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giddy rounds of pleasuro, they did net believo
what they huad been told about a coming flood;
nu doubt thoy pitied Noah as the victim of somo
mental dolusion. But at the first intimation of
the fulfilment of his predictions their faces pale
with terror. What horror tlled thoir souls as the
storni of water burst on the doomed world. What
a scene! ceasoless torrents of rai) desconded from
the open windows of heaven, lightnings ilashed
across the sky which was covored with clouds of
the blackest hue, peal aftor peal the thunder
crashed through dhe leadon air. The fountains of
the great deep were broken up and helped te swoll
the fast increasing waters, brooks swelled into
rivers, the rivera into seas which stretched ont over
the country. The population flow te the bills for
safety, but the waters rose; and the rain desconded
and the water rose stili higlier and drove before it
up the mountain sides mon, womon and children,
borate and roptiles, thon roached up its liquid arms
and swept thom off into tho seothing foaming flood.
At lest the fow survivors reaclied the highest point,
still the rain did net coase, the waters cnntinued te
rise and the laet survivor of tho doomed race was
swept front the highest mountain-tcop and went
down beneath the overwhelming flood.

Forty days had the rain descended, now it ccased.
The water was now fifteon cubits, or twenty-two
feet above the top of the highest mountain. For
one hundred and fifty days the waters prevailed on
the face of the earth.

God's work had been accomplished. Silenced
were the voices of those mighty mon, nothing but
the voice of God could now he heard in the rolling
of the giant bîlk<s as they swept round the world.

Alone on this vast unbounded shoroless ocean
floated the ark, bearing the most precious freight
that was over borne on the waters of the world.
Within wero the gemns of the future world. Guarded
and guided by the invisiflo hand of God she came
gently over the surface of that silent sea which
relis over an extinct race, who, with ail their
wickedness, had been swept away.

God caused a wind te blow over the face of the
water; the clouds which had obscured the sun
were swept away and it came forth and dried the
waters from the earth. The ark iested on the aide
of Mont Ararat. Noah sent forth the winged
messengers te bring him tidings of the fast abating
water. What joy within the ark when at evening,
the dovo returning, bore in lier mouth an olive
branch. With what gladness they hailed this
toker. of peace restored. After one year and
seventeen days fron the time ho entered, at God's
commnand Noah stepped forth front the ark on to
the puritied earth, and on the mountain aide buik
an sitar, offering sacrifice te his Deliverer which
was accepted. God, well pleased, promised no
more the whole earth te destroy with a flood, for
man', sake.

WHEAT AND TARES.

In TnE CuRSTm1N for April thero appears
an article under the above heading from the poun
of Bro. Cooke. He scems somewbat puzzled
over this parab'e and asks for ligit. Of late
I have written several articles on the "King-
dom," which have appeated in the counnni of the
Christian Leader, and as this has a direct bearing cn
that question, I ask parmismion to prescnt a few
thoughts on this parable. But I would first offer
a few remarks on what Bro. Cooko lias written in
order te show what bas called this article forth,

He bases his conclusions uipoi the rendering of
the Greek text as found ii Wilson's "Emphatic
Diaglott." Does Bro. Cooke know that there is not
another translation of any note that will uphold the
resding of that verse (Matt. xiii. 24)1 'hat the author
of that book was a materialist? that ho did net believe
in future punishmtent, and what is more (and this

accotnts for his rendering of tho parablo lie belioves
the Kingdom of Christ is still in the future, net
yet cstablished ? Building upon this foundation,
Bro. C starts ont with the idea that the Kingdom
is likened untte the field, not unto the man. Christ
in lis explanation says, "l The field is the world."
Nov according te Bro. Cnoko's logic, we would
reason somothing liko this, " The kingdonm is coin-
pared te a fild; the field i: the world; ionce the
kingdomù of heavon is likeoed unte the world.
Will this agrou with the toaching of Christ, who
saj , " My kingdon is not of this world." Paul
says, " Tho kingdom of heavon is riglteotisness and
peace and joy in the loly Ghost." Can pence and
joy in the Holy Ghost be comparcd te the world ?
I think this sbould convince any candid mind that
the field is not the subject of comparison.

I have beforo me at this writing six differett
translations of that verse, viz.: Authorized Version,
Rovised Version, A. B. Union, Anderson, Rotht-
hat, and the Diaglott. The first fivo ail agree in
likenng the kingdont te a man sowing scd in a
field. 'lhe Diaglott alnie says that tho field is the
subject of comparion, and that is doune in order te
suit the author's opinion. Now I think this parablo
one of the most simplo, one of the oasiest te cen-
prehend in the Now Testament. You ask why?
and I answer becauso (,hrist oxplains it; and that
in suchi plain ternis that nono need make any mis-
take in what He ma te teach.

