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The Dpcllne in the Gum-Arablic
Trade and its Lesson.

Thete has long been « saying to the
clficct that no man was absolutely indispen-
sable, no mmttee how much ho might
appear s0.  Thero nover was a man yet
who understood u husiness so well, but
that, if necessity arose, some one else could
bo gotten to fill his place satisfactorily,
and wo may add, that as n usual thing,
when energencies do avise by which such
chauges are rendered necessavy, they ve.
sult in permanent benelits that could have
accrued in no other way, As with men,
s0 with matter, and o striking instance of
the truth of the principle is furnished in
the case of the gum-arabic trade during
the last thirtecen years. The Pharma-
ceutische Post of & receat date, has the
following :

“From the year 1875 to 1880, the nor-
wal prices of gum-arabic ranged, in
Trieste, according to quality, from 635 to
75 Austrian floring per 100 kilograms
(200 pounds), the Gehuiri gum bringing
from 45 to 55 florins. The immense
arrivals of gum from the Soudan, in the
beginuing of 1882, ran prices down to J8.
42 florins for the better class, and from
26 to 30 foring for Gehziri gums.

“The Egyptian insurrection again
brought these prices up some 10 or 15
floring respectively and the immediately
following revolt in the Soudan, and the

. edict forbidding exportation, at once raised
the price of Soudan guws already in
Europe, to 300 florins, and prices con-
tinued to advance until 600 tlorins per 100
kilograms was reached.

“The existing stock was soon exbausted,
even at this price (about $1.50 per pound),
and for a time Europe was absolutely
without gum.arabic, or even of Gebuziri
gum, In 1885.86 the first lot of Gehziri
gum-arrived, via Cassana, but this source
of supply was soon shut off’ by the Italian-
Abyssinian war.

“In 1890 guur-arabic and Gehziri gum
again appeared in the warket, not in very
considerable quantities, but suflicient to
bring the price for the first down to 100-
140 florins, according to class, and the
Iatter to 50-70 flovins.

“In 1892, notwithstanding the impor-
tations were not any more considerable
than in the preceding year, there was a
drop of 20 per cent in prices, and guwns
fell back to the prices of twélve years pre-
viously. The diminution of importation
of all yarieties (Arabic. Gehziri, Senegal,
ete., which in 1881 awmounted to 40,000
quintals, and averaged 30,000 quintals
for years) continucd, and last year but
10,000 quiutals of gum, of all sorts, were
imported.”-

This constant decrease of demand for
gum-arabic is due wainly, and almost
solety, to the discovery of cheaper substi-
tutes for the guni in the arts and indus.
trieg, and .these substitutes have proven
so satisfactory that, notwithstanding the

-preserit Jow prices, there is a-demand for
only10,000°quintals per aunum, of ouly

one quacter of the amount of gum needed
in 1881,  The probability is that had the
searcity, and  consequently  enormously
high prices, not have oceurred, the world
would have continued to use 40,000 or
50,000 quintals per annum, and the effect-
ive substitutes would still buunknown,—-
Nat. Drugyist.

Cod Liver Oil Roport.

.

FROM 201 1EVE 1HOLMBOE,
Cromsoe, Norway, Feb. 7th, 1801,

Stormy weather has continued to im-
pede the winter fisheries, which may now
be considered nearly ended with  yield
of cud liver oil probably not exceeding one
third of lust year’s production,

The Lofoden fishery has commenced
with peetty satisfactory prospects. Tt is,
lowever, alarming to note, that the livers
are unusually poor. A catch of 600,000
codfish has only yiclded 1330 hektoliters
of livers ngainst last year 1950 hekt.
out of the samne quantity of fish. 1 caleu-
late that it will need 40 millions of cod or
10 willions more than ever caught at Lo
foden to make up o total quantity of cod
liver oil similar to the aggregate yicld in
1893 frowm the Winter & Lofoden fish-
erics.

Tn spite of these facts the foreign im-
porting markets have been slack and T
have heard of sales at GO sh. ¢if, T wish
to see o little more of tho Lofoden fishery
before quoting firw, fuwing if stormy
weather should continue «s hitherto, it
will be impossible to exceute orders at the
above figure.

