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MUNICIPAL

FILTERS.

Tlîe Public Healtlî section o! the British
-Medical Associationi, in its recent con-

grless, hold tlîis nîontlî, gave considlerable
'.attention to the suhject of water fliters,
which bas recently been mucli discussed
in medical and scicntiflc papers, ats well
as in the daily press. The Public Health
section was nîainly concerned on one day
with cliscussing the dangers Io which con-
tanîinated wvater exposeti the conmunity.
In the presidential address it wvas poînted
out that one of tlîe gravest reproaches
against officiai sanitary administiation
was that it was only just beginning te
realize the protection which couli bie oh-
tined against choIera, typhoiti feyer, and
similar diseases by the adoption of the
Pasteur systemi o! filtration, which Iîad in
F.ranco for many years succecedt in
stamping ont sucli diseases wvherever it
hati been applieti. One of the last officiai
acts o! the congress was to vîsit the pro-
mises of Messis. Debeîîbam and Free-
body, who have provided Pasteur filtra-
tjon to supply tlîe whole of tho drinking
water useti by, roughly, the i,ooo persons
resident in or employeti on the firm's pro-
m', es, this largo installation giving prac.
tical evidence that the system can ho con- -

yeniently applieti on an extensive scale.
The report published last year hy tlîe ab-
sociation of tie researches mnade hy the
Royal Colleges of P>lysicians and Sur-
geons by Dr. Sims Woodhead, the director
o! tlîe laborattories, sliowed tlîat, without
exception, aIl the most trusted filtering
media used in Englanti are flot only
valueless, but increase the danger. At
the samie titue, it wvas showvn, as hati heen
previously demonstrated at the public
health laboratories o! the Universities o!
Edinburgh and Paris, that the filter de-
iýised by M. Pasteur and Dr. Chamber-
land, the prosent directc'r of the I'asteut
Institute o! Paris, alter many years of
special investigaý.ions, gives reliable pro-
tection against typboid féyer, choiera, and
ail water-borne diseases. The Pasteur
filter consists essentially of a number o!
hollow tubes o! bard, porous inaterial,
which is not ordinary percelain, but a
peculiar composition, wvhicb it hias hitlierto
been found impossible to imitate or to
prepare 'without the special scientiflc
methods wvorked out hy the bacteriologists
in question. It is of the highest impor-
tance for ail persons whio Wisl to use
filters for the protection of their healtb
andi that of their familios to avoid juip-
ing to conclusions, or basing their selec-
tion o! a filter on absolete ideas. In par-
ticular it is desirable that they should re-
member that the protection which lias
been showvn in practice to be given by the
Pasteur filter is flot necessarily obtaineti
by filters made in the sanie formn and

sonietimes even of apparcntly the sanie
maierial. The composition of the Pasteur
cylinder took several years te work out,
and numnerous materials, which by an out-
sider could tiot bc distinguishied from, that
which was tiltirmately adopted, liad to lbe
rejected. __________

LEÈAL DECISIONS AFFECTING
MUNICIPALITIES.

ToWNSAIP OP~ MORRIS V. COUNTY OF~
HUtiRON.-Action tried before 'Meredith,
C. J., without a jury at (Godericli, to re-
cover 40 per cent. of the amount expenderl
by the plaintiffs in the maintenance of
certain of tlîcir bridges, foundec i pon an
anvard. Judgment for plaintiffs with costs,
for 40 per cent. of the expendituro made
by thein for the maintenance of the bridges
mentioned in the award -before the ist
Septeniber, 1894. If the parties cannot
agree as to th;e ainounit, there will bc a
reference to ascertain it.

HAGGERT V. TowN OF BRAMPTON.-
Judgment in the Divisional Court at To-
ronto, on appeal by plaintiff, the IiqLidator
of Uie Haggi&t B3rothers Manufacturing
Co., fromn the judgment of MacMahon, J.,
ifi favor of defendants in an action of de-
tinue or trover for certain machinery and
plant claimed by plaintiff as chattels of
the company, but claimed Iby defendants,
the corporation of the town, as part of the
freebold of the promises known as the
Haggert Foundrv, in the Town of Bramp-
ton, wvhich passed to the corporation under
a mortgage. The corporation sold sorte
of tho articles in question to the defend-
ants Blain and McMurchy. Judgment
for plaintiff for delivery of chattels unat-
tached to building, other than patterns,
without costs. As to patterns, newv trial
ordered or reference to Master, as parties
nîay olect, reserving costs in case of rofer-
once. In other respects judgment of Mac-
Mahon, J., affirnied.

