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[VER. factories in the Royal Arsenal, Woolwicb, Eug- BRELOQUES POUR DAMES.
idened ir resureland. It is a revolver witb five charubers, fiii A hively lady rernarked :-" I notice that theseIParis. successively,,tbrough an epeu-uioutb barrel, and woman' ihspeleaenvrbymnsmoviug about on a kind of truck. It weighs 35 lefts." srgtspepeaeivaibyxe'in Paris for the re- cwt.,_sud appears to he verv jT7usl con-Ql
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'A winter pair of boots lias lieuu inveuîted linedwitlî a miaterial which takes ont and in, sud,
heing lieated and placed lu the boot, retains the
warmtb for an incredibly long time.

Kentucky bas a law that ail money won inbetting on elections shahli e confiscated to the
sclioul fund, sud the Grand Jury at Louisville
are rolliîîg np a fearful liat of iudictmnents.

MINNESOTA la to bave aStateinebriate asyluin
for whiil tlie liquor sellers will bave to psy, as
the Supreme Court lias snstaiîîed the constitu-
tionality of tle law imposing a tax for this pur-
pose.

TIIE German census so far shows an increase
of popuîlation lun almost every part of the Empire,
witli the exception of Metz, wliere tliere lias been
h fallini off otf 10,000 lu the population since the
annexation.

THEc increase during the asat five years of letters
sud postal cards lu Canada amounts to sixty per
cent., thie iscrease lu the number of post offices
to twenty-five per cent., anud of the post office
revenue to forty-six per cent.

TIIE Isat descendant of the fanions navigatar
Anerigo Vespucci' Wbo gve bis namne ta the
New World, lias just died near Florenice. Hie
bore the samne naine as the great saior of tbe
fifteenth century.

TiiEOLOGY la not a favorite study witb therising generation in Grmany. At t he Univer-
sity of Heidelberg ouly nine ont of the entire
Dnmber of 433 students bave entered their sanies
for the theological lectures.

MEÂT lias been sent from Buenos Ayres toFrance in a perfect state of preservation lu apickle coanposed of two parts of b-borate of soda,two of boric acid, tliree of saltpetre, sud one ofrnuriate of soda to 100 parts water.
IN cycles of 21,000 years the earthb las becsthrongh alternate perioda of unusual heat sud cold,cither of whicl is1 said by the scieutiats to super-induce on its surface an eutirely new sud differentset of animaIs. Forunuately we are not yet at the

close of sncb s cycle.
MuR. MENZIEs, wbo bas juat published a valu-able work on forest trees in Englaud, saya thatlightniuug neyer strikes, dead trees, but alwaysselects the strongest, and tbose full of rap. It

la well Worth knowing thattîje ivy often acta asa liglitning conductor.
DR. W. H. RUSSELL, the Times correspon-(lent, an(l secretary to tihe Prince of Wales dur-Ing bis Induan trip, bas sent a telegramn to tbeIVoreigu Office requestiiig a furtlier cousigumentof PeSsents at once, as the stock whicb the Princetook witb birnis nearly exbausÉed.
Ax absurd performance was tbe recent exper-inient of a baîl on skates witli rollers, at Brugl-ton, Eugland. The movemeuri of the akatersproved to lie ntterly incompatible witb the music-al requirements at a dance. Here lu Montreal,dancing on skates bas been tried at the VictoriaRink witli admirable success.
-MONsîcsxýoR DEiRs, the Maronite Arcbbish opof Beyroutlias prescnted ta the uew MoInt-martre Clinrch of Paris a gigautie cedar, descrili-

cd as one of the trees of Lebsuon conteniporarywitl tliose of Soloon ansd Hiram, which weslatcly blown dowîu. Twelve fine plauka from it,bcing a sacre(î number, will soon reacli Paris.
A new forni of iusanity bas been discovered.

It beats even kleptoniania. It 18 called cheiro-
graphie insanity, and was inventeC. by s biglilyingeuinus lawyer, wlo liad to defeud a clientcharged with forgery. The conusel pleàded thatthe lrisoner n'as ii tIse habit of speudiug biseveuusugs in signing iniaginary cheques and bilîs.

