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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

K SERMON BY REV. W, AITKEN, MINISTER OF UNION CHURCH, SMITH'S FALLSES

_ “Many shall come from-the cast and west, and shall sit down with Abrabam, and Issac, ong!
Jacob, in the kingdomooftheavem’—Mart, vur. 11,

In the portion-of this chapter hume.li-] ever, charged with reproachful reference to-
gtely preceding, we have an account of the | the people whose high privileges had been
truly interesting:circumstances under which  so culpably misimproved. « Vierily 1 say
thesa words~—the words of Him who spake | unt. you, I have not found so great faith,.
i g3 never- man_spake—were originally ut- | no, not in Tarael.”” Our Saviour continuedi
‘4ared, Onr Dord baving emtered- Caper- | @3 in the text and the verse which follows,
paum—one of those-doomed cities whereia | taking oecasion from the centurion’s mem-
most of his mighty works were dune, with« | crable-exhibition of faith unféigned to fore-
' gut availing:to bring thenrto repentance— | show the extencion of the-privileges of the-
bis kind interpositiomswas besought Ly a; Gospel econemy to the Gentiles, while-
certain centurion, on behalf of*a servant of | solemnly forewarning the anciently-chosen®
his who was:lying-at his-heuse in extreme  and long specially-fdvoured racer of the
distress,  T'-this appeal to his- mercy the terrible evils which their invetérate and

£ Saviour with: compassionate promptitude | irreclaimable unbelief * would* inevitably-
§ roplied; “I:will come and’heal him.” The | briug upon them. “1I say unto'you, that'

snnouucentent ofthis gracivus purpose led | many shall come from the east” and west,.
- 1 8 manifestationvon the-part of the cen- and shall sit déwn with Abraham, and:
turion at once of the-despest humility and | Isano, 2od Jhcob, in the kingdom of heaven.
the most exsifed faith. *Lerd,” he saidy | But the children of the kingdom (God's-
#] sm- not worthy that thou shouldest once peculiar people) shall be cast out'into-

N S AL SR AR e SN

i i

wme under my roof:-but speak the word | outer darkness "there shall be weeping and

} only and.amy servant shakl be heal’d: For | gnashing of teeths””

lam 2 man under authority,h. \ingsoldiers,  The ceuturion in-hid-wwondrous faith was-
mder me:-and I'say: tosthits man, Go, aud | a rep:esentative man—the type of a class-
ke goeth;.and:to another, Come, and ke | —a type of thicse from among the Gentiles
cometh;.and-tor my servant, Do tlis,.and | who should after turn to Géd, and acquize
bo doeth it an interest, in-the-blessings of the everlasi--
On a certaimioocasiony when Jésus was jus covenant, ordsred in all things and
osecuting his ministryr in his own coun- | swe, through faith in Him who was to-
ty, we are informed that he mandiad] Lreas down the middle wail of partition-
because of theunbekel which-be there wit- | between Jew and Gentile, and reconcile
mssed.  Now,.oft the cortrary,.the spirit | both in oue body to God by the blood of ”
of sinple but sublime farh«displayed Ly, Ilis Cross—a type of the many who would?
the Qentile centurion, strikingly contrast- | yut come from theeact and:west, and at
ing with the grievous destitution of sueh a , last sit down with Abrahauy.aed: Isaac,
spirit among the far more bighly privileged | and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.-
Hebrew race, awakened in his breast a| The form of expression—zke kingdom of™
freling of profound admiration, and drew | kearen—or the slightly varied form ia the-
ffom his lips the language of empLatic! parallel passage of the Gospel by Luke—
wmumendation—of. commendation, huw-' the kingdom:cf Gédi~is used'inSeripiure-
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