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senit themislves to my iiiid, I hiave to,
consider in tbb presence of God, whichi
of then ivili be most useful in guiding
me to mny erid--which is always the sal-
vation of iiiy soul. If miy onily objeets
were 10 raise inyseif iin the world, to
lead a pleasant and agreeable life in the
world, I miglit be certain of suceeeding
in such or such a state. i3ut, I1gi
repeat, t1iis is not the eîi, Iav in
view - and thierefore, I -1xould pai no
attention to ail this. My objct, is to
attain, everlastîng life. NoI know,
or I sincerely behieve I know, that in
no other state eau 1 more surely obtain
it than in this particular onc. 1 there-
fore conclude, that it is upon this ipv
ehoice should fali.

IX. After having, deliberated with
yourself in this manner, if you do not
seem t0 be perfectly determined, there
are two rules froin the exercises of St.
Ignatius, which you should observe :
1. Whai. advice would 1 give t0 ano-
ther if hie were. in my place, and asked
rny opinion ? to another who, iv-ould
have the saine inclinations or the saine
defects as 1 ? What ausiver should 1
inake iîni, or what lkind of life should 1
recoinend hirn t adopt ? For, whlen
others are concerned, we are much
more disinterested iii general, and on
that account inucb more lik.ly to choose
the better part. ý Nt,,w, why should 1
not Iiaýef!e saine zeal and charity for
miyscîf, as I would have for aiotherC; ?
if one of iny fricuds wvas deliberating,
and ivas concerned only 10 secure bis'
salvation, I know ivhat 1 should say f0

iîin. A nl I il lîy should I not Say the
saine to riyself? O my God ! clelivcr
me froi ail the illusions of self-love.
ieih blind ine, and whichi prevent mie

from ilig as safely on what con-

cerns my self, as on the aifairs of muy
rieighbour. 2. Amotugst these differ-
eut states of life, %wlîicih %ould I wisli to
have eh)oz;eu at the hour of death > For,

it is theu I shail orin a solid estimatc
of thingýs, and neither the passions nor
pi ejudices of the ivÔrl(l shalh any longer
obscure my reason. What [ should
therefore wvishi to have donc at this. last
moment, is -what. 1 should do to-day;
and this is undoubtedly the miost cer-
tain and infallible rule -which 1 eau fol-
low. If 1 act otherwtse, I must expcct
that 1 shall one day suifer extremie re-
gret. And would it not 1)0 the hast de-
grec of fol, 10 dIo any hlingi of whieh
1Ishali have lic'e-e to i epc uit ? O iîny
Cod 1 1 thank ('u) fur tl-;5 liIt whlich
you have griveiln m2. Graniit, O Lor],

that I mnay profit by it as a miost ececl-
lent incans of forming a Christian dcci-

sion. 'Ves, iy God, it is by tbis 1 wishi
to decide mny lot in your presence.I
desire to liive in tbat staie in wb%*ichI
sbould die with Itbe -reatest peac.-
Woe c o ni e, if 1 enibrace any condi-
tion which, will bc a source of féar- and
regret at the hiour-of mny dcathi

Xi. ithiout prctcnding to give you
ily formai opinion on1 the state of li fe
which would suit you best, I conelude,
by repe tiîgo vou, vith cg to titc'
rchig-iols !5ai.c, ~~itSt. Paul sdto th-e

primnitive Christians concerning cei-
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