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VIIL.—EDITORIAL NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

The Earl of Aberdeen, )
- THE Earl of Aberdecn, whose pic-
ture forms our frontispiece, was hon-
ored by the presidency of the great
Conference of Missions in London,
which began June 9, 1888,

He is a man comparatively in his
youth—iwe judge not over thirty-five
vears of age—with black hair and
eyes, a slender figure, and a nerveus
iemperament. While speaking he
moves trom side to side, rests on one
foot at a time, frequently crossing
one leg over the other; is by no
means a fluent speaker or a great
orator. But his character and life
ave his stauding oration. He is
known among his countrymen as a
man foremost in every good word
and work, a friend and patron of
all benevolent societies and institu-
tions. While other landed propri-
etors ave using their immense estates
for their own emolument, grinding
their poor tenants into more abject
poverty, and while the wretched
crofter system leaves the land which
the tenant has improved and cven
the hut he has built to revert to the
landlord when the term of the ap-
prenticeship expires, the Ear} of Ab-
erdeen is enabling his tenants to be-
come owners of theirown littls farms
and houses, parceling out his own
estatesamiong his tenantry. What
a blessing to Britain to have such a

man in the House of Lords and at
the sume time moving as a benefac-
tor among the common people! We
are pleased o be able to put before
our readers the ¢ counterfeit pre-
sentment” of a mian noble in a dou-
ble sense, perhaps the nearest o the
late Ear! of Shaftesbury of any of
the many lords of Englund, and
whose lady is not a whit behind him
in true nobility of character.

As president of the Conference he
performed the duties of the chair
with much grace and manifest pleas-
ure, and right cordially welcomed
the delegates in o briefl speech. He
also entertainzd the Conference at s
countryseata few miies from London,
Our readers, we are confident, will be
glad tolook upon his face. A.T.P.

The Slave Trade in Eastern Africa,
It Legins Lo look as if the hour had

struck for the suppression of this
curse of curses! For the first time
in history there is & coalition formed
of the great powers of Europe effect-
ually to stop a traflic that for cen-
turies has been the scandal of Chuis-
tendom, and has entailed untold
miserivs and horrors upon Africa.
Compelent witnesses testify that the
trade was never carried on more ex-
tensively than at the present time,
nor with greater cruelty and sacrifice
of life.

Against this enormous and iniqui-




