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TELEGRAPI POLES.

It must Le coufessed that we have no!
love for the unsightly poles with w hich !
ourstrects are being disfigured by the tele
graph and telephone companies.  They
have been done avway with in New Yorkl
by the adoption of the undearground cable
system, and w: du not blawe Hon. .\lr.l
de Cosmos and others fur the opposition
they have shown to them in the ity We,
however, perfectly realize the duflicaltios
in the way of placing the wires in therock
that. underlies o public streets. We
thiuk, therefore, that the least the electric
wire compantes can do is, as far as pussi
ble, 1o cable theirr wares, even though they
should be carrted vvethead.  This would
naturally decrease the unsightimess of the
existing network which s continually
growmg larger and more dense.

At the siune tune, winte not bemng de-
sirous of standing 1 thic way of any i
provements, we wouid sugtest dhat per-
mts be not ziven i such o way as have
enabled the N Lo L. & 1. Co. here
and some of the companies 1a San ian
cisco and Montreal to snap their fingers at
the instructions of Jhe municipal authori-
ties,  In this conncection, we observe that
recently the Moutreal (ity couandil, after o
long debate, voted by 2) to 12%0 give the
Merchanty Tdephoue Company the prisi
ege of putting up its poles in the streets,
unposing 1o condition except that at shall
allow other cotupanivs 10 usc the poles if
they choose to pay the price it may ask.
This is a surrender which, in our cpinion,
the comnercial capital of Canaaa will be
fore verd long have oceasion to rue.

RENEFIlS OF COMPETITION.

They say that competition s the life of
trade, and eaperience has amply demon
strated the truth of the statement. We
fully anticapate that the comparatively
fast tuae of the Aus salian steawship
Miowera will be much 1educed by the close
competition that ix certain 13 arise bLe
tween the San Uianciseo and the Brtish
Columbia lines of steameis to the antipo
des Smorcoter, that freight and passenger
rates will Lo, to at least wome extent, ve
duced, and that in cvery way abetter ser
vice will be given, Mr, Spreckels, finding
that he has not matters entirely in his
own hands, is likely to mtroduce necded

fmprovements that arce certin to he met
Ly hisrivalse We note, 1, that since the
lutercolonial Railway has been run mare
on business than to serve political enes

neers, it has been a compsrative tinancial | and do likenine ™

success, and is forcingthe Canadian Pacific |
peopte to toe the mark.

S(’mw time baek, the managers of thatt  We have not yet teen u})lc to :l;ak(;.up
rond talked of a 72-hour service for enrs of jour minds that the sealing arbitration
fruit between St. John, No B., and JMou- | now in progress in Paris will result in any
treal. That was the best they were dis. jsatisfaztory outcome,  Great Britain, as
posed 1o do. but under the rule of {lon. j the case has been well summarized, wants
John Gostigan, the fntercolomal Ruswaythe High Commissioners to flnd that the
took a ear and landed 10 1 Mentront an hgsclzur;-s were lul:«dc l;y authority (:]! the
hours. ‘Fhe Canadian Pacitic Railway § United States; tha® they were made on
then took a cardown ts St. John in i}s: the high seas for aneged breaches of the
hours, and besides fastened a car to an ex- | Uui]lcd iSlmtcs !zl;\;a ;[nfxd -tl:ln.l(t.hey :(;:‘:
wess  train, laying it in St.John in 22 made without riighit of jurisdiction reécog-
llnours from .\lorau':z.d. A fast service for:nizcd by internationa) law. The United
the future is promised.  1f only the Cuna y States ask the lribun.al to find that the
dian Pacitic had closer competinion, we | seizures took place unac-arthority of the
should speedily have much faster time) United States, over ten mites from any
made and in every way a better and jshore, but that it does not pass upon'thc
cheaper service given across the continent. § fact of how many of the vessels sc:lzed
Recent transcontinental World'sFair cuts j were owned wholly or in part by lzll‘llliah
have astonished the natives, but thejsunyects and American citizens, and that
trouble is that this cutting onty lasts for a | cognizance be not taken of thevalueof the
short timeand then the grounds «rise fory vessels and their contents. s N
the same old dissatisfuction. Moreover, while the United States as
1 thae pelagic sealing be practically prohibi

PROGRESS OF MONI'REAL. i ted 1 the Paatic ocean, the British coun
- i scl hold that the reference does notcover a

