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unce a common school T'eacher ; ard a0
was Dr Jsnep Sparxs, present President
of Havatd College or Cambridge Univer-
ity 3 and 80 was the great Danir, Wen.
srzr, who was so rematkable fur the
accuracy and precision of Lis language
when a teacher, that certain young iadies
gave him the cognomen of Mr ¢ St
Specclie”’ These dintinguished men exerted
themselves as much by their industry
and character tv honor and make honor.
able 1ho position of cominen  echaol
teacher, as they have since to do hunor to
the more promaent, though not more
Loworabl -, positions to which they hava
beer called by the voies of their fellow
c.lizens,

2. The iuterest and affection with
which every man of every  prafessian,
pursuit and condition regards the common
sclioolz, is another circumstanes which
wust impress the mind of the ubserving
visitur at DBoston,  1n his converastion
and inquines, he will ind there no class
of hterary, professional or public men
who leok upon the comman sclivals as no
cncern of theirs, as a matter beneath
their attention, if not as an inuovaling
uuisance.  Frum the Governur downa
wards, every man with whom yon meet
sud converse on the suhject refers to the
cymmun gchools as the glmy of the city,
the fiest and wost vital interest ot the
State——that 10 whieh all other interests
are quite sccondary—the first and most
potent fever of civihzation, and the palla-
divm of public liberty.  You will find no
differencz of sentiment on this subject,
and little diversity of fecling.  Iivery man
feels himsell as much wubiigated and cone
cerned to support the public schouls, asto
support public order and libenty.  Sucha
f+cling is the enul ot erfightened patriot-
1m, and is the great desideratnm in ovr
country, Tty prevalence and predomin.
ance would produce an amazing revolntion
i1 (he poblic press, and elevate and ex-
paud the entire public heatt to the gener
ans and neblest impulses of an intelligent,
industrious and free peoplo.

3. A third circumstance, impressive
and suggestive 1o the Canadian visitor in
Boston, is the system of palice in res-
pect to juvenile affenders.  They aresent
to schonl and set at work, under a system
uf oversight and discipline, parental,
jadicial und christian.  Truancy at schoul
and vagraney in the streets are Jegal
oYznces, and are surg to place the young
offznders in a corrective schoo} of instrue
tion aad employment adapted to weaken
every viciaua propensity, and develope
anl strengthen virtuous principles and
habits. Some most respectable citizens
commenced their carcer of vintuo and
guccessful industry in these schools of
cerrection and reformation,  Thus is vice
npt in the hud, the number af criminale
r:duced by scorez, the number of useful
cilizens proportionably increased, the
prevalence and influecce of crime and the
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expenscs of criminal jurisprudence vasly
reduced,  Political economy, un less than
Chnistian philanthrephy and benevolence,
requites sometiing of the same kind to be
done, to prevent the maltitudes of idle
and vicious youths in our citics, towns and
villages fiom becoming a giant race of
criminals, expensive, miserable, and dan
gerous, insicad of being made imelligent,
happy and useful citizens.

4. Another circumstance which “mth
attrac!s the eye and arrests tl ¢ attenton
of the visitor in Boston, is the cconomy
and taste evineed in public school architee-
ture.  'The school hovses are nut indved
the most expensive, but they are among
the most beautifully eitnated and the finest
huildings in the city— removed from the
uotses of the  #eets, ecatral in the
districts fur which they have been esected,
—plain but elegant without, admicably
arranged,  completely  turnished, and
prrtecily clean within—cach costing abent
$10,000, Lesides the grouads, and each
accomadating {rom 800 to 1,000 prmls—
cach having a head master with several
assistants, mostly females—each includ-
ing a primary, iutermediate, and grammar
(ur lnglish high) schuni—the premises
throughout neat, and the pupils cleanly
and orderly. Rt is the result of long
experience in this model city for schonls,
that 11 is much cheaper to build oue larae
house for the accomodation of 1,000
children, than to buoild ten houses (or the
accomudation of 100 each, or five houses
for 200 each ; that it is much cheaper to
warm and furnish one such house than ten
sma!l ones; that it is much cheaper to
emplay one able head master with reve:al
assistants, for one large school, than to
employ ten head wacters for ten swall
schouls ; that 1,000 pupils can he more
advantageously classified, according to age
and attainments, taneht and- advanced
from division to division, from class to
class, and from schoul to schionl, when
collected in one large house, and under
one master and syttem, than when divided
in ten buildings, under as many different
masters, if not systems.