OUT of a total, population of 35,000,000 luFranuce there are stated to lie 500,000 Protestants
sud 49,000 Jews, baîf oi the latter iubabiting
Paris.' The number of Frenchmen wbo baveformally declau'ed that tbey do sot beloug to auyreligionu is about 82,000, aud 3,071 are lseu
mnembers of "divers sects. " csda

F. W. CLAPP, of tlie Massachusetts Legiala-turc, bas refused a railroad pass. «'I believe, "lie says, " that no menîber of tbe Legisîsturecau received favor of this kiud consistently witb
bis dnty ta bis coutituents sud the respect
whicb he owes to himnsef" Four other niembershave also returued passes, but tbere are 274 ta
hear froin.

MR. RUSKIN lias obtaincd a site near Sheffieldand also subscriptions- to the arnouît of £8,000,
inlunport of bis sceue of an Ar-cadian village,
to be elevated into the ideal of cultivated tastefor the beautiful. Hie intenda to build a numberof cottages ou tbe pureat ostbetic principles, ta

A couple of weeks ago, Jndge Torrance, of
Montrea, was nîarried in Louisville to Mrs.
Lanra Pugli, a native of Frankfort, Ky., a lady
wbo is j ustly celebrated for wit sud nîany acconi-
plisbrnents. The marriage waà the resuit of a
ulueteen years' conrtsbip, during whicb the lover
liad amaîl hope of succeas. He reuiewed bis suit
aunually, and last summer bis constancy was
rewarded by the promise of the fair lady to be-
coîne bis wife. Mrs. Torrance's first busbaud
was tbe brother of Senator Pugb, of Ohio.

LuEIT. CAMERON the Academy says, will
probably arrive in Eugland in the middle of.lanuary. His splendid exploit places hlm, witb-
out dispuute, in the very first rauk of American
travellers. H-e left Ujiji alînost destitute, suf-
feriug frorn disease, aud utter lontelineas. Against
hlm were tlie stupendous difficulties of the task ;.
ou bis ide were idonitable pluck, devotion to
duty, sud tbat geutle conrage wbicb bad already
earned forbhira the respect and love of the natives.
There will lie no stories of bloodsbed lu the nar-
rative of this gallant naval officer. A glance at
a map of Africa will at once show the magnitude
of Camerou's achievemeut, sud tlie importance
of bis 'liscoveries, Exceptiug Livingstane sud
Silva Porto, lie is tbe only Enropean wbo ever
crossed the continent of Africa withlu the tropics.1

À GREAT 0OVFiRT'1RE.

Wliat au overture it la, that of Mozart's
"'Nozze di Figaro, 1 " bow varied, bow rich,
liow expressive, sud bow niclodions 1 Evhr
time onse bears it, familiar as it is, it snggests
new ideas. How abal[t lie dcscribed lu detail 1
Firat of alI, the strings start off gaily by theni-
selves-al la smootb sud ilunuises, as it ouglitto leinl the bouse of Count Almaviva. Almoat
at once the oboes jolul, sud the flutes [mmcdi-
ately answer thein. The strings repeat the
original theme; but the obocsansd flutes have
sernething to ray. Altliougb everythiug scema
se sniootb sud barmonious, you sec there are
otlier people beaides bis lordship in the great
bouse wit h ittle plans sud wills of their own,
althougb tbey do sot. make themiselves promu-
neut. Listen bow the instruments clisse cacli
other over the garnut, sud occesionally. slip
round anu nexpected turning-is sot Cherubino
always at bis tricks? Barberina, too, lsas wily
little niaiden ; sud the Conut eau turu adroitly
round ont of the way, to avoid diacovery of an
awkward incident, as seemtat be suggested by
the way [n wbich tbe 'cello runs up the acale
wbeu you erpcct ' it ta keep os ts even course.
The second violin sud viola (I su nuow at the
fifty-eigbtb bar) begin a placld, rocking move-
ment, calcnlated to lull anybody into s false se-
crity-the Count laya bis sly little plot witb
refereuce to Suranna very cleverly, sud nothing
appears ohn the surface; but Figaro is aller still.

