beauty that
sJulie de Chiatelet challenged ndmiration, and
ceaptivated all who came within the circle of

for a palisading, twelve feet in beight, ran

round the Fort on its four sides,
his right, with the spred of a deer, he passed

fight towards the vate.  But on glancing be-

Durting to

hind, he saw that he was closely pursuesd by -

the picked runner of the Abenagquis,  Thiy
man had the advantage of being frosh, while
the Huron had gone over a mile of wronnd,
and had received several hard knocks while
ranning the gauntlet.

“embroiderives

The Abunaguis was

followed, at a distance of some twenty vards, |

by the s

were good runners. But the Huron kept his

rpentand bis Lrother, both of whom -

distance from his first pursucer ; and amid the |
yells of the Indians, and the encournging

cheers of the French soldiers, who were spec-

about ten yards of the gate of the Fort, when
his foot cunglit upon a portion of a stump that
projected three or four inches from the ground,
and was completely hidden by the long Trass,
He fell to the carth with great violenee; and
Tay =till for a couple of seconds, The main
body of the Abenaquis, who, seeing the Huron
pursued by the best runner of their tribe, as
well as by their chief and his brother,—and
feeling certain that the prisoner, even if he
eseaped into the Fort, would be given up to
them again, had refrained from the chase,
raised a loud cry of triumph when they wit-
nessed the fall of their ¢cnemy.  But their ex-
ultalion was brief. The Huron was on hig
fect before the Abenaquis runner came up to

him. To the amazement of every one, instead |

of continuing his flight, he turned round to
meet his pursver.  His conduct seetned to b
inspired by madness; for he had only o club,
while the Abenaquis had both knife nnd toma-
hawk. ‘Throwing himscIf back, and resting
the weight of his body on his right foot, the
Huron awaited the attack. “I'he soldiers of
the: Fort, although they considered the result
of the contest would be the death of the Huron
chieftain, could not cesist giving him a loud
cheer. The Abcenaquis cume up  Leaping
up from the ground, so as to add impitus to
the blow, he brought his tumahawk down ina
direct line with the head of bisudversary, But
the latter sprang aside, and, before the Aben-
aquis could recover himself for another blow
the club of the agile lluron hud fractured hia
skull and Inid himn prostrate,  Bending over
his enemy, the vicor snatched the knife frum
his belt, und picked up the tomahawk, This
done, he sculped the lifeless Abenaquis, in the
twinkling of an cye, amid the infuriated cxe-

- her acguaintance,

Caccompanicd the troops everywhore,
tators of the exciting chase had arrived within |

Her mind, from an enrly

age. had been stored with that species of
, H

knowledge which tends to higher prrposs

S than merely to enable its posacssor to Hont at .
round the line of savages, and direeted his :

guardian

wans -
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sion on those who gazed for the
upon her countenuuce.  They
dreamy oyeg, that seemed to he
ward at some objeet present only {0 her gwyy
imagination ; and, ¢ times, they would )y, lit
up with a lustre hatf mysterious and halr Un-
carthly,  But on these acasions she wouyld b
silent and reserved, as if under the spell of n
melancholy from which it wan impossible (g
break™free, even though assisted by the .
terehinrme of the sweet voice and sistorly “Om-
fortiness of Julie de Chatelet he Huron
maiden was attived in the game coktime ny
her companion; and the garments of civiliza-
tion displuyed to the highest advantage (],
exynisite proportions of a figure which united
the plastic gracefulness of the Indinn with {1,
stutely poise and carringe of the Enropean
The only indiention of lsanta's origin was g
neck-1nee of white beads, which she wore Con-
tinually, from tho day she fiest beenme ne-
quainted with the French: and these heady
no amount of persuasion, even on the part of
Julie de Chitzlet, could induce her ta dis.
enrdd,

“wonder,” said Julie ta her vompaniog
breaking a silence that had lasted a considur.
able time, ¥ what cuuxed the UPrent we heprd
outside the Fort, this morning ?

The Abnaquix inve been drinking " roplivdg
fsnnta,

“But we heand shots fired. and we pla,
heard voices losnl in anger)” objected Julj,.

“The Aleunguis, then, have been drinking:
fire-water,” retorted  Tsantac: fand, in thae
condition, mistaking their own men in the
forest for the Iroquois, have shet at them
Disl T not say to vou, when the guns w. e
firedl that the sound came from the divection
of the clearing ? and yon know that the forest,

at cacly side of the clearing, runs down 1o 1

Lake, and itis by that way the [reqiois nest

first time
wero lnrgc,
looking for.

coun-

corsapproach i they were coming to attack e
rolonial i - ’

