
total of 30,415 families connected with the Churcli. This, it is believed, is
under, and not in excss of the actial numbers, inasnuch as no allowaice has
been made for a large number of mission stations, the statisties of vhieh are
not reported to your Committee. Calculating, as in former years, that there
are, on an average, five persons connectedi with eaci family, we would then get
a total of no less than 152,075 persons coming regularly under the influence of
the Canada Presbyterian Church. But, onitting the vacant, non-reporting
congregations, the nuinber brought under the iilucnce of the Church would
then be 142,700. Ilowever, your Committee thinks that it is quite legitimate
to make the allowance which lias been suggested. It is interesting to form even
.an approximation as to the actual mmbers weekly coming under thei powr of
Christian teaching in connection with oiir own hranch of the Church.

4. MEMBERS.

It is alIo satisfactory to note that in the menmbershlip there is a steady in-
<-rease. Last year the numiber reported, inchliding non-reporting congregations
liaving settled pastors, was 46,343; whilc this year the numnber is 47,866, giving.
an increase for the year of 1,543. That this is very mxuch under the mark is
.cvident fron the fact that 2,335 united vith the Church by certificate, ana
2,586 on the profession of their faith, naking a total addition of 4,921, while
the diminution by death and reinoval vas 2,522, leaving a net gainî of 2,399.
Now, it is evident that somte congregations do not send in their returns com-
plete, and some who reported last year have not done so for the year which hes
just expired. Making an allouance for those vacant congregations vhich did
not report, the membership of the Church i woild bc found to be about 50, 000.
This would give an average of about 150 inembers to each pastoral charge.
Whatever allowance may be made for non-reporting congregations, it is satis-
factory to sec a steady increase in the nembership, especially such a largc acces-
sion as 2,586 on a, profession q tlir faith. Of these no less than 143 were
received by baptism.

II.-FINANCE.

1. STIPEND.

Turning to the depactment of finance, it is fouwtl the total amount contributed
for stipend, not merely promxised, but actually paid, reported to your Coimittee,
is $187,944.32, being an increase over last year of $13,477.44, and being an in-
crease over the amounit promised of $5,033.29. In two years the amount of
increase lias been $19,844.68, and this, Le it observed, not so much in consequence
of the greater number of ministers iii charge of congregations, although partly
owing to that, as au actual increase of salary to many of the inc who have been
doing the hard work of the Church.

WHILE IT IS "LEASING TO OBSERVE SUCI AN INCREASE OF LiBERALITY ON
THE PART OF OUR PEOPLE, IT MUST nE NOTICED THAT M.\NY OF 001 MiNISTERS
ARE VERY INALEQUATELY SUIPPoR>TED. NOT A FEw REtEIVE NOW THE SAME
AMOUNT OF SALARY WIiICII WAS PAID TEN OR TWELVE YEAIIS AGO, WHEN MONEY
W4AS OF FAR MORE VALUE THAN IT IS AT R'IESENT. INSTANCES NIIGiiT iE GIVEN,
NOT FEW IN NUMIIEI, OF CONGiREGAT10Nb WHIiCHi HAVE INCIcEASEIN N5 UMBERS
AND HAVE EEEN 1UiL.T Ui IY THE SELF-DENYING LAIBOURS OF FAITIIFUL MEN,
AND WIO ARE STILI KEEPING THEIR PASTORS ON THE INADEQUATE SALARIE-S
VITH IIC THEY BGN THEIR LAnIIRAS JT Is A FREQlENT SBl'JVCT OF
JrEMARK THAT CONGREGATIONS, AFTER 1ECOMING VACANT, 01TEN INCrEASE
THE SALARILS WIIIICII TIIEY OFFEIL TO TIIOSE wXiOM THEY *ALL. To iE TIIEIR
rASTons. Titis is NO DOUiT jIGHLY SATISFACTOI'Y AND PRoIPER, BUT IT
WOULD BE MUR! MOBE SATISFACTORIY DID THE LIIEEAI.1TY COMMr.CE A LITTLE
SoIONER.
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