Tho tern "Kingdom of Heaven " is sonetimes
mistnderstood. What does it mean? In Daniel ii.
we rend of a vision whiclh appeared te Daniel in-
forming him of the king's drean and the interpro-
tation thereof. Whent Daniol came te the part
where the king had seon a stone eut out of the
mountain without bauds, lie explains it thus:
" And in the days of these kings shall the God of
Heaven set up a kingdom which shall nover bo
destroyed." Now we know that in the days of the
Roman kings Christ came. John the Baptist
preached, saying, " The kingdom of ieaven is at
hand." The parable says, " The kingdom of
heaven is likened unte a man who sowed good seed
in his field." Christ says the gnod sower was Him-
self. The field is the world Now the church and
Christ are one. He is with the church always.
The mission of the church in te proach the gospel
te the world. la this not sowing gond seed in the
field ? What is the devil's mission? " Be goeth
about like a roaring lion, seoking whom ho may
devour." Who is ie seek;ng for - the wicked ?
Oh no ; they are alroady bis. Ho waits tuntil the
good seed-sowers go te sleop and thon ho gets
something that looks very muci like good ueed and
commences bis sowing. We rend of an Ananias,
a Simon Meegus, a Diotrephes, and if we want
further ovidenco concerning the sowing of tares
(the wleat was sown first) lot us hear the Apostle
Peter, " But there were false prophets aise among
the people, even as thero shall be falso teachers
among you." 2 Peter ii. 1. Read this chapter and
then compare 2 Tim. iii. with the messago te the
seven churches of Asia, and you will bo con vinced
that the tares were already growing in the apostlos'
time. Thero were tares thon; there are taes now.
There always will be tares. The true child of God
will always sow gond seed; hypocrites and de-
ceivers will always seow bad seed; and it will b se
until the harvest. The harvest is the end of the
norld. , The angels will gather out cf Ris kingdom
(ciirch) al thitngs that do offond. The likeness
between the tares and the wheat may ho very great
but the ercat Jmeu-owill discern the good. Ho will
divida the sheep froni the goats.

The parable teaches us an important lesson-that
the church is neither pure nor perfect wiile in the
world. But eventtally it wil1ibe presented without
spot or blemish. But if ve go speculating about
the stalk and trying te finîd out where the tares
came froin, wo will likely want te know next whero
God got the eakins with which te clothe our fret
parents. Let us sow good seed ; he good seed;
and have a good harvest. W. H. HARDINO.

HALIFAX LETTER.

Tho following question lias been put to me by a
number of brethren, " Why have you not written
for Tua CunisTmiN lately1 " And I beg leave to
answer that I have done so, but my MSS. suis•
carried and I did not know it until informed of it
privately by Bro. Capp. I hope this will not share
the same fate, for if I was te write a letter
te tho officials at the Dead Lutter Office I would
writo somuething diflerent.

I an mado glad in reading the acecounts of suc-
coss that are coming from varions qual tors. I loarn
fron private sources that Bro. Cook lias had one
addition at Westport. It is in the parsonago, and
I believo has cnie te stay. In Halifax we are
still holding the fort, our audiences are growing
and a visible interest its being manifested. One
young lady moade the good confession and was im-
mersed about a fortnight ago. The brethren will
make a big effort thissummner, I'l not tell just now
what it will be, but do not be surprised if you hear
of matters "booming" ir Balifax this summer. The
strength of the church here has been considerably
augmented by the arrival of several good brethren
from Newport and West Gore. Cone on, brethren,
we want some more.

The church at River John is making a inovo
towards securing a preacher: they have expressed
a desire to have me go among them for a while.
This is the oldest church in the province, probably
the oldest organization in America existing under
the name of " Disciples of Christ," and I think that
the interest thero should be looked after and main-
tained. Bore is a good field for mission work. At
my present writing I have net made up my mind
which course te pursue. Thorn are se many places
whero preaching is needed in order te keep churches
alive, that I feel as though it would be wrong for
me te romain contintially in one place unless con-
pelled to do se. When I say wrong, I do net mean
for a mnoment te say that those brethren are doing
wrong who are located with a particular church.
These brethren believe thoy can do the most good
in that way. I believo I can do the most good by
acting as an evangelist, and I believe overy man
and woman in the Church of Christ should act from
that principal, doing the most gond.

I commence a meeting of diys at Shubenacadie
next Lord's day (April 27). Brethren, pray for us,
that our efforts may ho crowned with success and
God's name glorified. W. H. HARDINo.

Iliv of the Gu«ktrht.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Our special meetings which bas been in progress
since March 17th closed on Lord's day evening,
April 20th, having continued fivo weeks with
twolvo additions. There was a short service beforo
the preaching each evening-the special feature of
which was reciting passages of scripture-a large
number taking part, and Bro. Romig comienting
upon them, aud good intorest was nanifested
throughout.

He preached on tho 'Pre-ominence of the Christ'
on Lord's ovening April 20th, te a large audience,
at the conclusion of which they repaired te the
S unday school room, and after thanking the broth-
ren for their kindness and hospitality, bid them ail
farewell.

Bro. J. A. T. Romig left in lte 4.10 C. P. R.
train Monday aftornoon for Michigan. After a
short rest, ho will engage in a meeting at Nowton,
Kansas,