ei catches a bint, some trifie ont of the ordiuîary
course (the lower G sharp snddculy refflaciug the
A whichb las tlirioe becnsosunded), sud lie is
down ou it aIl like lightning-uotice how the
first violin, wbichbhas beeuu mcditatiîug in silence
for a while, pounces os tliat E, refiectively
bovers a moment betwecu it sud the 1) sharp,
sud then gaily rusa up to the A-Figar-o coin-
prelicuda it sîl, sud lias lit os a plan, ta avert
the threateuing danger. In the eigbty-fourtb
bar the 'cello, tired of sirnply carryiug ont tbe
whims of the violins sud flutesansd oboca, be-
gins to suggest s little notion of bis own, sud
subînits it to bis comipsuiouus. lie attracta little
attention at first; but lic repeats it, sud then
the violins, tes bars later, try it by theniacîves,
sud rather like it, the base instruments comiug
[n witb a couple of approvisg cliords. Tisecello, as I imagine, is tSe Count witb auotlier
of bis base designs, only Figaro's quick ear
catches [t, asd-this is the repetition of the
phrase by thie violins-graspa it witl tlue utmost
clearness. After this, about the bundredtb sud
few following bars, there lasenime slight discord
un the palace. Figaro shows that lie knows
nmore thasi bis master likea hi ta know ; sudthe Countess bas bier own gif;btslti
soon dirappears fror tbe srfc, auîd everythiuug
goes on nierrily. About the hundred sud tweu-
tietli bar, agaiu the second violins sud viola
begin their attempt ta beguile the watcbfulnes
of Figaro witb regard to bis wife Susanua, sud,
as beore, bis keen wit aida hini-here the fiast
violin reflect8 witb rapid braius between tbe A
sud G sasr, sud away up to the Duit start-
as before, Figaro is widle awakc. So it proceeda,
sud doca not end until Clierubino bas bad ouîe
or two narrow escapes. Away down the acale.
rus the strings, sud after them lun bot pursuit ila
the wind ; a sharp slip aside, sud_ the wiud lasi
got dows to the bottom of the - cale ta 11usd1
nothuuug except the 'cello sud a couple of
bassoons, sud wben it gets up ta tIe place froni
wbenoe the strings stsrted, they are well on
their way to the bottoni of the acale agau, untilj
at lest al imite witb ose cousent intoas bar-1
moulons finale. Figaro aud Susanna are max-i
ried, the Count sud Countesa recouuciled, Cberub-4
mno leaves the girls alose, and, aritten witb
military entbusiasm, singa "«Alla gloria mili-1
tar 1 " witli the best of the regiment. Sncb, at1
lesst, is part of the story whb ch the overture
couveys to me.

THE rnost basbful girl we ever knew was one
wlio blusbed wben asked if she bad not been
courtiug sleep.

A British barmaid rnarried ose of ber cus-
tomers and cured him of bis passion for drink.
He died an M. P. and left ber $400,000.

YOUNG ladies who wear clanking chains
arouud tbeir waists, and large boop bracelets, as
far as the elbow on their arun, are called «fsb-
iouable con viets,"

"gGo ont,' youug rman's ; she's flot bere ?" saida Penusylvania preacher lest Suuday, lu the
midst of bis sermon, to a yonth wbom be saw
hesitating iu the doorway.

As old Mr. -eaved the lest scnttle of four
tons of coal into bis cellar, be was heard to re-
mark : " If tliey bad been boys instead of girls,
[t woldu't bave been thus. One toîî wonlct lest
alI Winter.

A LADY lu Halifax baving occasion to enter amilliner's shop, bad ber attention attracted by a
beautiful and expeuisive Frenîch bonnet, and in-quired the price ; she was told it was sold.
"Oh, I had no idea of buyiug sncb a bonnet,"
said the lady "; upon which the milliner said,"dit [s a joint-stock bonnet-that is, it belougs
ta three factory girls, who wear it by turn oui
Sunday."

ONE of the curates belougiug to a large aud
poor parisb eutered tbe borne oftan aged couple,
sud found tbe "gudewife" lu a very exhausted
condition from pain and disease. lu the hope
of alleviatiug ber suffering, be qnickly procnred
smre brandy, sayhuig that it wa8 pnrcbased from
the offertory alma. A day or two afterwards lie
went again ta, see the old people, wbeu the porwornan rnadethe foilowiug staterent-". That
brandy, sir, did me a power o' good, sud a kiud
gentleman sent me Bmre rney, so my old mn
west ever s0 far to find the ' Offertory Arma,' toget me some more. He couldn't fiud ont wbere
[t was, but be found the 'Bedford Arnus,' and
the brandy la just as good."

