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injunctions to avoid excitement and "ex-
posures. ' 15th. Ilearn, on inquiry, that
Gage has beenin the street every day
except Sunday, during my abscence;
his desire to be out and to go home to
Lebanon has been incontrollable by his
friends, and he has been making arrange-
ments to that eflect; yesterday he walk-
ed half a mile, and purchased some
small articles at the store; the atmos-
phere was cold and damp, the ground
wet, and he went without an overcoat,
and with thin boots; he got wet fect and
a chill; I findhim in bed, depressed
and very irritable; hot and dry skin;
thirst; ongue coated ; pulse 110; lan-
cinating pain in the left side of the head
-and face ; rigors, and howels constipated.
Ordered cold to the head and face, and
a black dose to be repeated in six hours,
il it does not eperate. Me has had spi-
cule of bane pass into the fauces, which
he expelled from the mouth within a few
days. 16th. No better; cathartic has
operated freely ; pulse 120 ;skin hot and
dry ; thirst and pain remain the same;
has been very restless during the night;
venescction [3xvj. Orderct calomel.
gr. x. and ipecac. gr. ij. followed in
four hours by castor oil. Eight p. m.,
same day. Purged freely; pulse less
frequent ; pain in the head moderated ;
skin moist. . Antim. et potassa tart,,
gr. iij; syr. simplex, f3vj; dose a des-
sert spoonful every four hours. 17th.

Improving ; expressess himse)fas feel-’

ing better in every respect : has no pain
in the head. 18th. 1swalking aboutthe
house again; says he feels ho pain in
the head, and appearsto be in a way
of recovering if he can be controlled.

‘Remarks—The leading feature of this
case, is its improbability. A physician
who holds in his hand a erow-bar, three
feet and a half Jong, and more than thir-
teen pounds in weight, will not very rea—
dily believe that it has been driven with
acrash’through the brais of a'man who

is still able to walk off; talking with com-.

posure and equanamity of the hole in-his
head. This 1s the sort -of. accident that
happens in'the pantomime in the theatre,
but not.elsewhere
reason for suppsing it'in this "case ' liler-
ally'true. Beingat first wholly sceptical,
" I have been personally convinced.; and
this-has been the experience of many
medical - gentlemen ' who, ‘having first
‘heard-of the circumstances, have had a

Yetthere is every.

subsequent opportunity to examine the
evidence. = " o ‘
This evidence is comprised in the'tes-
timouy of individuals, and in the anato-
mical and physiological character of the
lesion itself. o :
The above' accounts from different
individuals, concur in assigning to ‘the’
accident a common cause. They -are’
selected as the most complete among
about a dozen of similar documents for-
warded to me by Dr. Harlow, who ‘was
kind enough to procure them at my ‘re-
quest ; and which bear the signature of
many respectable pefsons in and about
the town of Cavendish, and all corrobo-’
rative of the circumstances as here de-
tailed. The accident occurred in open’
day, in a quarryin which a considerable
number of men were at work, many ‘of
whom were witnesses of it, aud all of
whoin were attracted by'it. Suffice itto

'say, that in a thickly populated courtry

neighbourhood, to which all the facts
were matter of daily discussion at ‘the
time of their occurrence, there is no dif-
ference of belief, nor has there been ‘at
any time doubt that the iron was actu-
ally driven through the brain, ‘A con-’
siderable number of medical genmlemen
also visited the case’at various timies o
satisly their incredulity. N
Assuming the point that the wound
was the result of a missile projected
from below upwards, it may be asked
whether the wound might not have been
made by a stone, while the bar 'was
at the same moment thrown into the air.
It may be replied in answer, that’the
rock’ was oot split, nor, as far as could’ be’
learned, disintegrated. = Besides, an an-
gular bit of stone would have beenlikely
to have preduced quite as much lacéta-
tion as, the bar of iron; and it is in Tact
possible that the tapering point of the Jat- .
ter divided and repelled the s0ft parts,
especially the brain, in a way that ena-
bled the smooth surface ‘of the iron"to
glide through with léss injury.  And as-
sumingthe only possibléhypothesis, that
theround bar followed exacily the direc-
tion of its axis, the missile may be ¢on-
sidered as a sphereof one and'a quarter.
inches diameter, precedad by a conical
aod polished wedge.” . -
The patient visited Boston in January,
1850, and remained some time under my
observation, during which.he was_pre-

" sented at a meeting of the-Boston;So-



