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REV. JOHN McNEILL. itremble as lie thiîîks b* thé* plougli tc>
THE SCOTI'SH SPURGEON. which hie bas put his hand ? For the rail-

way porter oàf lInverkip and the Edinburgli
A nman has arisen in Scotland whoD as a preacher are ûne and the sanie.

treacber bas attracted great attention in 1 wua at Rlouston, av illage of Renfrew-
his native ]and. and who not long aince ahire, oz, Ju4y 7-à, 18154, Iliat John Me-
was settled in Regent Square Church, Neill firat saw the light. Hils father, who
Londoni, which may bo said to be the lead- je now spendi ngtle eveniîîg cf hie life ini
ing Presbyterian Churcli in Britain. He Glasgow, li a native of the country c>f
bias beeii called IlThe Seuttish Spurgeon " Atitrirn, but cornes of a Scottiah stock.
and sonie have prophesied that if spared hie Crossing the Channel !orty ýears ago, he
will in the îîezt quarter to hall century settled in Houston,, where lie married, sud
tll tbe place lu the pulpit world that in whose quarries he gsiued his livelhbood.
Sliurgeon ts occupied ini the past. A hearty snd nianly man this father unit-

He is a youmg mn, thirty tive years of ing in hinu the strong religious conîvictioni
age, and began life as a rail way nman. As of the Covenanter with a hunior that
bo islikely tu occupy a prominent. place ernake of bvth Scotia and Erin. Jhie not;
in the yeare that arc to corne, wu will give difficuit to discover where the preacher got
a brief account of hie life which was pub- hie faculty cf uttering ',snell " sayiizs.
lished lu the Loudoni Christian. Vie motiier, whoee maiden naine wau Me-

It je the au mnier of the yesr 187 2, and Taggsrt, died a fe* years ago, leaving te
we arù speeding by rail aloug the eastern ber larg~e family the precious nieînury of a
shore of the Firthi ofOClyde. %Vu have just noble Christian life. The borne wua tee-
left bebind us the busy po)rt; of Greenuck, total ; honce the " Scottishi Spurgeon's "
snd our eyes are feaîcting on a niagnificeut war with the bottle. ETere appears tobe
panorama of inountnin aud sea, wood and a poetic strain ini the bloed, as evitîced by
glen, when the train domws up nt a littie the tssuching verses occasionally publishied,
station and a etrong i'ni clîeery voice by Mise Kate McNeill, whco, if lacking
cri s, I'nvcrkip! Tickttq ready." Pres- hier brothdr'a humour, bas, ail bis patho's.
ently the carniage door is onened and a Aitother niember of the family je about to
lhurly youth of eighteeu, iii officiai cordu- study for the rninistry.
ruy and buttons, sud R itli a fratik and %% lien Mr. McNeili ivas twelve years old
suiilingeCJLutenanco relieves us of cur pesai- the f.xuîily romoved to Inverkilp, the father
lmort te Weinyas Bay. As the wlicels becouîing foremnan in a quarry there. At
inove again we get.another glance at that the village schools the boy received an ed-
happy boy ; thon we look duwn the bill- ucation consisting of the ordiniary Englishi
aide at a few cottages enibosouied amng branches, together with the rudimnts of
trecs, aud there is inirrored iii our iiiid Latin and French. Tie Free Churchi
the humble aud unevt'ntful career of a mnisiter ait Houston remuenibers being
villnge railway porter. struck by Johîn's habit cf sittiiig alonco i

Fifteen years pa8 eway. It ie a Sab- the donstel) for long spelîs cf ieditatiuîi
bath eveniuig in the city cf Edinburgh, in -80 unusual ini a boy. On leaviîig echool
the tropical suminer of 1887. WVa are iii the lad enitered the eniffloyniecît cf the
the uidet of an immnense throng ina cireux, Caledonian Ilailuay Cotinpjaiy as gate-hoy
one of the city's large8t; publie buildiings, nt Iiiverkip) Station. By.auid-l.y lie be-
The crowed passages aud expectant houks came 1 îoiter and bchoail a marrow escape
phainly tell that the gatliening is unusual. oneday wben eîîgaged1 iii coupoliug watmonsa.
Very quietly there stops on the plattorni He can nover forgut haviug '.oen a "Irail-
a îpuwerfully built aman ini the prime of way in " ; dit titiger ilie. butters iliJ>1 ed
life, with s face speakiîig of health snd f j ever hefore laini. After threo ytîîrs ini
good nature. The cleial cifharthsat sur- this buliible occulpation lie was lira iaîoted
;.iîout the tightly buttonmed, surtout pi n- to thîeboking-'flice at Greenock. Spend-
cleii ils calling. and the open Bible bis ing every Sabb)at h uneder the paarenîtal roof

lpurpose. As hesurî'eys tlie vataudience lie woràbipped %%itli the faniily lu the Free
hic strokes hie beard. hie brow furrows, cliurcli of lniverkip: auîd, under the ini-
and ovcrppreadiug hie couinteaieance is a' istry of Rov. Peter Douglas. hie becanîo
look not free froîi painî. Dues lie hear coîsecious cf a pxcat change iu hir. attitude
the humi of bees and isee thé- blite sîiîake t towards 6ofd. filas ciuvcriin, licwever,
curn aîiing villaeo wuoda. Dors hie lîcart had iîct beeii precu.dcd by a course cf open