ODD FISR.
We have received froni W. F. WuruTdaER,

Esq., of tbe Marine sud Fisberies Departmcnt,
st Ottawa, the following memorandum on the
diWouderful Fish " cxhibited at Sarnia, sud
described in oui- illustrations lsst week :

IdThe queer flsb aketcbed in s receut number
"of the Uanadian .Tltustrat.ed New8, la a re-
"iaarkshle apecimen of the order sturuonidoens,

diknowu to naturalistB as the SPOONBILL 8TUR-
:6GEoN, (polyodon spatula,) varionsly called the

DtCKBILL, PADDLE FISE, sud SEOVEL FISEH.
"'i'ere la a different member of the sturionu

group, nanied tbe SHOVEL FISE, (sCapiorin-
dius cataphracteg,) belonging ta the suli-genus

"stun-ionidoe, witb reference ta wbich this ahmi-
"larity lu nonicnclatuieis apt toleadtoconfusion.
"It differsor gaulcaly froiniail others of the order
«"in baving a sniootb skis ; as enormous leaf-
'ike expansion of anout ; a membraneous gi.
"flap extending its points nearly mid-way be-
"twees the pectarals sud vent rals ; sud, lastly,Idby a sbark-likc înoutb, friuged witb minte

"teeth. Iu general appearance. it bears very"little resemblauce ta the sturgeon. The fiat-
idtened snut of the sAW FisE, but for [t8"tootb-like projections, miglit entitte it, on
"siglit, ta dlaim relationsbip witb polyodon more
"readily thas ita bony-plated kinstias. It [s
"certainly s rarity lu Casadian waters. Indi-
"viduasshave becs taken lu the Ohio sud
"Misaissippi rivera. This is probably the spe-cae seenb y Father licunepn lu Lake Pepin,

lu i 1680, sud which liesasys lie at firat mistook
difor 'the devll.' The Sarnia isouster la usoat

"licly s ce ;Dwayer of the Royal Family
"of Stureos. abeae approacbed the
"shore to interview the 'lPremier,' wbo bas
"doubtîcas secs soie quecrer fial inl the ses

ofpoiticsan suaome sot mo easily classified.
"Te description given by your artiat la lu"substance the sanie as that obligiugîy sent tocime by Mr. David MeMaster, the local

"Fisbcry Overseer ; and the drawins now pnb-
"lisbed resemble tbose made by Mr. H. T. Bell
"to accompany the report. The Minister su-
"tborized me to segotiate for the purcliase of

:'the specimen, but the ignorance sud areed of
" the captara defcatcd our wiabes. Tliey de-"rnanded 81, 000.

YANKEE DOODLE.
After the Ministers Pleuipotestiary of Great

Britain sud the United States had nearly con-cludcd their pacific labors at Glient, the burgbcrs
of that qusint old Duteli city detcrmlned to
Ziv su entertainnient iu their honor, sud de-

sedto bave the national airs of the two treaty-
making powcrs performed as a part of the pro.gramme. So the musical director was directcd
to' caîl upon tbc Arnericsu Ministersansd obtaiuu
the music of tbe unational air of tise United
States. A consultation enued, at wbicb Bay-
ard sud Gallatin fsvored "dHall Colunbia !"
while Clay, Russel sud Adamsa wcre decidedly
[n favor of "&Yankee Doodie." The musical
directar aaked [f any of the gentlemn bad thei
music, sud receivsg a negative reply, suggeted«
that perbaps oue of theni could sing or w istle
the air. «"«I can't, " sasd- Mr. Clay, "i neyer
wbistled or sung a tasse lunuy life-perbapsMr.
Bayard cas." ilNeither cas 1," replied Mr.4

Bayard, " 1perbap8 Mr. Russell ean r' Mr.
Russell, Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Adams in turn
coufessed their lack of musical ability. I
have it," exclaimed Mr. Clay, and ringing the
bell he surnimoued his colored body servant.
"John," said Mr. Clay, "Whistle 'Yankee
Doodle ' for this gentleman. " John did so, the
chief munsician noted down the air, and at the
entertainment the Glient Burghers' Band
played the national air of the United States,
,with variations."

