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iniall zîîîd voeanues wcre created, and the strongeet of engineering struc-
tures weteîirc"

Our Icaineti mei aie busy with their explanations, saying that, afttr
a]), carthquakeâ arc only the infrequent irregularities of the force on whicli
our globe ini its life-sustaining ferin depentis. Were iliat force to, due ant
the elevation of the continents to cease, the waste of wind and rain sud
8tAirm would inake uniulhabitable the earth. The earth is alive and the
monntains are thrown up frein, the depths. Thus was <apan formet in
the past, and the process stili goes on.

The gYreat forces cf sorrow snd death eall forth the hidden good.
Japan were not se beautiful were its physical conditions the placid bacL-.
greunti of Sir Edwin's dream ; and huinan nature would miss its higlicat
excellence wcre there no great griefs, noe vii te call forth pity and benedi.
cence. Whcn the feundations are xnoved distinctions of creed andi race
vanislî. Money was poured eut, and philanthropists rushed te the atricl-en
regboion with ready aid.

Se do we comfort ourselves in the midst of destruction. " Oh, yct
we trust that somehew goed will be the final goal of ill." And yct we
cannot foiget, the deftest peet cannet persuade us te forget, that the sal
which bexîrs camellia, chrysanthemurn, bîunbee, and pine is formed by
forces whilh in a moment rilay ten thousand menand wreck the dwcllings
of a province.

VIE IMPERIAL DIET.

The first session of the Diet cnded with a compromise. The govern.
w:tnt yielded much, a group of radicals sacrificd party te patriotisin and
tihe criais was averted ; but the. second. session was less fortunate. Tlie
gevernment was net ready te, repeat its compromise, and thea oppositin
said " No" te, every propesal, of the goverument Even tihe grants for
tîxe relief of the distresseti provinces were opposed on trumpcry teclinicali-
tics. The Iewer lieuse seemed dctermined te, force the geverunient to
resigu or to, dissolve the Diet The gevernment promptly chose the
latter altcrnative.

The confiict between the opposition and the. gevernment, involves much
more than the existence of a particular niinistry. The goverient is à
faction, the representative of two provinces or clans, Satsuma anti Choslix.
It won its power twenty ycars age on the field of battle, and bas strongisý
entrenched itscîf. Armny, navy, police, judiciary, civil servicc, the dcpart
ment of education, the great banks, stcamship cenipanice-, anti busiincss
lieuses, al] are its ewn. lIs continuance, is net compatible with a repre-
sentative, constitutinnal gevernmcnt. The graduai transfer of power de-
manda a epirit ef concession and of patience on- bothi aides which is mot
now apparent An immediate settiement of the. question would involît
the. empire in serions difficulticsand dang9ers. Wbat is tA e Illhe solution
hIe future Alene rail show.
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