
laid before the legislature is an actual allowance of such charge,
is utterly unwarrantable. If tlis ivere allowed any weight at
ail, it could only apply to oblhvion for the past but could nev-
er farnmsh an authority for future pa3 mgents, a positive enact,
inent bemng the only mode of expressmug the vill of the legisla-
ture- the ongly mode ivbîchi is pblc and binding on ail Bis
Majesty's subjects withn the province- and w ithout iviich, or
some pre-ex-sting law, none of them can rightfully be deprived
of even the smailest portion of fils property ihich such unan.
thoîised expenditure miglit entail

Your committee can not dismiss this subject, withont ex-
pressing its (their) disappobation of the austhority assumed by
Ile comimittee of the executive council for the audit of publbe,
accounts, of finally pronouncing upon aill the charges compris-
ed in Ilhe contingent expenses of' tis plovinsce, tiereby esseu-
tially encroanhrmg upon the pi ivilege o f the assemibly, the only
constitational autlority by wich such coutmgencies ought to
be regulated and controuled.

The public provincial accounts from hlie yeam 1817 to the
year 1820, inclusively, uext occupied the attention of yOur
commitlee.

The total amount expended duîing the pet id aforesaid, as
appears by the list of warrants issuled b) tlhe adimoistration of
the government, annually submittud to the legislature is G 517.-
577. M. 10 3-4, and the total anmount raîsed on the Ieoplc, in
virtue of imperial and piovircial acts, amoints to 40,280
5. 15 1-4 ; shelrmsg an excess ofexpenditure, beyoud tie mon-
ey raised duricg that period, of £ 87,297. 9. O whîich, added
to the excess of expeoditure, up to the year 1816, inclusively,
willform a total excessof expenditure bty oîd the revenue, froni
the commencement of the constitution in 1792, until the ist of
Novembei 1820, of e 285,326 12. 5 3-4

Your comîmttee refer the bouse to the observations already
made on this subject, fiom which tiey feel varranted in cou-
cluding that, deducting fron this exeess, the pay and clothicg
of the milîtia, during the last Ameri au %var, and other unau.
thorised paymeuts, uinconnectcd with the administration of jus-
lice and the support of the civil government, a sum has bren
raised in this province. up to thtis period, more thian sufficient
to cover the whole of the expenses of its civil governmnent, in-
cihiding the special and genceral appropriations of the legisla,
lure.

The supplementary public provincial accounts for tlhe y ear
ending the ist of November, 1918, contan a lhst of warrants foi
services of that year, içsied subsequent theieto, shewing an ap-
parent excess of expenditure, beyoud the appropriations, of
Z 898. 16. 10 1-2. sterling

Your committee abstain from making any observations oný


