
UPS AND DOWNS.

HRISTMAS1 bias corne and gone, and in
aniother part of our pag-es there are
accounits given of bow our little ones --
joyed tbenmselves on tlîat day at Hazel

I3rae, and also in Muskoka.
We would like to acknowledge gratefully

the 'gifts of different kind friends botlî at Peter-
borougli and elsewliere, who lielped to make
this season a happy one for our cbildren.
Among Peterborough friends are Mrs. Haultaini,
Mrs. Templeton Brown, Miss Emmna Hall,
Miss Moore, Mrs. V. Best, Mr. Dobbin, Mr.
Mason, 'Mr. H-amilton, Mr. C. N. Brown, Mr.
L. Smnitb, Mr. Stock, Mr. H. Long, Mr. Powell
and Mr. Edgecomibe. The children liad aiso a

niltu jicat,.lu ,, nt a -u.s.sc

junior Endeavour Society.
Then [rom Toronto Mrs. Vigeon bestoxved

a magnificent supply of candies, wvbicli bave an
uinfailing charin for young palates, and [ronm
Listowvel Miss Quinn gave a numiber of dressed

,çdolls, also one of our girls, Amelia Pritcbard,
sent a gift of one dollar for Christmnas at the
"Home."

Christmas brouigbt anxiety, too, for our dear
invalid, Alice Rogers, who took a very wveak
turn about tbat tinie, altbougi lier friends will
be glad to bear that sbie lias quite revived again
now.

From the Villagre Home corne two inter-
esting items in tlîe wvay of news. First of ail,
Miss \Voodgate, after a period of rest at lier
home, bias undertakien tbe superintendence of
Mossford Lodge, a now mucb enlarged house
at Ilford, for we bear it bias at present no less
than sixty roomns. 'Ne are sure bier friends at
tlîe Village Home are very glad to wvelcome bier
back in tlîeir midst again.

And tlien Miss Fargie after s0 many years
faitbfully hiolding bier post as bead of tlîe school,'
bias at last liad to leave on account of illness ini
bier farnily.

'Ne received a photo of Alice Rowland, a
copy of wbich appeared in tbe January number.
As tbe sender of the pliotograpli wisbied to have
it returned, and wve have forgotten wvho it xvas,
we should be glad to be reminded.

Bank books bave been speeding their way
back to tbe Home of late, and again %ve have to
put in a rcqucst as to care about the postage.
Ibese books do îlot travel by book-post, but are
clbarged for by letter rate, that is, three cents per
onnce. If this is borne in mind it wvill save a
good deal of trouble, as it is, tbey are now
frequently cbiarged for on deiivery.

'Ne slîould be glad if more girls baving any-
tbing to write about wbicb wvouId be of interest
to thie others, wvould send us their communica-
tions. It migbt be a great lbeip in getting up
our montbly journal, and as there is a very
large correspondence at the Home, tbîs division
of labour would be acceptable.

AtlHazel Brae, we still have some little
girls u .nder fouteen ready for placing ont, while
we have sent ont a îîurber of this age who are
steadily keeping their places

A FRIENDLY LETTER FROM MISS QUINN.
"My chie[ motive in writing to-night is to tell you

about Lizzie P-, and the good impression she made on
those who met her. Poor chiid !She didn't want to go
further, and cried at the station wvhen I ieft hier. I was
wvishing she couid stay longer and 1 could have ' shown
ber off' a bit !As it was, several of our friends sawv ber
and were delighted, and so interested. One gentleman

... as at the station, and said he came on the
train (rom Stratford with hier, and had noticed speciaiiy
ber modest behaviour. His sister.in-law wvas going to
Wiarton, so I placed Lizzie under lier care and was 50
glad of this. Everyone hoped she was going to a good
nome, but I assured them there wasn't much danger of
ber not. We had a friend visîting us, a teacher near
London, she wvas s0 taken with Lizzie-this is what she
wvrites back. That poor little Barnardo bairn !A wveek
ago 1 hiad not seen her and nowv she bas ieft nie with a
beart ache that 1 wvon't soon get rid of, but the short ex-
perience bas Ieft me with an interest in those
children that I hope wviIl iast my Iife-time.'

brings in the two interesting stories of Gideon
and Samson, and aiso of that noble woman
Deborah.

