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ART. XXVII.— On ‘the 'Employment of
Calomel in Malarious Fevers. By Joun
Jarron, Surgeon, Dunnville, C.W. -
If we take the Eurbpea'n Dispensatories
and trace’ them back for fifty years, ‘we
will find- mercury admitted to bé a SpeCl-
fic, bothin the venereal disease and in'in-
ﬂammatron of the liver,—the “first on the
prmclple that' the two poisons could’ not
exist together in the human body, and" that
this viras could only be expelled from'it by
the: admrmstratron of mercury,—whrle its
effect in hepatms was attiihuted to some-

thing peculrar {o that' gland and itg fune- |~

tions. " After a time, we find’ lhe worst re-
stilts’ of ' the ‘venereal ‘disease ‘atiributed
not alone to that' peculrar v1rus, but to the
effects of- mercury ased-to” expel it from
the body, and' ‘fdcts shoiv>that even this
poison is capahle of 'being thrown' off by
the human body without'the use of mer-
cury ; and When this is- not given atally or
in‘a much less quantxty than had been 4
one time used; the disease becomes much
mrlder, and more speedrly cured SRR

We also, find its eﬁ'ect; in hepatrlrs snll
admitted, but its use is no lonver hmrted to
inflammation , of .the liver. alone, but lt
has - been,remployed Jin that of other
glands,* and ‘salivation s looked on. by

\ many. asa. speeific, not;only for glandular

mﬂammatron, but for that of almOat every,

. tissue-of the: body. - O e

"Dr Johii” Thompson, of deburgh,rand
those ofthis 'schaol,/deriounced metcury ag
a’poison,’ capable of jaggravating - every

) drsease, and not to be given for any: length

of’ trme without- ruin-to the constitition: —
Many East Indran, and- other practitiosiers

intropical climates; ‘look on-it-as'not only |

a specifie in hepatitis, but: also in “bilious
fever, dysentery, and even'in cholera it-
self, -which are only to be cured by:¢push~
ing calomel,”.commensurate ” with.' the
severity of the disease, and it promi-
nent'symptoms ; while European and Bri-
tish practitioners, when such “‘complaints
became common to: them, have : thrown
discredit on calomel, against which a-pre-
judice prevrously existed, because they did
not find-it an‘infallible - care, though it is
even there looked on as a most efficacious
rcmedy in the treatmenl of these drseases.

The mode in whnch ca{omel has been
admlmstered and lhe extent of the dose,
are equa]ly various . “and unsatrsfactory.

Some talk of a.dose of a grain, mght and
morning, and opium to prevent its actmg
asa purgahve that five grains is a  strong
purgative, and even drru:t what is to,be
done, when a Jarger dose e\crtes vrolent
purging, even of blood Dr Chnstrson, m
his work on & Pmsons,f’ rr)renuons a case
where a} man was tried for the murder of
his, wrfe, by admmrslermv laro'e doses of
calomel when she was auﬁ'ermg from dr-
arrhaea. He had a narrow, escape from
berrw convrcted and the doctor remarks,
“that the professron are now well aware,
though not at. the tnme ot lhrs lnal that in
have carrred off Lhe deceased the adrmn-
|stratron of calomel, in repeated large
doses, ‘is accounted by, 'ma‘n), a proper
method of cure.”” ., . ., -

Calomel was used‘in the cholera- of the
East, in scruple doses, and -these were
even frequently-repeated. ‘I'he -same
practice was' triedin ~Europe; but some
practitioners there have: lately found out



