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are the scales at mnanY of these
boothis and sidew'alk stands, thiat
the buyer is at the miercyr of the
vendor, and niust trust to hlis
hionestv andi fair clealing-.

Instead of an iniscript-ioni thiere is
frequently a signi, as a brass cili
for the barber's sliop, a sugar-cane
for the groccr's, or, as in the pic-
ture, a stuffed crocodile, indicating
thue entrance to a bath bouse, .)

holding the paper upon the palmi of
the hiand, and writing with a reed
pen. Suclh scribes ai-e in special
request for w'ritingc legal docu-
niuents, marriage contracts and the
like, and somietinies odie mav be-
liold a lieavily veiled wonian dictat-
ing to a scribe perliaps somne
tender message to lier absent lord
an(l master.

Wlierever thiere is a miosque in

C"&GOOL' MEASL'RE, PRESSE> DQW.N, RUŽIGOVEIR"J

A conumion. figure in the bazaars
or streets-we liave even seen
thiern in Naples-is the public let-
ter-writer. F-ew of the people can
read, and fewer still cani write. So
wMien the unlettei-ed je or Ar-al)
w'ishies to send a wvritten communi-
cation, lie muiist enmploy the help of
'une of thiese professional scribes.
-'Ele writing is donc in the mlost
-w'kw.ard w'ay one cari imagine, by

the 1E ast, says a reccrit wvritcr, thiere
is a letter-Nvriter. If you sit ail
day, as inany a painter does, %vithin
view of his trembling fingers (it is
rare to flnd a rapid peninan in the
East), 3you wvi1l gct an idea nothing
else could give you of the life of
the people. For this old mian not
onlv writes the Jetters of ail appli-
calnts, 1)ut reads to thien, too, those
letters thiat liave been written by
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