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laid before the legislature 1s an actusl allowance of such charge,
is utterly uuwarrantable. If this were allowed any weight at
all, it could ouly apply to obhivion for the past but could nev-
ex furmsh ao authority for fitture payments, a positive eoact-
ment being the only mode of expressing the will of the legista-
ture— the only mode which is public and bmding on all His
Majesty’s subjects withio the province—~ and without wiich, or
some pre-extsting law, nooe of them can nghtfully be deprived
of even the smallest portion of Ins property which such unag.
thorised expenditure might entail
Your committee can not dismuss this subject, withont ex-
) pressing its (their) disappiobation of the authority assumed by
} ihe commitiee of thre executive council for the audit of pubhic
; accounts, of finally pronouncing upon all the charges compris-
{ | ed io the contmgent expenses of this province, thereby essel-
" tially encroaching upon the piivilege of the assembly, the only
copstitational authority by which such coatingencies ought to
\ be regulated and controuled.
[ The public provincial accounts from the yem 1817 to the
) year 1820, inclusively, vext occupied the attention of your
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commitice.
The total amount expended dning the period aforesaid, as
g appears by the list of warrants ssued by the adgmoistration of
i the government, snpually submitted to the legistature 1s £ 517.-
577. 14. 10 3-4, and the total amount raisedd on the people, in
virtue of imperinl and provineial acts, amounts to £ 440,280
V! 5.15 1-4 ; chewing an excess of expenditure, beyoud the mou-
W ey raised during that period, of £ 87,207, 9, 0 : winch, added
\ to the excess of expenditure, up to the year 18186, inclusively,
wilt form a total excessof expenditure buy ond the revenue, from
l {he commencement of the constitution in 1792, untl the 1st of
By November 1820, of 5 285,326 12.5 3-4
Your commttee refer the house to the observations already
(i made on this subject, fiom which they feel warranted 1 con-
' cludiog that, deducting from this excess, the pay and clothing
of the mibtia, during the last American war, and other nnan-
thorised payments, nncopnected with the admimstration of jus.
1/ tice and the support of the civil goveroment. a sum has been
vaised in this province, up to this period, more than sufficient
to cover the whole of the expenses ofits civil government, in-
! cluding the special and general appreprations of the legisla.
ture.

The supplementary public provincial accounts for the year
ending the 1st of November, 1818, contain a list of warrants for
services of that year, issned subsequent theieto, shewiog an ap-
parent excess of expenditure, beyond the appropriauons, of
£ 898. 16. 10 1-2, sterliog

Your commitlee abstain from waking any observations on
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