
THE A-YLE SFORD UNION.
"That ye stand fast iii one spirit, wit.h onle nind, stiviig together for the faith of the Gospel."-'A..

V o i.tlU l I.

The Maritimé B. Y. P. U. Conven-
tion.

''ie sixth annual convention of tie B.
Y. P. U. of the Maritime Provinces open.
cd on Thursday morning, Aug. 19th, in
Main St. Baptist cburch, St. Joinî.N. nB.

''ie sessions began with a preparation
service at 6 a. ii., led by Rev. G. O. Gates
topic: "hfie advent cif the Spirit," follow-
cd by an educational meeting at 9 a. mn.,
led by Rev. J. D. Freemtan. Topie: "'l'ie
formation of Christian charaeter." These
preparation and educational meetings
were a daily feature of the entiro conven
tion and were nuch appreciated by Ltoe
privileged te attend. Tîtti tapies of the
six o'clock services furnisied a sories of
studies upon the Ioly Spirit. 'Tie depth
and scope of the nine o'clock meetings
imay be gathered froiit a brief digest of
the opening address by Bro. Freetan.
The speaker said in substance: Character
is the most important thing in the uni.
verse. The Ahuighty God cares utore for
character titan for anything else on carth.
Chtaracter is the great cnd of God's pur.
pose.the object for whici Ie buiit the
workshop of the world. Cia: acter is tire
s!u ti'of which God is building lis eternal
temtiple. Soieone has said that "Char.
acter determtines destiny," but rather
should it ho said, "Character ù destiny."
Everything in theuniverse has to do with
the foration of character, frot the
sinalleat flower tW the msilky way. For
itssako Christ died and the cross was
raised. Before the corner-stone of the
world was laid, before the angels were
muade, God lte Father, God the Son and
God the loly Ghost had formed a joint.
stock company for carrying on this char.
acter business. Character is sotuething
ucre than culture. Culture is the finish,

character is the thing itself. You may
find a pure unblenished character with
little or no culture and vice versa, the
highest culture with little or no character.
Culture is the chasing of the diamtond,
character is the gem itself. Character
makes for quality, culture for quantity.
God cares more for quality.

The work ofChristian character build.
· ing lias for its foundation a regeorated

Life. Regeneration change& th,- te.nper
and spirit of the heart. .Regeneration
is the reincarnation of Deity. But
white chariacter building begins at regen.
oration it does not end there. It iscon.
tinuousand progressive and cannet be

AYI ESFORI\ A UGUST, 1897.

consuîmitated in a day or a yea'r. The
uethod of Christian character building
contes through consecration. There is a
divine Cali to Our every being to fling
open the doors of our hearts, every do
partinent of our souils, allowng 'the Sav.
iour ample rooat wiithin. It is only by a
closo heart to heart, soul ta soul contact
with the Christ that titis process can hie
carried forward. li life's struggle it pays
to be hard pressed, if it is to be pressed
hard up against lthe Christ.

The business sessions of the convention
began at 10 a. ni., with President A. E.
Waill in the chair and continued througi.
out the day and part of Friday. 'ie dis.
cussion connected with the adoption of
constitution recoimmiiiended by the Execu-
tive occupied the entiro trorniing, and ter.
ninated in its adoption with saine anend-
melents. The afternoon session w'as ce-
cupied with reports of President, Sec'ty
Treasurer and Associational Secretaries.
'ie Secretary's report showed that ont of
122 societies last year only 81 had report-
ed thus Jar titis year, with 3395 active
imemitbers and 785 associate uesubers or
4180 in al]. Fourteen new societies had
been organized during the year. Allow-
ing an average of 40 tmemsbers for societies
not reporting, the total mîema.bership
would b 6380. There arc six Associa.
tional Unions, the N. B. Western being
alone inorganized. The details of the
report of the Culture work showed a
general advance, whte the finances were
in fair condition although only 35 Unions
iîad paid thoirper capita. The outtlook is
hapeful. On Friday tmtorning the follow.
ing officers wero electeti upon recomu.
niendation of the nominating co:mîuittee:

