142

v e

. . . . . . SRR o - ve,

Editorial Department— Correspondence, Letter of M. D., &c.

any other body of practitioners in those cities, will lay
aside all party or sectional motives, and come forward
thh a prachcally useful and comprehensive measure, it
‘migin be well, on many 3 accounts, to submit to their Jea-
dership. But gentlemen in the country must bear the
fact in mmd that business, to be well and satisfactorily
conducted, must be superintended by the parties imme-
dlatelv interested. Pastexperience, however, has shown
how difficult it is to assemble a large body of ‘medical
men at a distance from their homes, andin many instan-
ces good reasons might be assigned for the refusal of in-
dividuals to atiend such meetings; but this difficulty
might be obviated in a great measure by the appeintment
of prox:es. with full instructions from thelr prmclpah

eupposmg the’ attention of the great body of the pro-
fession to have been awakened by the means suggested
above, T should think that a plan of ultimate pxocedure,
something like the followmg, might be adopted. 1f the
societies of Toronto and Montreal, and four or five of the
dlatmct socleues, would each draft a bill to incorporate
the professxon in two distinet colleges, and then appmnt a
central commlttee, composed of de]evates and. proxies,
whose duty it shoul'i be to foxm, out of the materials thus
furnished, one. bill embracmg the views, as far as possi-
ble, of all the societies, there can be little doubt that the
wishés of the profession would be fully met. A petition
foundcd u')on thls bﬂl and embracmg the prmclpal fe‘x-

and transmitted’ to every. placlmone\ in the Pnovmce
Al lhlb, it is true, would be attended with some nouble,
but tlle pecunlaly cost would be’ tuﬂmg As a means of
procuring blgndtmes for the copies to be afterwards laid
“before the Legislature, each 1ecnp1ent of a prmted copy
m)ghl he dn‘ected to return his copy to the cﬂntnal com-
rmttec “with' hlS name wntlen at ‘the bottom over the
word dppxmed and in case of dxsapproval to retain it,
“the poat.tge, which for a printed copy would " be only,
- @ half-penny, to be paid both ways by the addressed.
" -Signatures obtained in this way. could then be iransferred |.
‘to the-manuscript.copy for presentation, the committee
vonchmg for ‘them.. These hints are offered - vsithout
-apology, because the writer. knows. they will be- taken|.
-only:for what they are worth. - There  is one. most ' im-
~portant question. united with the subject of - these letters, | -
to‘ which I'must beg to direct the atteution of the reader.,

A ¢laim ‘put forth by'a. sespectable -and - well knoivn

mstxtutxon-—the Montrea! “Medical ' School:i-has ‘been |
“iriadé! the _subject. of an-able. edutonal in"one of the

‘numbers of your Journal and the axguments emplo ved to
comhat the pretensxons of that sc,hool and 16 show the
xmpohcy of i ihereasing ‘the number of institutions having

pear to me to be unanswerable. I approach this subject
with diffidence, because I feel that I am treading on
dangerous ground, but I cannot permit any consideration
of a purely personal nature to interfere with the expres-.
uon of my. opinions upon a subject of such vast impor-
tance. Whether the gentlemen connected with the
school referred to, propose to follow wp their claim atthe
next meeling of parliament, I am not quahﬁed to- say,

but I cannot hesitate to declare that the concession'of
that cleim wvould be productive of the most s serious injury-
to the profession, and by its effects as a precedent, to
the best interests of the public generally. The evils re-
sulting from a union of the daties of teaching and
licensing in the same hands, have been ably set forth, rat
only in the editorial above alluded 1o, but more reccntly
by- Professor Stewart of New York, and I am persuaded
that every unprejudiced mind who has read the address
of tat gentleman, (republished, I believe, in the June
number of your Journal,) will agree with me, that no
greater evil could hefall us than the adoption of a sys
tem such asthat practised in the United States. I‘{agreef
entirely with the movers of the resolution passed at alate
medical conventionin New York, which proposes a se-

paration of the duties of teaching from those which per-
tain to the granting of diplomas or licences, and I amde-
cidedly of opinion that the privilege of granting diplo-
mas, having the character of licenses, should mnot. only,
be refused to the School of Medicine, but that it should
be taken away, il posable, from every other- institution
in the Province by which it is at present qnjoyegl . ATI},@
welfare of the public, and the respectability of the Pro-
fession, both imperatively demand that the examinations

of camhdates for license should never be: conducted by

parti ties connected with them as public or puvate teachPrS.

1 am, Gentlemen,
Yom obednent servant, -
T . M. D, &o.
Toro‘hio, Augixsl 26, 1846. ‘
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