Ibere is an instructive lesson for us in the
sad story of how, afte r the dealh of Joshua and
the eiders wbo outlived hirn, the Israelites for-
sook the God of their fathers, and served other
gods. Sec ch. ii :12. How littie the buman
lîeart lias cbianged since tiiose days !Do we flot
ail knowv the danger there is of getting care-
less, wvben removed [rom uinder sorne good in-
fluience whicb we enjoyed formerly? We should
tiierefore value Christian friends and good in-
fluences, and flot willingly reiove ourselves
[romn theni just for worldly advantages, and if
Providence takes us away, we should I watchi
and pray " lest xve enter into temptation.

From the study of Gideon and bis pitchers
we learn iîow God can take up and use un-
likely instruments to work out His wvil1. Indeed
Gideon himself is a proof of this, for lie says in
chap. i : 15, Il 1 arn the least in my father's
bouse." His humnility, however, is very beau-
tiful, and made hlm an apt instrument in God's

CAIRNS HOUSE.

", It just proves what I have olten said that peoplewould be more interested in these children if they only
knew thern. "lMAMtIE QUINN."

To rnany girls tbe name of Miss Quinn, the
wvriter of a letter froîn whicb we give the above
cxtract, is very familiar, as for years suie worked
with us at tbe H-ome. \'e received tliese
pleasant wvords froni lier lately after slie and bier
motber bad kindly gîven biospitality for the
nigbit to one of our girls, wvbo could flot easily
make the journey in one day.

In tlhese days wvben tbe girls cannot sht
tbeir cars to the criticisms wvbich are to be
beard in tbe oulside wvorld, it is good to bave
tItis testimiony from a Canadian home on tbe
debated subjcct, which rniglit be sumimed up in
tbe wvords Il Corne and see." (SeeJolin i :46.)

On tbis page of "Our Girls" will be
noticed a picture of Cairns Flouse, a farniliar
object to many from thîe Village Home. It will
be remenibered tlîaý tbis picture ivas to bave
been given sorne rnontbs ago, but wvent astray,
s0 Annie Addison lias kindly sent us biers.

SCRIPTURE**UNION CORNER.

This rnontb gîves us rcadings from the Book
of J udges. It tells liow, after Ilie death of
J oshua, the people were under judges, and

band, and as for wveakness, did not tbe apostle
Paul, couuiting on Cbrist's strengtb, say,

'NIien 1 amn weak, tbien anm I strong" ? Here
thien is a lesson to give courage to any wveak
ones.

There are also useful precepts frorn Colos.
sians, and good words [rom the Psalms in tbis
month's daily readings, wvlich we hope will be
of profit.

SCRIPTURE UNION QUESTIONS FOR
FEI3RUARY.

i. Give chapter and verse in the New Testament
wvhere mention is made of four characters mentioned in
the Readings in Judges.

2z. Give chapter and verse in Colossians containing
rule of life for those who are in service.

3. How do we know that the writer of Colossians
wvas in prison at the time he wvrote the epistie ?

4. What icind off a character- dcnics the cxistc.-cc of
God ? (See answer in Daily Readings (rom the Psalms.)

ILFORD AND STEPNEY.

\Vc are giving cuttings [rom the Yoinng
Ikipers' illon thly Magazine, wvbich wve think will
be of interest f0 our readers.

he first one about the Village Home is
from a letter signed Il Grandfatlier."* Can any
oîîe guess wlio lie is ?

As for the second about the work-shops at
Stepney, we [car we nmay be trespassing a little
on thie boys' domain, and then-and then-


