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of the buildings was 4000 rupees, and the contributions from the Karen
churches had risen from 9586 rupees, in 1860, 10 20,666 rupeces in 1866,
In the same time the Sgan Karen membership had increased from 5501 to
6289, the number of churches from 56 to 70, and the preachers to 109, of
whom 18 were ordained. There were 22 cvangelists or missionaries in the
various ficlds.  Mr. Beecher's Jabors in the eight and a half years (1847-
66) which followed were herculean. No three men counld have performed
them aud have lived. Ile plead most earnestly with the Free Mission So-
cicty (as he had done previously with the A. B. M. U.) for an associate in
the cducational work, but none was sent till the autumn of 1865, when Dr.
W, M. Scott arrived without knowledge of the language. It was too late.
Mr. Beecher had established the elementary schools and furnished teachers
for them ; liad founded several large academies ; had built and organized
his threefold Normal and Industrial Institute, and superintended all the
teaching and training ; had maintained his school for native pastors ; had
ordained 14 native evangelists ; had impressed his own lofty churacter for
piety and spirituality upon the 70 native churches ; he had done all this
and more with only the help of his devoted wife, but the end had come.
About April 1st, 1566, he was smitten down with liver discase, and his
physicians gave him but a week to prepare for a homeward voyage. His
wife, almost au invalid, and his four little children embarked for England,
which they reached September 12th and, after lingering about five weeks at
Plymouth, England, he was not, for God took him. e had not quite
completed his forty-seventh year.

But though the leaders fall the work must go on. Dr. Scott took
charge of the Institute and, in a general way, of the schools. The native
evangelists and pastors went on with the churches and the native missionary
work till February, 1867, when Rev. B. C. Thomas, an excellent missionary
from Uentzada, took Mz Beecher’s place ; but for him the work proved
too great. e was compelled to sail for America in January, 1863, and,
in June, three days after arriving at New York, died, having just passed
his forty-cighth birthday. :

The old difficulty between the Missionary Union and the Free Mission
Society was healed, and the property of the-society had been purchased by
the Tnion.  Mr. Douglas, who had been in charge after Mr. Chomas left,
died of wilious fever in July, 1968, at the age of about forty-six and a
half years. Jr Van Meter, the faithfnl and efficient missionary to the
Pwos, after a lingering illness reached America only to die in August,
1870, not having completed his forty-sixth year, and a year later his wifs
followed him.

The Karens were thus deprived of all their counscllors and teachers in
the past, all of them dying in the prime of life, and at a time when they so
much needed the helpful influence and snperi wendence of an able and ac-
complished missionary. They bad known something of Rev. C. H. Car-
penter, then a professor in the Karen Theological Seminwry, at Rangoon,




