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thing is thiq that ye do and profane the Sabbath day 1'" We. inay be free as
y et Iron mnany forns of Sabbath desecration, which'are to be found in other

nds. The day is a day of rest generally frgim ordinary work. The
farners in our townships do not purune their ordinary avocations on the
Sabbath day, resting theniselves and giv'ing rest to their cattle and beasts of
burden. The shops iin our villages, towns and 'cities are closed. The law
too has closed on the Lord's day the places where intoxicating drinks are
sold. 1lappy vould it be, were they closed every day of the week, so far
as the sale of such drinks is concerined ! But still there are forms of Sabbath
desecration to be found amongst us. Without entering the privacy of social
life, without inquisitorially pr.% ing into the way in which professing Clris-
tians, in the ordtering- of their own private and domtestie affairs, keep the
Sabbath, we know tiat various formns of Sabbath desecration force themn-
selves upon our notice in public. With the introduc.ion and growth of our
Railway System-in itself a great public good, contributing in many ways
to our private convenience, as also to our prosperity as a conmunity-it is
to be regretted that a s. stei of Sabbath-breaking has grown up, which
threatens to grow to still more gigatic diiensions. The whistle of the
railway locomotive is becoinittg so common, that we alnost cease to take
notice of it. On some railways, we are thankful to say, trafic is unknown,
but on others, and these Lte most extensive, traflic on the Sabbath is by no
neans unconlnaon. There are other formas of Sabbath desecration, soie

of a more public, and sone of a more private kind, whicli we need not
specify, but which are to be too frequently witnessed amnongst us.

4. A Coimîittee, appointed by the Assembly, ias, for soie years, been
'directing its attention ta the subject of Sabbath observance,not without soie
encouriagig ineasure of succes. But we destre to enlist the sympathy and
-co-operation of oui peuple for the protec ion of this divine ami ionoured in-
-stitution, and to seek their prayers for God's blessing on oui efforts, leeble
-as they mîîay be, for the viidication of His owin lionour and glory. With
tbis view we n;l attention to the following practical suggestions :-

(1). See tiat individually you rightly olinotir and sanctify the Sabbath
day. Seek tu have high views, not merely of its utility and of the benefits,
physicad and monl, coniected witi it, but of its divine authority. Guard
against any infiingement of its loly rest. In the orderiig of your affairs,
anld iii al arn genivts for travelling, &c., seek to rest the Sabbath day
"according to the conuîjnantdmîenît." Give the whole day to God, Somte
take fron it atboth ends, spendiîng uthe mîorning in iniolence, aid retiring at
night at an earlier lour thait usuail. INw even as a day of budily r'est, the
Sabbath is a precious boon to the ~-ons of toil. - But we should never turn
it into a sason for the indulgence off bodily ease and sloth.

.(2). See that as heaids of faminilies you seek the (lue sanctification
of the Lord's day. God himiself said of Abraham " I know him, that lie will
command his children and his houseliold after imi, and tLiey shall keep
the w'ay of the Lorî'd." Christian pat ents should seek Lo iimîitate tLe exaiple
of Abrahan in tie governmient f their childrei ani husehoids; and
parental authoiity shuditi specially be exercised, in so regllating the affaire
of the househotl, that there shall be no infringemient tof te sitity of the
Sabbath. If there tre ch idren ýn the ianily, seek to lead thein to feiel the
the Sabbatl to be adeligihtaid not to regard i asa day of restraint and glomn,
but as a day of suiinshie, a day that will live in their neinoties as the best
and brighitvst day of the seven. Much wisdoimî will be ni cde. luere, and
there are dangers to be gîuar'ded against. Bit i' we have riglit views of the
Sabbath ousielves, we cai impress these on the mninds of the yotmg. Sub-