President,-A. E. Waill, Moncton; Vice.
Presidents,-Uugh Cox, Bear River, N.
S.;John Gordon, Charlottetown; Sec'y.
treas.,-Rev.1.G.Estabrook, Petitcodiac;
assistant secretary.treasurer,--Rev. G. A.
Lawson, H alifax; Auditor,-F. E. Flewel.
liatg, St. John; Associational Secretaries,
Rev. B. Il. Thomas, Dighy, for N.S.
western; Rev. .J. B. Morgan ol' Aylesford,
for the N. S. central; Rev. G. P. Ray.
mond of New Glasgow for N. S. eastern;
Albert Weldon, of Albert, for N. B. eat.
erne; F. W. Porter of Fredericton for N.
3 Western; Dr. W. F. Roberts of St. John,
for N. B. southern; R. I. Jenkins for
Prince Edward Island; Transportation
Leaders, Dr. W. F. Rloberts, L. G. Lusby,
J. K. Iosis: Editors, Rev. J. D. Freemnan,
Rev. G. R. White.

l'ie platformi mstceting undert B. Y. p.
U7. auspices biotight together a large au.
dience Oi Thursday evening. Very cor-
dial adtdresses of welcono wero present-
ed by lajor Robertson on behalf of the
city and tby Dr. W. F. Roberts, piesident
of tlie St. John B. Y. P. 17., on1 behalf of
its imiimers. To these Dr. D. A. Steele,
of Aisherst, responded in his usual iapp.y
way. IIe avtiled imitself of the oppor.
tunity to defend ithe B. Y. P. U. mnove.
ment against the charge of being un.Bap-
tistie in tit it lacked delinite New Testa.
mitent warrant. Itsfoundaution is as Scrip.
tural as that of the Sunday School or the
Wo:teni's Missionary Societies

President Wall followed wvith art ad.
dress of welcome to Rev. E. Chivers, D.
D., the Gencral Secretary of the B. Y. P.
U. A.. as follows:-

Mv D'Ast Dit. imvERs,-On behalf of
the B. Y. P. U. of Maritime Ganada it is
my pleasing duty to extend the hand of
welcomne. Politically we belong to' two
nations, but religiously we are one. Ive
represent a msîonarchy and a republic, but
we are here to-night as nemibers of a
citurch which is a Monarchy and a lie
public in one; for our headl is the Lord
Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, while we
belong to a houseiold of faith wherein ait
are brethren. Wiatever our political
opinions may be we are unaniiotus in the
conviction that the venerahle Fawcett,
the Baptist prea:her, was rigit when he
wrote:

"Illest be the tie that binds
Our icarts in Christian love;

The 'ellôwship of kindred minds
Ys bke to that above."

We bid you w'elcone. We shake hands
as loyal Baptiste and give uniesitating al.
legiance to the receipt of good will and
good wishes. It is well that you have
cote as official leader of the great host
marching under the banner of the B.
Y. P. U.

It is well that we each look into the
face and clasp the hand, and hear the
voice of himn who henceforth will be to us
a personality as well as a nate. We, re.
presentatives of the B. Y. P. U. move.
ment in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island, give you hearty
greetings in the namte of this Baptist
irothertood. It is well . that you have
cone, convej ing. as d îbtlessyou do, the
good wishes of our brothers and sisters as.
sociated in Christian work across the line
and receiving, as assuredly you will, the
heartiest kind of welcomne we can inpart,

It is well that you have colmme to visit
us and thus evidence to al) that this B.
Y. P. T. novemsent is continental rather
than natioial-broad enòugh to cross
mountains, prairies and rivers; and strng
enough to unite men of varied opinions
in lovmg allegiance ta Christ, lis church
and Ilis word.
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