WVINN v. TowN 0F iNliToN,. -Jud~-
nment by justices Boyd and Meredith in
the Divisional Court at Toronto, on appeal
by defendants frein j udg nient of Falcon-
bridge, J., afier trial at Milton, in favor of
plaintiff in action to recover $600 upoi2 an
agreement betweon the parties for a
bonus, and a by-law authorizing tie pay-
ment o! the bonus upon the ternis of the
agreement. The bonus wvas foi the pur-
pose of aiding the establishment of a boot
an 1shoe factory by the plaintiff in the
Town of Milton. The defonce wvas that
the ternis and conditions of the agreement
hiad flot been perfornîed by the plaintifi,
and the principal point raisod was that the
plaintiff liad not «"continuously" enîploved
fifty operatives at least in the factory.
The plaintiff gave evidence to show that
on an average fifty had been employed,
and whether that wvas sufficient, and, if so,
how the average wvas to ho taken were the
questions chiefly discussed. The Court
ruled that the plaintîff's son, William
Winn, could not be included in the number
of operatives employed by plaintiff for the
yeai for which the plaintiff sought to re-
cover. Also that the expenditure cluring
the three week-s while wvork wvas suspended
on accounit of a 6ire is te bo excluded
from thte aggregate expenditure upon

which the tlîe average oîîtlay for work is
ascertained. If, on applying these rulings
te tic facts, the resuit is a«fected, judg-
nient below is to bie varied accordingly,
and action to ho disrnissed with costs.

A large and important appropriation
lias been made to the Health Bloard of
Massachîusetts for the purpose of carrying
on scientitic investigations as to the best
methods of purifying drinking waters.
This investigation lias for àts special pur-'
pose the w:tter supply of the Metropolitan
district of Boston and the twenty-eight
cihies and towns within the bounds of its
terrîtory. Tfle subject, howvever, is more
important than the henefits it niay confer
to the territory to wvliclî it will be applied.
The sanie questions that are involved here
reacli into almost every growing city and
town of the country; and ýhe advance of
these towns to the proportions of large
chties makcs the study of vatersupply one
ofth flc st important questiohis coming
before this class of scientific investigators.
Therefore the work of the ïMassachusetts
board will receive close attention from
sanitarians and city officiais ai over the
cohuntry. %If percliance it may bring forth
any new facts, or develop theories that
may ho useful in application, its work will
be one of national importance. Massa-
chusetts is te ho commended for its
sagacity, liberality andi public spirit in
dealing with such questions, and more
than one good idea bias been developed
in the old Comnionwvealth wvhich hins per-
meated and improved conditions ail over
the country.

A coriespondent asks us to prophesy
the future of the granite paving industry
afier the exit of the horse and the advent
of the power carrnage, says Stone. That's
easy. XVe are gifted in such prophecy.
]3ehold! Tliere wvill ho leagues thon
w%-here now are miles of granite Pavement.
Becatise, the horseless carniage must nec-
essarily ho several times heavier te carry
tic load tlîat horses now haul. lIs
mechanîcal construction iniplies that, and
wîth added wveight, of course, con'es added
power and greater loads. It wîll ho
speedier, or else it will ho a fail1ure.
Weîght and rapid motion wiIl wear out
roa-dwvays quickly. Hence, the economy
in a most substantial roadbed. That's
granite block. Roadways must, o!course,
ho %vider. More granite. The entire
length will ho paved. Still more granite.
Poor roads, no traffic. Horseless vehizles
must not stick in a rut, or that's the end
o! it, or the end of the local govorniment
iluat, is responsible for the ruts. Gond,
solid, stone ronds will ho the issue in every
local election. Aspýhait ivil be the thing
for residence streets and boulevards.
Thiat wvill drawv heavily on the dump piles
of Îhe local quarries ; brick will be on
concret e base in 5ide streets and court
yards; m acadam will do on farm lanes ;
race tracks for the light motocycles wviU
be tt - ' -ssed with fitte-s(.reened granite.
Let us rejoice in the doom o! the heast of
'burden, andi in the ativent o! the mecharii-
cail truck. Our prayers being answered,
thon the stone business wiIl beý beir-d
mightily. The Stone Age is in sight again,


