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'vnanv writers here spokçen of, uridertook
their labours. We haverno reson to le-
lieve that any cif thein were actuated by
unfriend]y motives, but it is sufficiently
plain fromi Luke's conduet, if not front bit;
words, that thesel histories were unauthor-
ized and unisatisfactorvy.

It bas appeured te many, that the
second verse is ineant to express the man-
Der in 'which these writers had prosecuited
their enquiries, and wrtten their histories;
.- that ilhey bad written their accounits,
evein as those delivered thern unto thenm,
who, frorn the b)eginiugç, were eye-witnesses
and ministers of thie word; 1 arn inclined,
however, to thinik ihiat the second versýe
ifbould be cotiînected oniy with the lasi
clause of the first; and that it resp~ects the
autlîority ou m-hicli the trreat tîths of
C hristia îîity were believed, witbout any iE-
ference to tlhese wîriteîs. As if lie hiad
said.-Forasmnu ch as. rnany have undertaken
to set forth in order, a declaration of those
things, whieh are most surely bel-ieved
amon g us, according to the faithful and
well attested reports of those, iwhieh, from.
the Ihegiluiilg were eye-witnesses and aiso
rainisters of the word. That is, soine eye-
witiesKeE4, as Mary and others. Others
aigain w Nere not ouly eye-witnesscs, but
apostles and ministers of the gospel.

At the comnmencement of the third
veî se, the apostie states his resolution, "-It
seemed good to, me alio to, engage in the
important w.,rk of writinz a biography of
Christ." \Vitli great good feeling, lie ab
mtains froin throwing Rny positive blame on
the rnany, wlio had engaged lu this work
blfore; froin whiich we may infor, that
thcy w-ere welI meaning ineri, who had
doue their best; but having no eall to this
work, and not being possessed of the re-
quisite powcre, their works were soon super-
ce(led by the authentic, and divinely in-
sq)iird gospels of Matthow, Mark and
*Luke; aud then, iu a few years, they sauk

into oblivion. But thougli ne blame is
expresly attached te theso nien, in a quiet
way their inadequacy is irnplied, when
Lake states to bis friand Theophilus that
his o1bject in writing the gospel, was thst
lie niight knoîv the certainty of those
things ini whieh ho bad been iustructed.

The Evangelist next proceeds to state ilis
princi1)1e on)i which ho had acted, in pro-
paring bis work. And first, hie had diii-
gentiv traced up every thing to the very
source, or in other words, lie had diligently
investigated every thing frorn the very firsL
Not content with giving simply a life of
Christ, he avails himself of every thing
which couid throw light upon it; and se
commences bis work irost appropriately,
wvitlî an accounit of ihe remarkable circura-
stancc', which preceded the bit-th of John
the Baptist, flic Messiah's forerunIter. In
thia respect, the gospel of Luke differs
evea frorn the inspired narratives of the
other Evangelists. It is proper to observe
that the word correspouding to,-"4from the
very ftr84,"-may lie translated from above,
as if lie had said,-having had perfect
understaading of ail things fromn above.-
And so, sorne suppose that the apostié
here indic-ates the divine inspiration which
lie enjoycd. "'He had received his intelli-
gence," says M. Heury, Ilnot ouly by tra-
dlition, as others had doue; but by revela-
tion, contirrning that tradition, and seCuring
huxn from, every error, or mistake, in the
recordivîg of it." There is ne doulit that
this la true, that Luke diligentiy exercised
bis own faculties, in coilecting information
from.those wbo had been eye-witnesses of
the events which bie describesw, and that the
HoIy Spirit effectuiy preserved him. frorn
ail errer; but as to whether this acceunt i.
contained in the expression which -wv abs
con8iderinig, is a matter that may 1»
,doubted.

He resolved to give a distinct, ordWiy,
necounit of the events in tue life of
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