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the adjudication of rights purely civil, it
is cssentinl that they be precisely defin-
ed. This ought to be donc in whatis
technically called Tug CoxstiTuTiOoN
or e Cnurci, or that system of rules
according to which it is to be guided as
an eeclesiastical body.  These are en-
acted, or sanctioned by the spiritual ju-
dicatures, as the rules for managing the
temporal affairs contained in the nct of
Incorporation are sanctioned by the civ-
il Legislature. The principal points
which such an instrument should em-
brace are,

1. The full recognition of the author-
ity of the spiritual judicatures in all
matters of doctrine, discipline,and wor-
thip.

2. A specification of their right to
determine and judge of the qualifica-
tions of all office-bearers in the church,
witether ministers, clders or deacons—
and to consta.t supervision of the
snme.

3. A specification of the manner in
which the election of the munister shall
be conducted—the time within which
such clection shallbe made~the conse-
quences of delaying beyond that tme—
the mode of supplying the pulpit dur-
ing the vacancy—the provision for the
ministers maintenance.

4. The right of the Presbytery to
define the honts of the parish, or the
sphere of the minister’s pastoral la-
bors,

5, The right of the Session to ap-
point collections forreligiousandcharit-
able purposes, as in their discretion
they may see fit.

The constitution of every church
should embrace these points, and any
other that may be thought necessary
for the better maintenance of order ac-
cording to the Jaws and usages of the
Presbyterian church. It would serve
many useful purposes were the Synod

ON THE INCORIORATION OF ‘FHIE CHURCH.

10 preseribe o general form for sl new
churches,

‘The propriety of endeavoring to ob-
tsin anact of Incorporationtor the Syn-
od of Canada, from the Coloniul Le-
gislature, was first wrged upon the
attention of the Synodbythe Hon. Win,
Morris, at their meeting in 1835; bt
neither at that time, nor since, has the
subject been fairly taken up hy any of
our church judicatures. Thenecessity
of such & measurc however is duly be-
coming more apparent, and the timne is
now fully come for discussing the ques-
tion previous to a formal application
to the Legislature. We intended to
lay before our readers a copy of an act
of Incorporation for the Presbyterian
thurches passed by the Legislature of
New Brunswick in 1832, But as the
following draft—copied chiefly from an
act passed by the Legislature of New
York, is fuller and more precise—we
give it only to avoid repetition, We
need not say that some alterations have
been made in it to adopt 1t to our own
institutions:—

Drarr of an AcT or IncorporaTioNn, &e

‘Wherkeas it is expedient and necessary,
that the congregatiuns of the Presbyterian
church of Canada, in connection with the
church of Scotland, alrecady formed into
an ecclesiastical commnunity, governed
according to its own laws, custums and
usages, guoad spiritualia—should ubtam
an act of’ Incorpurativn fur the more_ se-
cure managementof their wemporal affaurs
~—Be it enacted, &ec.

Ist. Thatthe Eldersand Deacons of ev-
ery Presbyterian church or congregation
now or hereafler tu be cstabhished 1n tins
Province, in connection with the church
specially  designated as aforesaid, and
elected according to the rules and usages
uf the said church, shall be the Trustees
for cvery such church or congregation,
and it shall be lawful for the said Trus-
tees, if not already incorporated, to assem-
ble together as soon as they shall deem i
converient, and cxecute under their hands
and seals a certificate certifying the name
or title by which they and their successors