SLANG PHRA4SES.
At regular intervals there cornes to the sur-

face some peculiar slang expression wbicb the
American people seize tlpon and bold on to until
tbey wear it thread1bare. It may be said, too,
that Amiericans are prone to the use of slang.
For a long whfle the saying, IlThat's so, John-
ny Roacb !" had free sway, and IlB ully for you 1"
was equally a favorite. IlYou l'et ?" had its
origiu in the muines of the Rocky Mountains,
wbile "If you don't believe I'm'a butchier just
smell of my boots ! " emnanated froîn the old dis-
trict of Spring Garden, aud was the pet of the
miembers of the Fairmount Engine Compauy.

l'Il bet my pile 1"" I can't see it!1'Il"Too
thin ! " aud I"How's that for bigli ?" have "«gon-.
to take a rest " witb Ileverythiug lovely " and
thc Ilbully boy with a glass eye.' The street
Arab no longer asRs, "Do you see anythiug
green [n my eye ?" but witb a degree ofÉ non-
chalance snicb as can only be obtaiued tbrongh
the nomadic life he leads, will hurt at you. "0Oh,take a bath for fresb air !" "Shoot it !" was an
importation and applied to any odd style of bat,
but the expression nevertook firmi root in the East.
Occasionally a bore is saluted with 1,Oh, bush ?or Il Go bire a hall 1 And thse latest for "ILet's
go see a man " is "Let's go have a tooth pull-
ed." The inoat popular slang expreasiou o f the
day, however, is, "Pull downt your vest. " After
doing good service iu the Western -country, it
has at lengtb reached the Eastern cities, and isto-day as freely used as ever were any of the
slang phrases that preveded it.y

HEART7HAND IIOMR.
A TRiTE, LADY.-A woman's worth is to bees

timated by the real goodneas of bier heart, thegreatne8s of bier soul, and the purity and sweet-
nesa of ber character ; and a woman with kindly
disposition and well-balanced mind and temperis lovely -and attractive, be bier face ever so plain
and ber figure ever so bomely.

A SîsT'ra' Lovz.-Who cani tell the thoughts
that cluster around the word sister? How ready
she is to forgive the errors, to excuse the foibles
of a brother. She neyer deserts bim. In adver-
aity she clings closely ta hinm and in trial she
cheers bi,. And when the bitter voice of reproacb
ispured iu bis ears she is ever readIy to bush itshab toues, ad turu bis attention away from itspainful notes.

OCtPATIN.-How mauy persous there areiu tlîîs world wbo euitirely ignore the golden
search for genial occupation ! Tbey are almost
constantly striviug after somethiug wbich is en-tirely differeut fromn what tbey are capable ofeujoying. We are not opposed ta enterprise, butit is the habit of coustantly changiug from one
tbiug to auother againat wbicb we protest.
There are thousauda of men, and wornen too,who are to-day fast approaching the grave, and
wbo are atriviug and toiling to kecp sont sud
body together until the lsst bour, because it bas
been their habit all througb life to be discon-
tented. lu their time tbey have tried perbaps

a undred different tbiugs, and aIl witb little or
no succe8as; wbile, if tbey bad chosen one pur-suit, aud devoted their timne and attention ex-
clusively ta it, they would to-day, lu ail pro-bability be spendiug their decliniug years inesse, surrounded with all the wants and coin.-forts of life ; for tbere 18 scarcely a single pursuit
that, if followed witb sorne purpose, will puot
yield a golden future.

A MOTHER'8 HOM.-The most perfect homeI ever saw was in a little bouse inta the sweet
incense of whose fires went no costly thinga.
Six bundred dollars served for a year's living offather, mother, and tbree cbildreu. But the
mother was a creator of home, and lber relations
witb bier cbildreu were the moat beantiful 1 bave
ever seen. Eveni a duli aud conîmonplace man
a-as lifted np and enabled to do work for moula
by the atmospbere wbicb this womau created.
Every inmate of ber bouse involuntsrily looked
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