Yo von said thar, Tsanta, but 1 do kg

Cthink the Abenrguis were drinking : for the

Marquis de Denonville bas issued strict ondess
that no liquer <hall be sold to the Indians,
And what care the Alenaguis far (e

orders of the Marguie? Iothey are not

callowed to bhay firecwater they will sfeal it

The exes
cwere large, black and tuminous, shaded, bt ;

ease on the shallow conversational currents of

salone, or fritter away listless and unocengded
hours in the exeention of useless and fantastic
M. de Calliéres, who, in the
artive dutics of a soldier's life, never coased to

remember his schoal-day authors with delizhre,
Lad provided himself with a colleetion of;

books, which followed him evervwhere, and
which he regarded as the most precions por-
tion of his baggage. To these volumes,

the veteran being her instructor, and, in his
absence, one of the missionary futhers, who
The re-
sult of the care and exertions of M, de (7al
licres was, that in inteltectual accomplish-
ments his ward woas one of the firsd women in
the colony ; and could have compared favour-
ably with many of the Indies who graced the
court of King Lonis of France,

Iris . e
. : fare yourselt
warid, Julie, had acvers whenever she chose s | 870 )

The companion of Julic de Chatelet was an

Indian maiden abiout her own age, buned in
the Huron dialect ¢ Tranta,” or the & Lily of |

the Forest.,”  The girl, along with other onp-
tives, had been brought ta Montren! some ten
years previously by the Serpent, and wes n
Huron by nation, The child was poxsessed of
rare intelligence and beauty ; and attracied
the altention of M. de Callitres, who formed
the design of making her a companion for Lis
ward, For this purpose he ransomed her,
took her under hiis own care, had her instruct-
cd by the missionary fathers, and finully bap-
tised into the frith of the Church which they
repregonted. Julie de Chitelet took to her
littie Indian play-mate with all the affection-
ate ardour of childhood.  They learnt their
tasks together, grieved together, and rejoicerd
together sisters in everything save in the ae-
cident of birth,

The Huron maiden, indeed, was o favourite
everywhere,  She was one whom it wns jin-
posgible to nvoid loving, Her sartleasness, her
natitrnl buoyancy of spirit, her trustfulness
won for her o welcome among all ¢lasses of
the colonists.  She possessed, moreaver, the
advantages of physical beauty rare armong her
race.  Her fentures bad none of the murked
characteristics of her people ; but were deli-
cate and finely formed ; and lier complexion
purtook more of the deep olive hue of nomniden
of southern Europe than of the tint of one
born in the Canading wilderness, It wis her
eyer, however, which left the deepust impreas-

oAb Tsanta you still dislike the Abenaguis.
Lam afraid that all the Tessons Father Mariin

Chas given you on the duty of forg:cing yoon
enctnies, have beon forgotten
“The Abenagnis killed my maother and
sister. How can | forzet that?

But, surely, it you had it in your power,
ronwonld not vevengye it npon these peopds, 1y
spite of all our missionaries ean do, the maost
of them are heathens,  Buat you, Tsanta, are a
Christian.™

I T would net eare to punish with my own
hand, the murder of my (ricnds, 1 would no
ory if T enw thee Troguois do jg.°

Alas! Teanta, 1 am beginning th fear for
your Christianity”

o Are not you a Christinn, Julje 77

Y1 hope I may bealHowed tocall mysa}fse

PWL then. 0f you saw the Serpent kit
Licut, de Belmont, as | raw him kill s
family ¢ and i, the next moment, you saw
Monsicur de Calliiees come up and kill the
Serpent, woubl you ery for the act of M. de
Callidres? ™

Judte turned red, andd, with a confused air,
rv,']'-li-:c! :

= I think, Irantn, that you are turning foed-
st and will soon make me as foolish as yon

Tl Huron maiden relapaed into silones fur
a frw moments, and then suddenly askoed ¢

“ How old i Licut, de Belmont 77

Julie's face was agsin suffused  with erim-
sy ak she nnswernd ;

S How should T know, Tsanta?  But why da
vou ask the question ?

“ Because [ was just now thinking of my
brather—the one the Serpent ecould not kill,
when he murdered my family—and that bro-
ther wonld be twanty-tive years of age hal he
Heed until the next falling of the leaves.”

HWell, Tsanta, T ennnot say what may be
the nge of Licnt, de Balmont, but T have heard
M. e Callicrew way he is tweniy-four or
twenty-five,  But how eame you to hear that
your brother was dead?  And why did you
not tetl me g0 hefore to-day ?

T wnly heard it yesterday, The Serpent
sent ene of ths Abenrauis to tell me that he
had taken an Troquois prisoner; and that this
man had told him the Trogueis had eaptorod
my brother, and pot him to death, [ eannet
believe it, My brother was too great a chicf
to Le eaptured by the Iroquois. 1 wonld have
&een the prisoner yesterday, and inguired of
him the teuth, otly for the order of M. de
Callicrex, that you and T ahenld keep ane
rooma till the expedition leaves,  Bub T will
see i this evening come what may,”

I8 belter to remain where you are uatil
M de Callitres arrives.  From him we can
lenrn everything

YL would rther inquire of Lieut, de Bel-
monl than M. de Calligres.”

YAl why, Isanta? " gqueried.ulic, lonking
il the Huron maiden with a somewhnt puz-
vled expression of countennnee,

' Beenuse,” replied lsantn, ¢ Licat. de Del-
mobt is a much younger man than M, de
Callicrts; snd 1 do not feel o much ashamed
asking a question of a young person as 1 would
on arking it of un elder one.”