5. Should a Canadian visitor who is
familiaz with the methads of traching
pursued in out Normal and Madel Schools,
enter one of the spacinus school-houses
in Doston, and witness the excrcises
aud examination of the pupils he would
be struck with the similarity of the me-~
thads of teaching adopted in Boston and
being introduced into Canadian schools,~—
the methnd of teaching to observe, inves-
tigate, and think, and not merely to re-
member—the method of teaching princis
ples and things, and not merely sules and
words, of exercising all the faculiies, ra-
ther than loading the memory, of drawing
out and developing the powers of the
raind, rather than of crammieg it. There
are also two other features of the Buston
schools werthy of rote and 7 1itation—
namely, the pron inence given to vocal

-
music and lincar drawing ; buth taught to
an extent traly credituble cnd really sur.
prising, and that without the lexst mters
ferenca with wiher studies—thus faniliar-
ising the eye and the haud with the hand-.
iwork of nanre aud art, and attuning the
hieart 2ad vuive tn the praise of sature’s
God.~Jour. of Edu,

“Wehear: a Sage."
We heard a sage of eur Fugland say,
“She is strovg hy forge and loom,
But where will the suutl of the cldevday -+
In these trading times tind room—
e soul that hath gotten our land renowt

By the patriet's sword and the martyr'«
crown ?

“Banner and battle-lng ave fmled,
Glory aud valor wane,
We have come to the workalay of the warld,
To the times of toil and zain,
The song and the symbol loge theiv hold ;
Ourhandsz are trong, hut our hearts ave celd,
For fith hath come to the beught and sobd,
It s only these that yeign.

$Our pecple’s sport and vur children®s play
Fhey have sounds from shop atd schicol,

And ever the ol of youth grons grey
With the Reckener and the Rule,

With the husks of knowledge dry and dead.

With the strite for gold and the ey for bread.

S that half-seer spak2,—and n.ore
Had said, but one who passed
The twilight stand of his narrow love
Replicde=*¢ Leok forth at last [page
From thy bounded school and thy tiusted
On the breadth of thy Jand’s brave heritage

Tt is rich with glovious victories
0’er the ol aterial powers,—
"The Titan gods that from cldest Qay
Have warrad with us and oury,
It hath conquered the might of time and
space,
Tt hath braken the baws of clime and race,
It hath won for human treedom place
From life's dusty wants and dowers.

“Great hearts of ol by the Druid’s tree
In the towers with vy gremn
Have pined away in the wish to sce
The ihings that we have seen.
Yet never had Englind nobler scope
For the martyr’s taith or the patviet’s hape.

“Her march is swift, Lut the way is fur
f'o the goal where conflicts cense :
Fer wide g the search and long the war
That niuet wak the world’s release.
But strength and clicer to the humblest haml,
To the feeblest step in that van-ward bamd
Who have won such conquests for our land,
In tho battle-fickds of peace !

Tondon, 1852, Fraxces Browx,

A Child's Evening Prayer.
Jesus, Heavenly Shepherd, hiear me,
Blesa thy tittle lnmb to-night 5
Thraugh the darkness be thon near me,
Wateh wny »lecp till morning light.

All this day thy hand has led me,
And I thunk thee for thy cave 3

Thou hast warmed, and fed, and clothed wo
Listen to my evening prayer.

May my sins be all forgiven §
Bless the friends I love 8o well

When I die take me to Heaven,
Happy there with thee to dwell.



