
EDITORIAL.

RADIUM A CAUSE 0F CANCER.

Dr. Walter S. Lazarus-J3arlow a short limue ago addresse(l a illeet-
ing of inedicai mien and stated that lie thought radium could cause as
welI as cure cancer. lie expressed the opinion that radiunm in the~
human body might do this. It is reasonable that there îs soie on1e
cause, and said that radium axxd radiation miay be that cause. lie
pointe 1d out the influence of radium on bacteria and thought it might
have a siiiar stiniulating effect on the celis of the body. Under cer-
tain conditions the radium present iii the body iiuighit be gathered into
one part and excite the ceils int the formation of cancer.

The theory is an ingeniows one, but mnust go through a lengthy
period, of trial before it can bo accepted. In support of it he said that
irritation had a marked tendency to cause bacteria to appear in the
location irritated. H1e then pointed out that bacteria had a very marked
afflnity for radium, and couid gather it into their colis froin any solu-
tion containing the oloinent. His theory thon is that ropeated irrita-
tion cause bacteria to appear in a part. Those in turn attraet the rad-
ium, of the body to that part, and this %timulates bhe celis into the
formation of cancerous growths.

SCIENCE~ HEALING BILL VETOED.
After due considleration, (lov. Glynn of New York, on April 23

pla.ced his veto upon the bill passed at the Iast session of the Legiala-
ture, which was intended to legalize the practice of Christian Science
healing in the State. The Governor stated that the bill which per-
mitted 1any porson who ministers to or troats the sick or suffering by
mental or spiritual ineans without the use of any drug or material
remedy"l to practise in this State without interference, would "open
the gates to ail kinds of medical pretenders, who would swarm across our
border» and pretend to practise medicine upon nur citizons. " " Under
this phrasing of the proposod law," hoe added, "I ain precluded froin
passing upon the claim of the sincere believers ini Christian Science."
The Governor also rofused bo sign Senator llerrick 's bill whieh gave to
osteopaths ini New York City the right to sign death certificates. The
bill exempting drug store employees fromn certain provisions on the
labor law, and fixing a separate schedule of hours for drug store cm-
ptoyees was signed by the Governor, who considered the exceptions pro-
posed entirely reasonable.


