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LEPROSV IN BRITISHi COI.UMiBIA.

Wc have a leper colony in this province on
DarLy Island in the Gulf of Georgia. It-contains
at the present time sonie eight inhabitants, aIl of
whon, with one exception, are Chinese. l'he
exceptiuin is a whitc man who was fornerly a logger
or Iumbermtanî in the dense forests of fir which
skirt thu coast line of 13ritish Columbia up to the
Skeca.i River. Some eightecn months ago, the
Assouate Editor of this journal and Dr. Bell-
Irung, of V.neouver, made an otficial visit to the
lepLr v>lon) for the purpose of examiining one of
the mibabitants who had been sent fromi New% York
to Xucouver, and foisted by the C.P.R. on the
people of tlat city, for the reason that lie was
refused admission on board one of the Empress
line of steamers to Hong Kong, because the
surgeon of the steamer (letected signs of leprosy
on hini. The lepers of this province are supported
by the two cities, Victoria and Vancouver; the
former laving to look after seven, and the latter
only one of'the number. We (o not think it is
righît that these two cities should be saddled with
the expense of the maintenance if these unfortun-
ates when the Dominion Governiient provides an
asylun in Tracadie for lepers in the eastern pro-
vinces. In the case of the Vancouver leper, it is
manifestly unjust, inasmuch as lie was booked as a
passLner fron New Vork, over the Canadian
Pacifi Railway, to Hong Kong, and fron that
point was going to Canton, iin the neighbourhood
of which city his wife and family are now living.
Wly shiould the city of Vancouver be charged with
the e.pense of keeping him in a lazaretto ? But
the day is probably not far distant whîen the igid
segregation wnich is now practised may be
abolished altogether. Fron an article which
appeared recently in the B3ritish Ifedica/ fourna,4
in whii h quotations are given from the report of
the lep>rosy connissioner in India, it appears
that there is a good deal of doubt as to whether
lepros) is a contagious disease at al], or at least to
any practically dangerous extent. To quote thç

words of the article in the IBriish Medika/furinial:
" 'le commrnissioners express tlhcir belief that
ieither conpulsory nor voltintary segregation
wouIld at present effectually stamp ont the disease,
or evun miarkedly diminish the luper population
undtier the circunstances of life in India." When
such great authorities as Sir Dyce Duckworth
and Wni. Jonathan- filutchinson deprecate the
theory of contagion and disapprove of comlipulsory
segregation, it is tinie that ti rank and file
of the profession should pause and reflect seriously
on the situation. It is truc that other equally
eninent authorities, such as Mr. Curzon, Mr.
Clifford, Dr. Ilcron and Mr. Macnarnara, hold
different opinions and believe in segregation and
contagicn ; and a contingent of nedical practi-
tioners in South Africa is equally strong in the
sane direction. Dr. Ilunsen, of Norway, lias
made leprosy the study of hi life, and, assisted by
tle Governient, has had the best opportunities of
observing the disease in that country where it has
been endemi for many years. He lias come to
the conclusion that il is a contagious disease,
thougli non-hereditary. h'lie question nay there-
fore be looked upon as an open one at present,
though the fict that the discase is communicated
in some way is notorious, as it continues to be pro-
pagated from one individual and fron one gener-
ation to another. In easteri countries from time
imnienorial it lias been looked upon as a conta-
gious disease,, and in China to-day the leper is
driven beyond the pale of society, and forced to
live like a-wild beast in the desert places far away
fron the haunts of his fellow-creatures. Ve have
seen a whole colony of them in China in the
nîeighbourhood of Kowloon, on the sand hills
overlooking the bay, but as the weather is warm
there all the year round, they probably suffered
very little -inconvenience, as they can live on fish
and whatever they can pi(.k by way of charity.
Readers of " Ben [tir " know the horror in which
they were held by the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and though the Jewish knowledge of pathology
was not very extensive, their treatnent of these
unfortunîate people shows that there was a popular
belief that the disease was contagious. In British
Columbia we know of no cases wherc the dis-
case has been commumncated by contau, as the
history of the patients is obscure, the disease-being


