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ago the Japanese began to give passports permitting travel ‘¢ for health or
scientific purposes.” The objects specified were mere forms from the
start, and foreigaers traversed every part of the empire in pursuance of
such objects as they pleased, and now tourists by thousands and residents
by hundreds take passports as matter of course, almost forgetting that
they are of grace. The Government further modified the strict require.
ments of the treaties. Foreigners in government employment were per-
mitted to reside outside of the ¢‘ concessions,’” and soon foreigners in the
employment of individual Japanese. Whereupon any foreigner could iive
where he choose, and a Japanese employer was never wanting, one’s own
cook or other employé serving in double capacity if other arrangements
failed.

The Missionary Conscience.—Certain missionaries had a hard time with
conscience. They desired to go on preaching tours, but did not wish pass-
ports for *‘ purposes of health ;’” and they wished to live in the interior,
bat did not fahcy employment without wages and by individuals in their
own pay. A few missionaries have held out all these years, never going
on evangelistic tours and dwelling in the ¢‘ concessions.’”” But the ** con.
cessions’” have missionaries to spare; and the majority live as ‘en.
ployés” in other parts of Japan, thus accepting the situation, and fully
assured that conscience has nothing now to say.

Government Consent.—And on the whole they make out their cas,
Not only has the Government treated its own requirements as empty forms,
but the men who have ruled Japan, and whose interpretation was findl,
have assured us that the situation was understood, and that they had not
the smallest objection. And when the local police have interfered with
meetings, the central authorities have issued orders that the missionaries
be protected. So, too, the Government itsclf has issued the permits for
residence in the interior, and in some has stated that the cmployer pays
no salary, and that the object is the teaching of religion. One step fur-
ther has been taken. When foreigners live permanently in the interior,
they wish their own dwellings, as desirable houses are very few. Andit
has been as easy to own a house in the name of a Japanese as it is for
Englishmen to own real estate in the name of Americans in the United
States. The Government tacitly has permitted this, and government off-
cials have loancd their names freely for the accommodation of foreign
friends. Though conscicace and the Government are silent, popular agi-
tators find cnough to say : ‘‘ No wonder the treatics are not revisd-
The foreigners have all they want. They travel throughout the empire,
buy the choice spots in our most famous resorts and build villageson
mountains and by the scaside. Confine them to the ¢ concessions’ and
the ¢ treaty limits,” and they will soon come to terms.”  These men over-
look three points : that Jayanese politics, and not foreign obstinacy, pre-
vent revision ; that foreign governments are little influenced by the pelty
inconveniences of these communities in the Far East+ and that forcigners