Tn the meantime T book ovders ut com-
petifors’ prices and will quote firm on en-
quiries by letter or wire,

Boro Sancynic Acin Sonvrios, con-
taining four grammes each of boric and
salicylic acid in & liter, proposed by Ces.
aris and Carcano, has Leen found of such
value in an Ttalian hospital that it cow-
pletely veplaced the mercuric chlovide
solution. The addition of the boric ncid
adds permanency to the salicylic acid
solution ; the strength of the solution can
be increased 50 as to contain six grams
sulicylic acid per liter, although this solu-
tion was only occasionally used.—(Jollet.
Chim. Farm.) Pharm. Zy.

Ackric Ac For THE PREPARATION u¥
Extacrs,~ F. Hoffman proposes to replace
alcohol by aceticacid in the preparation of
extracts. The fluid extracts so prepared
contain about 25 per cent. of extractive, 30
per cent. of acctic acid, and 45 per cent.
of water. They are very aromatic, and
their prepavation is very cconomical,
Experiments with nux vomica and bella-
donna have been very successful. The
extraction is more rapid than with alcohol,
and at the same time more complete, and
the percentage of alkaloid is high and
fairly constant, and decotmposition pro-
ductsappear to be less frequent than when
alcohol is used.ns the solventi—Lepertoire
de Pharmacic,

Tur Deconvositiony or Cutonorory.
Frdmnnn, who has been investigning the
action of oxidising agents on chloroform,
disputes the results obtained by Ewmer-
ling and Lengycl who stated that the
decowposition by means of chromic neid
was as follows :
2CIICL, + 30 . 2COClL, + Cl, + H,0.

Srdmaun, however, states that no trace
of free chlovive is to be found, but that
the reaction is
2CHCL, + CrOy, 4 20 - 20001, +CrO,

Cly + 1,0,
sinee he was able to distil over a brownish
oil, which could be identified us chromyl
chlovide. -Apotheker Zeituny.

New Pun Exewmsr, Prof, Carles
( Budl, de o Sve. de Pharin, de Bordeane)
gives the following process for preparing
pills of alterable medicaments, such as
potassium  peruanganate, silver nitrate,
gold chloride, the iodides of mercury, ete,
which with this cacipient do not change
in appearance and preserve the active
principle indefinitely . Tritueate, kaolin,
2; anbydrous sodium sulphate, 1, and
water, 1, the mass remains plastic during
6.10 minutes, but after  fifteen winutes
becomes so havdened that it can be thrown
on the floor without danger of hreaking.
With this mass the medicament in fine
powder is incorporated.

Cutsrantast is o kind of collodion, in
which the ether and aleohol cployed as
solvents for pyroxylin, are repliced by
methyl atcohol. 1t ditlers from collodion,
in that the solvent evaporates more slow-
ly, and in forming & transparent tilm,
which allows the part it protects to be
seen and the progress of the treatment
followed. An elustic cristalline can be
oLtained by adding 20 gm. cristalline to o
am. castor oil and 10 g, Cannda turpen-
tine,  Cristalline dissolves pyrogallic and
salicylic acids,chrysarobin and other medic-
aments.  The only disadvantage of its use

. is its odor.—(.Semaine Medicile.)—Anier.

Journal of Pharmacy.

ANTiseasMINE s a remedy formed by
the combination of one molecule of the
sodium compound of narceine and three
molecules of sodium salicylate. Tt con-
tains 50 per cent. of narceine. Tt is a
white. slightly hygroscopic powder casily
soluble in water.  Exposed to the air it
deposits narceine, owing to the absorplion
of carbonic acid with the formation of
sodium carbonate in which narccine is
very insoluble.—~Jowrnal de Pharmacie
Anvers.

In pills containing ereasote, according
to a correspondent of the Pharm. st
the creasote should be thoroughly mixed
with twice its weight in powdered lig-
orice root, and then adding sullicient
glycerin until the desired consistency
is reached. By this method a plastic
mass results, in which the creasote is

cqually distributed,