In celebiation of the scuni centennial of | g1ain of tins kind, Al the world is won-
ke establishinent of the Moutreal Boare 1 dering what can be the possible oulcon e
of Tiade that iwportant Lody has 1e o0 gic iethod of settling international
ccm_:3 lnu\::d tnto !urla.-crlprcn;xtcs "'"fl ?faldisputcs. particularly as the present ap-
much more extensiveand atthe sametime | pears 16 be the last court of resort, ay the
clegant descript fom in which, among other yresult will have an important bearing on
thportan and “'""u'l‘".l cotlipanics, ”,"" 1 the question of international arbitrations
Grand Trauk aud Canadian .I’..c.lu Rail in the future. The arbitrators have before
way concerns veeapy extensive and well {000 only a very important task but
a!m(.'mu.:d otlices. The Con Jawa Trade | (05 pich i involved in difticulties of the
& cea in connectivn with the erent pub jgravest character. 1t might be, however,
lished & special numbar in which it re | that, in this case, should there be no direct
views the progress of the commerce of“.cw". the gravity of the issues may in
Muntu:..l aud detuotis'rates the “““"'c"”.dlxce the adoption of such a policy by the
\\.luc_h it l.:n wade frum the carliest day s, | chicf patties as shall lead to an unwritten
Fhic issuc is well got up aud sives acon ; understanding that shall prevent the prin.
stdeiable numbar of the fucts 10 adwiir j cipal dangers from being incurred, and witl
able shape from the time when in 1611 a i stave off at teast the evil day of which our
trading post was established by Cham- ) American neighbors profess to have so
p!a.in.iu S:ual.ull) House §quurc,. inw "°5°|urcul'a fear. From the point of view . of
vicinity is still St. Anac’s public n..:rkct.‘do“a,s ane. cents, the cost of Dehring's
around whidh, i \.uriuu.s directions, is 1Sca patrol and of the arbitration itself
done a large gnoportion of the conimerce j may well be supposed to have about eaten
of the city. At the present time it is‘up the value of the entire seal herd.
stated that, besides tramp staamers, Mon
treal is the Canadian terminus of half a THE 5.1 MON PACK,
dezen important steamship lines and has - ;— | "
seoast and interiot service of & very com The New York Builetin, on the suliject
plete nature. )l of canned salmon. remarks that the out-

The following observation oceurs which ( look is '“r°l;c l"'!‘l'll'ﬂ’ﬂk. than Ua{"‘: at this
will bee specially satisfactors 10 our read | Stason of the year. It ix remarked on as o
ers: ¢ 'l“hc cx)ports and i;upons 2{ this | sugzestive fact that the Rritish Coiumbia
city cxceed those of the whole of Ontario, ; Pack, this season, will be limited only by
Toronto included, and greatly exceed the fthe :«uzmly (l)lf l:dx, ci'ms anad I:zli;ar, and t}.m]t
total imports of all the other provinces ; pot only will the Alaska pack meet with
combined. Inthe amount of ocl:;:m ship keen competition from the ColumbiaRiver,
ping toand from Moutieal annually, she | but that it will encounter vigorous oppo-
is surpassed ouly by Victoria. B. C., which , sition in the foreigu markets. .Spol:«toc.ks
is on the geean shore, but in point of ves ,0f ordinary goods scem 10 be just & trifle
sels no Canadian port can cqual Montreal, i heavier than it was estimated some Lime
w:nich a;u::xksbwcll for the iumrovcmcnu";lito u"“l tllv)‘.\\'oruld b:! at the “l“m:lc :f
which have been wmade in the St Law | May, and an qir of mystery is assumed by
reuce.”  There are eight banks with ]wad.!lllc Alaska cauncers combine that by no
quaricrs in Montreal, and ¢ight or nine tweans promises confidence as to the
othiers which have Uranchies there, while | future.
the Graud Trunk and Caunadian Pacitic, -
mailways are among its most prominent, NOTABLE instances of the folly of people
mstiiutions—four separate roads in addi_,noglcctfng to carry an adcquate amcunt
tion using the Grand Trunk as a means of ( Of fire insurance have recently occqr:cd.
reaching the city. Lae facts published nrc,"“‘?"‘!._‘hc“' is the case of the Villa
ol a very wstznctave aud anteresting char- | i\ll:‘ri!:‘lu(igt;‘,‘.g'fut'l‘n?::;\xtxgn;ﬁft};;é&:{}ﬁ%{
:\“':ct:r:_tc Y derivable tram them for | Gyer gne million dollars worth of property

tona and Vancouser bLeing* Gothou | went up in smoke, the entire insurance

Leing $101,730. . .

THE ARBITRATION.




